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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
Michelle Bowman is Community Manager for the Gila River Indian Community. She is Akimel O’odham (River People) and Pee-Posh (Maricopa) from the village of Komatke, located in the western region of Gila River Indian Community. Michelle has been employed with the Community for seven years, currently as a Community Manager for the Cultural and Natural Resources Division, and formerly as a Contracts & Grants Administrator. 
Michelle served four years in the United States Navy as a Boatswain Mate, Petty Officer 3rd Class. Her tours included Desert Storm in the Middle East and Restore Hope in Somalia. She is an active member of the Gila River Women Veterans; this group represents their community and service by presenting colors at local, national and international conferences, meetings, and parades. 
Michelle has volunteered for the Arizona Diamondbacks charities, Phoenix Native American Recognition Days, and the Heard Museum. During her undergraduate career, she interned for the White House in the Office of Public Liaison and the United States House of Representatives. She has a master’s degree in business administration and a bachelor’s of science degree in business marketing. 

Gail Christopher is vice president for programs at the W.K. Kellogg Foundation in Battle Creek, Michigan. In this role, she serves on the executive team that provides overall direction and leadership for the Kellogg Foundation and provides leadership for Food, Health & Well-Being, and Racial Equity programming. She is a nationally recognized leader in health policy, with particular expertise and experience in the issues related to social determinants of health, health disparities and public policy issues of concern to our nation’s future. Her distinguished career and contributions have been honored in the following ways: 1996 when she was elected as a fellow of the National Academy of Public Administration; in 2007 she received the Leadership Award from the Health Brain Trust of the Congressional Black Caucus for her work in reducing racial and ethnic health disparities; and in 2009 she was named SOPHE’s Honorary Fellow – the highest recognition given to a non-SOPHE member who has made significant contributions to health education and to public health. 
A prolific writer and presenter, Dr. Christopher is the author or co-author of three books, a monthly column in the Federal Times, and more than 250 articles, presentations, and publications. Prior to joining the Kellogg Foundation, Dr. Christopher was vice president of the Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies’ Office of Health, Women and Families in Washington, D.C. She holds a doctor of naprapathy degree from the Chicago National College of Naprapathy in Illinois and completed advanced study in the interdisciplinary Ph.D. program in holistic health and clinical nutrition at the Union for Experimenting Colleges and Universities at Union Graduate School of Cincinnati, Ohio.
Cecil D. Corbin-Mark is a life-long resident of Hamilton Heights in Harlem, New York, where his family has lived for the last six decades. He is the former vice president of his neighborhood association, and the former chair of the Landmarks Preservation Committee of his community planning board. He devotes a lot of time to mentoring young people, serving as a mentor through the Friends of Island Academy, which assists formerly incarcerated teens. He is also a “Big Brother” to several young men and women from his neighborhood, and has financed and run several summer basketball teams for neighborhood youth. 

A political science major at Hunter College, C.U.N.Y., Cecil has always maintained an avid interest in local, national, and international politics. He was the vice president of the Hunter College Academic Senate, a governing policy body at that institution, and President of the Hunter College Political Science Club. His graduate work in political science at Oxford University in the United Kingdom focused on radical political traditions of Africans of the Diasporas in the Americas. 

Cecil either currently sits on, or has previously served on, the following environmental boards, coalitions and committees: New York Jobs with Justice, Center for Environmental Health, Urban Wet Weather FACA for the U.S. EPA, the New York State DEC Urban Air Toxic Committee, New York State Cumulative Risk Assessment Work Group, New York City DEP Water Quality Citizen Advisory Committee, Manhattan Solid Waste Advisory Board, Clean Air Network, Association for Clean Water Action, Clean Products/Clean Production Network, Environmental Justice Fund, Organization of Waterfront Neighborhoods, the NYC Environmental Education Advisory Council. He is also a member of the Steering Committee for the Northeast Environmental Justice Network. 

Cecil has lectured on the environment and environmental justice at Hunter College, Teacher’s College, The College of Mount St. Vincent, Buffalo State, Cornell University, Yale School of Forestry, and Columbia University School of Public Health.
Barbara Ferrer. As the City of Boston’s Health Commissioner, Dr. Ferrer manages a $154 million budget and oversees 1,200 employees. In addition to operating public health programs, the Commission provides oversight of Boston Emergency Medical Services, several substance abuse treatment facilities, and the second largest homeless services program in New England. A high school principal in the Boston Public Schools from 2004 to 2007, Dr. Ferrer returned to the Commission in 2007 after having previously served as the deputy director for six years. During that time she spearheaded a broad-based and comprehensive campaign to reduce racial and ethnic health disparities. 

Dr. Ferrer has more than 25 years of experience working in healthcare. Prior to joining the Boston Public Health Commission, she spent five years at the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, first as the Director of Health Promotion and Chronic Disease Prevention and later as Director of the Division of Maternal and Child Health.

