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Jonathan Abell
MA'O Organic Farms
Wai'anae, Hawaii  96792
Phone: 808-696-5569
Email:  jonathanabell45@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: Unconditionally giving back to my community.
Maggi Adamek
Fourth Sector Consulting
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55401
Phone: 612-208-6215
Email:  maggi.adamek@gmail.com
Passion Statement: The most intimate alchemy of human union with the landscape unfolds when we eat what it offers. In all the crannies of communities across our country, we mourn the loss of connection to what we no longer eat; to what we no longer grow; to how we no longer nourish our children. It is a food dreamtime: rekindle, reconnect, revitalize.

Le Adams
Farm to Table
Santa Fe, New Mexico  87501
Phone: 505-473-1004 x10
Email:  ladams@cybermesa.com

Passion Statement: I believe that it is imperative for the health of all our communities (and especially our children) to learn more about where our food comes from, how to grow food ourselves, support local farmers, and consume more fresh and local proteins, fruits and vegetables.
Evelyn Aguilar
Communities Services Unlimited, Inc
Los Angeles, California 90037

Phone: 323-299-7075
Email:  08eaa@williams.edu
Passion Statement: On a weekly basis I witness the youth of my community suffer from obesity and its related diseases. Diabetes in teenagers is rampant here and yet many of these youth are made to feel that they are the problem, that they are to blame for their health issues. 6-year-old girls become obsessed with their weight and start “dieting.” Teachers, friends, and family tell the youth that they just need to “eat right.” But how can a child eat right when they are surrounded by junk food at home, in and out of the schools, and in the local markets?  How can a child get adequate exercise in an urban jungle with little green space when budget cuts force P.E. class to be eliminated in schools? My personal experience with the above has pushed me to want to improve the food desert in my community here in South Central Los Angeles.
Devon Ahearn
Real Food Challenge
Dorchester, Massachusetts
Phone: 617-442-1322 x16
Email:  dahearn@thefoodproject.org
Passion Statement: My drive to engage in this work is of necessity--I'm deeply committed to challenging the status quo to upturn injustices.
Brahm Ahmadi
People's Community Market
Oakland, California  94611
Phone: 510-504-0721
Email:  brahm.ahmadi@gmail.com
Passion Statement: Creating greater health, equity, resiliency and prosperity for vulnerable communities through community-based innovation and entrepreneurship.
Ebonie Alexander
Black Family Land Trust
Durham, North Carolina 27701
Phone: 919-683-5263
Email:  ldalexander@earthlink.net
Passion Statement: As citizens of one of the richest nations in history, we, especially those in the philanthropic sector have a moral, ethical and legal responsibility to work within and where necessary change the system to ensure that every child has access to consistent sources of healthy food. As a citizen, at the end of the day, I don't want it to be said that my generation or me did nothing as people suffered. We are stewards of enormous resources it is our obligation to spend them wisely for and on those whose voices often go unheard.
Ivye Allen
Foundation for the Mid South
Jackson, Mississippi  39201
Phone: 601-863-0481
Email:  iallen@fndmidsouth.org
Passion Statement: Serving communities where healthy and affordable food is limited and sometimes not available, we strive to assist residents and communities in identifying and implementing solutions to increase access to fresh and nutritious food.
William Allen
Growing Power, Inc
Milwaukee, Wisconsin  53218
Phone: 414.527.1546
Email:  will@growingpower.org
Passion Statement: A just and responsible food system, which addresses the disparity our children experience due to poverty, includes equal access to sustainably produced, affordable, culturally appropriate, healthy food.
Eric Anderson
Jacobo Marcus-Carranza Band
Flagstaff, Arizona  86004
Phone: 928-225-6023
Lynette Anderson
NE Iowa Food and Fitness
Cresco, Iowa  52136
Phone: 563-547-3001
Email:  lmanders@iastate.edu
Passion Statement: As the NE Iowa Youth Coordinator, it is humbling to engage young people in this work with the power to create healthier environments and lifestyles that will repurpose their generation and give them a restored hope for a vibrant future.
Maggie Anderson
King County Food & Fitness Initiative - Washington State University Extension
Renton, Washington  98057
Phone: 206-205-3186
Email:  Maggie.Anderson@kingcounty.gov
Passion Statement: All kids, families, and communities deserve access to good food and to have the opportunity and resources to be effective advocates for a good food system.
Molly Anderson
College of the Atlantic
Bar Harbor, Maine
Phone: 207-801-5729
Email:  molly@foodsystems-integrity.com
Passion Statement: Creating sustainable food systems for the current and next generation is the focus of my professional work; and I have explored this area through teaching, research and policy analysis of farmer, consumer, academic, government and civil society perspectives in the US and internationally. 'Healthy, green, fair and affordable' are critical elements of sustainability to me. Finding ways to make healthy, green and fair food accessible to vulnerable children is one of the key challenges of the good food movement now.
Alvin Andino
The Food Project
Chelsea, Massachusetts
Phone: 617-694-1471
Email:  aandino11@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: I love the fact that Youth can make a difference in the food system and that is what drives me.
Diego Angarita
Nuestras Raices
Holyoke, Massachusetts
Phone: 413-535-1789
Email:  diego@nuestras-raices.org
Passion Statement: Justice for people of color
Zade Arnold
Tohono O'odham Community Action
Sells, Arizona  85634
Phone: 520-383-4966
Email:  zade_arnold@hotmail.com
Passion Statement: food and fitness is very imortant to me and my community because, I came from a traditional farming community and our tribes culture is focused around food.