In 1988, Dr. Ferrer received a master’s degree in public health from Boston University, and was awarded a Pew Foundation doctoral fellowship to attend Brandeis University. She wrote her doctoral thesis on hospital length-of-stay determinants for AIDS patients and, in 1994, received her doctorate from Brandeis University’s Heller School for Advanced Studies in Social Welfare. Dr. Ferrer also holds a master’s degree in education from the University of Massachusetts, Boston.

Rodney B. Lewis. A Native American attorney and a Pima-enrolled member of the Gila River Indian Community, Rodney Lewis has made history on both state and national levels while showing leadership to his community and the State Bar of Arizona. His contributions in the fields of water law and Indian law will have a lasting impact. 

Lewis received his M.A. in 1969 from Arizona State University and his J.D. from the University of California, Los Angeles in 1972. He was the first member of an Arizona Indian tribe to become a member of the State Bar of Arizona, where he was the founding chair of the Indian Law Section. He is also a member of the American Bar Association, the American Indian Lawyers Association, and the Pinal County Bar Association. Lewis is admitted before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, the U.S. Federal Claims, and the U.S. District Court for the District of Arizona. 

He worked tirelessly for the Gila River Indian Community in successfully negotiating the single largest Indian water rights settlement in the history of the United States. This settlement resulted in the delivery of 653,000 acre-feet of water to the reservation. The Gila River Water Settlement was part of a much larger and more complex deal that included settlements between the Central Arizona Water Conservation District and the federal government, the Amendments to the Southern Arizona Water Rights Settlement Act (the Tohono O’odham Nation), and the San Carlos Apache Water Rights Settlement. As a result of these negotiations, the Arizona Water Rights Settlements Act of 2004, Public Law 108-451, was introduced. 

Lewis has dedicated the majority of his legal career to his community. He has served as general counsel of the Gila River Indian Community for 33 years and was the first member of an Indian tribe to appear and argue, successfully, before the U.S. Supreme Court (Central Machinery v. Arizona State Tax Commission, 1980). A consultant to Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld, LLP, he also advises American Indian tribes on various federal and state public policy issues.

Lewis has led by example, serving his country in the military and then returning to Arizona to lead his community. He is a hero and mentor to many young attorneys in Arizona and across the country.

Toni Liquori is a public health nutritionist whose work has focused on improving the quality of foods available through public institutions (schools, soup kitchens, food pantries, hospitals) in New York City. She teaches graduate students at Teachers College about how to do this and why it is crucial.  
As the developer of the CookShop™ Program and the SchoolFood Plus Initiative™, two successful NYC programs that focus on the important connections among farms, classroom education and school meals, Toni brings years of experience with urban institutions and their challenges with implementing large-scale institutional change. Current W.K. Kellogg Foundation funding is allowing her to extend this strategic vision on school meal reform to large, urban school districts across the country, known as School Food FOCUS (Transforming Food Options for Children in Urban Schools).
Michel Nischan, the son of displaced farmers, grew up with great appreciation for sustainable agriculture and those who work the land. As a professional chef and restaurateur, he has built on those childhood values and become a catalyst for change and new initiatives in local and regional food systems. In 1994, when his five year old son was diagnosed with juvenile diabetes, Nischan was inspired to create a “cuisine of well-being” focused on pure, flavorful, local, organic foods without highly processed ingredients. His passion for healthy cuisine and for a local sustainable food system helped propel Nischan to the forefront of the culinary scene and into an ideal position to make systemic change.
He is chef/owner of Dressing Room: A Homegrown Restaurant at the Westport Country Playhouse in Westport, Connecticut. He won a 2008 James Beard Foundation award for Best TV Segment for his work on PBS’ “Victory Garden” and is the author of two best-selling cookbooks –2004 James Beard Award winning Taste Pure and Simple (Chronicle Books, 2003) and Homegrown, Pure and Simple (Chronicle Books, 2005). Nischan’s third cookbook – Sustainably Delicious: Making the World a Better Place, One Recipe at a Time will be released in April 2010.

Michel lives in Fairfield, Connecticut with his wife Lori and their five children.

Sterling Speirn is president and CEO of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation in Battle Creek, Michigan.

Sterling Speirn joined the W.K. Kellogg Foundation as president and CEO in 2006. He has led the foundation to a new strategic framework and refined mission focusing on propelling vulnerable children to success through a comprehensive approach focused on education and learning; food, health and well-being; and family economic security along with a commitment to promoting racial equality.
Prior to joining the Kellogg Foundation, Speirn led the Peninsula Community Foundation in Silicon Valley as well as the Center for Venture Philanthropy. Speirn has a broad and deep commitment to education through his current work partnering with, among others, the Buffett Early Childhood Fund to establish Educare schools across the country. Early in his career, he launched the national computer grants initiative for Apple Computer and was a teacher of 7th and 8th grade students. 

Sterling, a Michigan native, earned his bachelor’s degree in political science from Stanford University in California. He holds a law degree from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. Sterling is married to Diana Aviv, president and CEO of the national nonprofit, Independent Sector. He has two sons, Paolo who is 20, and Danny who is 16.
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