Melissa Arreguin
Association of Farmworker Opportunity Programs
Lansing, Michigan  48912
Phone: 517-703-6679
Email:  arreguin@afop.org
Passion Statement: I was given an opportunity to grow and succeed in life, and now I am working to help afford others those same opportunities given to me.
Ashley Atkinson
The Greening of Detroit
Detroit, Michigan  48216
Phone: 313-401-3347
Email:  ashley@greeningofdetroit.com
Passion Statement: I'm passionate about building an inclusive and accessible local and sustainable food movement for diverse communities.
Allison Aubrey

Health Correspondent NPR

635 Massachusetts Avenue, Washington DC 20001

Phone: 202-513-2782

Email: aaubrey@npr.org 

Terrie Bad Hand
Taos County Economic Development Corporation
Taos, New Mexico  87571
Phone: 575-758-8731
Email:  tbadhand@newmex.com
Passion Statement: I enter this field of 'food' from the position of social justice and the inherent right for all to have access to healthy, fair and affordable food. Also from a Native American perspective of Food Sovereignty, I am passionate to return to the people critical resources 'so the people shall live'.
Jane Sung E Bai

Slow Food USA

20 Jay Street, Suite M04 
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Phone: 718-260-8000  x130

Email: jsb@slowfoodusa.org 

Passion Statement: After almost 25 years in the social justice movement, I began walking the food justice path when I became pregnant:  9 months eating healthy food, 1 year breastfeeding, and 6 months preparing soft food from scratch. Then I enrolled her in the local daycare that serves working-class communities of color. The "free" breakfast and lunch came from the Board of Education:  a muffin and a tin container with 2 browning pieces of broccoli and a chicken patty. I made a commitment that day to make my daughter's meals everyday and to join the fight to change the food system and support working-class communities of color to have access, choice, and power to determine our destiny and our food!

Fred Bahnson
Food & Society Fellow
Brevard, North Carolina 28712
Phone: 919-357-8107
Email:  ffbahnson@hotmail.com
Passion Statement: I work to involve churches in the Good Food movement, especially by helping them start community gardens.
Diana Baldelomar
Neighborhood of Affordable Housing
East Boston, Massachusetts
Phone: 617-418-8243
Email:  dbaldelomar@noahcdc.org
Passion Statement: I see food issues as one of the places where social justice, environmentalism, health, and youth empowerment efforts converge and in my work I am thrilled to be addressing all of these areas at the same time. As a registered occupational therapist and now a community organizer working with youth, I am thrilled to be a pioneer in expanding this holistic perspective to improve not only our food system but our society as a whole.
Brad Baldia
Southeast Philadelphia Collaborative
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19148
Phone: 215-468-6111 x22
Email:  bradbaldia@ucsep.org
Passion Statement: My passion is promoting health education, eating healthy and physical exercise in diverse ethnic communities to improve their health outcomes and quality of life.
Amber Baker
Village Gardens, Janus Youth Programs, Inc.
Portland, Oregon  97232
Phone: 503-927-0820
Email:  abaker@janusyouth.org
Passion Statement: I work in partnership with affordable housing residents, both youth and adults, to envision and actualize a healthy vibrant community, and am passionate about supporting the leadership of youth and low-income adults in the food movement.
Sarah Bankert
Holyoke Food & Fitness
Holyoke, Massachusetts
Phone: 413-540-0600 x102
Email:  Sarah_Bankert@cooley-dickinson.org
Passion Statement: I am passionate about this work because I love to grow, cook and eat food myself, and I love working with communities to celebrate and spread this excitement while working to increase the opportunities people have to grow, cook and eat healthy fresh local food.
Stacey Barbas
The Kresge Foundation
Troy, Michigan  48084
Phone: 248-643-9630
Email:  sbarbas@kresge.org
Passion Statement: The Kresge Foundation is committed to improving access to fresh and affordable food for low-income communities and finding innovative ways to leverage funding for fresh, locally grown foods.
Isaac Barber
Walnut Hill Community Association
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19139
Phone: retired
Email:  itbarber1@verizon.net
Passion Statement: Philadelphia is the obesity capital of the nation. Healthy eating is mandatory.
Mud Baron
LAUSD Office of Board Member Margueritte LaMotte
Los Angeles, California 91601
Phone: 213-280-3149
Email:  schoolgarden@gmail.com
Passion Statement: Creating healthy eating habits is just a beginning to what a school garden can do. School gardens give kids a chance to grow: as young learners, as members of their communities and stewards of the planet. Sustainability education needs deep support if it is to be sustained itself. We must provide our green learning teams with meaningful material, curricular, and administrative support if they are to have a long-term impact on the health & learning experiences of our students.
Denise Barrett
Appalachian Sustainable Development
Abingdon, Virginia
Phone: 276-623-1121
Email:  dbarrett@asdevelop.org
Passion Statement: My passion stems from a fundamental belief that all children deserve to eat in a well-rounded way; the way we all need love and nurturance -- that healthy, green, fair and affordable food for all, is a right that must be met in our society.
Sabina Bastias
Real Food Challenge
Boulder, Colorado  80310
Phone: 615-294-0638
Email:  sabinabastias@hotmail.com
Passion Statement: I believe that every child and adult has the right to eat nutritious, healthy, sustainable foods, and has the right to know where they are coming from and how they were produced.
Michelle Bates-Benetua
Lettuce Link
Seattle, Washington  98103
Phone: 206-694-6754
Email:  michelleb@solid-ground.org
Passion Statement: Sharing food is everything.  Sing along to the tune of Michael Frenti’s “everyone deserves music” and you get the feel—Everyone, even if crime runs in our families, even our worst enemies, they deserve REAL FOOD!

Cindy Baumgartner
Iowa State University Extension
Manchester, Iowa  52057
Phone: 563-608-0868
Email:  cbaum@iastate.edu
Passion Statement: Access to food and adequate nutrition is a basic human need and is foundational for children to thrive, grow, and develop to their full potential. We need to invest in our most important resource--our children--and the environments in which they live to ensure they are healthy, safe, and secure.
Arturo Becerra
Oakland Hope
Oakland, California  94609
Phone: 510-595-6467
Email:  arturoantoniobecerra@yahoo.com
Annette Beecham
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Battle Creek, Michigan  49017
Phone: 269-969-2023
Email:  arb@wkkf.org
Passion Statement: I am committed to the Food & Community Initiative and the health and well-being of all people.
Autumn Begay
Tohono O'odham Community Action
Sells, Arizona  85634
Phone: 520-383-2493
Email:  autumnbegay@hotmail.com
Passion Statement: It is in my interest of our native people to start eating healthy so it can possibly become the lifestyle and hopefully reduce the risk of any diseases.
Judith Bell
PolicyLink
Oakland, California  94612
Phone: 510-663-2333
Email:  jbell@policylink.org
Passion Statement: Access to healthy, affordable food is critical for individual and community health. For too long, many low-income communities, particularly communities of color, have suffered from a lack of access. I am passionate about working to ensure access to healthy food for all low-income people and communities of color.
Cynthia Belliveau
University of Vermont
Burlington, Vermont
Phone: 802-656-3890
Email:  Cynthia.Belliveau@uvm.edu
Passion Statement: Healthy mothers equal healthy children.
Dan Bellrichard
Luther College
Decorah, Iowa  52101
Phone: 563-387-1253
Email:  danbellrichard@luther.edu
Passion Statement: I am interested in helping create a food production system that values end-product nutrition, economic stability and independence and environmental health. My passion for this work is creating a food system that provides nutritional value, local economic development, and community building.
Antonio Benavidez
Tohono O'odham Planning & Economic Development Department
Sells, Arizona  85634
Phone: 520-349-3948
Email:  antonio.benavidez@tonation-nsn.gov
Passion Statement: As part of the Tohono O'odham Nation's Planning Department, we work on a multitude of issues affecting tribal members and with the alarming rates of childhood/adult diabetes and obesity within the Nation, healthy food and the funding to make healthy food more readily available is a priority to our department as well as the Legislative and Executive branches of the T.O.N.
Luz Benitez-Delgado
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Battle Creek, Michigan  49017
Phone: 269-969-2316
Email:  lebd@wkkf.org
Deborah Bentzel
Fair Food
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19107
Phone: 215-386-5211 x 102
Email:  deb@fairfoodphilly.org
Passion Statement: I believe in good health for all people, our land and farms and its stewards, and our environment and that a healthy, accessible, sustainable food system is the way towards meeting these ends.
Jacquie Berger
Just Food
New York, New York 10036
Phone: 212-645-9880 x242
Email:  jacquie@justfood.org
Passion Statement: Every individual has the power to move the food system in the right direction. Through our work at Just Food, we strive to make fresh, sustainable, locally grown food the easiest and most affordable option for New Yorkers - the right choice should be the easy choice.
JoAnne Berkenkamp
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55404
Phone: 612-870-3410
Email:  jberkenkamp@iatp.org
Passion Statement: Good Food is what it's all about!
Linda Berlin
UVM Center for Sustainable Agriculture
Colchester, Vermont
Phone: 802-656-0669
Email:  Linda.Berlin@uvm.edu
Passion Statement: Nothing matters more than our children. How and whether they eat is the result of the decisions that we make as adults. My life work is dedicated to educating policy-makers, students, parents, school personnel and others about the right to healthy food for all so that the lack of quality food does not impede anybody's opportunity to live a full life.
Nicole Betancourt
Parent Earth
New York, New York 10026
Phone: 917-523-8196
Email:  nicolebetancourt@earthlink.net
Passion Statement: What’s for dinner,Mom? How we answer that question can shape the future of the economy, healthcare, and the climate. Our children’s lives depend on it. Parent Earth will answer parents questions about food and work with partner organization to create a food system that supports healthy, thriving children. Parent Earth, a new non-profit organization (with a for-profit sister company), will leverage online and offline video to educate and mobilize communities that are hardest hit by our food system and distribute their stories to a national audience.
Candida Bido
The Bronx DPHO-NYC DOHMH
Bronx, New York 10457
Phone: 718-466-8879
Email:  cbido@health.nyc.gov
Passion Statement: My passion for my work comes from seeing teens able to take control of their life and opening up to the possibility of living healthy lives. Having adolescent learn how food is cultivated and how they can make better choices, makes me feel good.
Garneau Bienamie
Brooklyn Rescue Mission
Brooklyn, New York 11233
Phone: 718-363-3085
Email:  brooklynrescue@msn.com
Passion Statement: I became active in the food movement to change my personal lifestyle and health and now I want to share my success with other youth.
Vinny Biggs
Holyoke Health Center
Holyoke, Massachusetts
Phone: 413-420-2200
Email:  Vinny.Biggs@hhcinc.org
Passion Statement: As a physician I see no other more important area of need for our children than real access to healthy foods and safe and healthy environments to be active. In my over 15 years of clinical encounters it is clear to me this can not be done only in the exam room or community health center, but needs to be done by empowering and collaborating with the local community.
Karen Blaine
Tohono O'odham Community Action
Sells, Arizona  85634
Phone: 520-383-4966
Email:  kblaine@tocaonline.org
Passion Statement: My passion for this work comes from knowing that things can change for the better, if we all work together. We have the power to create positive change in our communities by relying on our own local assets.
Katie Blanchard
Real Food Challenge
Northfield, Minnesota  49770
Phone: 507-581-2753
Email:  katie.blanchard@gmail.com
Passion Statement: It tastes so just, so real, so fair, so gooooooood!
Joan Blaustein
Philadelphia Department of Parks and Recreation
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19102
Phone: 215-683-0215
Email:  joan.blaustein@phila.gov
Passion Statement: Sustainable Parks can and should play a role in solving larger urban problems outside their boundaries, including using parks for teaching about and maintaining public health and reducing  urban alienation, particularly from nature and natural processes. Expanded citizen involvement through urban farming can generate a sense of belonging and community; expanded awareness of and contact with natural processes in the urban environment increase one's sense of connection to the local and regional environment.
Whitney Boedeker
NE Iowa Food & Fitness
Lawler, Iowa  52154
George Boody
Land Stewardship Project
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55407
Phone: 612-722-6377
Email:  gboody@landstewardshipproject.org
Passion Statement: Good food available to all is essential for a living well on the earth and in a well-functioning democratic society. It means changes in our diets and in the way we farm, process and deliver food. Changing to good food is a way to add more family farmers raising crops and livestock on the land with high stewardship. The gift of land, as Aldo Leopold defined it, is borrowed from our children. As a parent living in a society that asks farmers to manage land in sometimes harmful ways, I want to help institutions and individuals pass on land in better shape than when we received them and reorient our priorities on food to focus on people's health. It is my generation's responsibility to people who live now and in the future to make this so.
Branden Born
University of Washington
Seattle, Washington
Phone: 206-543-4975
Email:  bborn@u.washington.edu
Passion Statement: My primary interests are in planning process and policy/decision making, land use, and social justice. Specifically, I am interested in the differential impacts on population subsets from land use and social policy decisions. Currently this translates into examination of the Growth Management Act and its effects on urban density, and studying food systems in an applied and theoretical manner.
Michelle Bowman
Gila River Indian Community
Sacaton, Arizona  85147
Phone: 520-562-9700
Email:  Michelle.Bowman@gric.nsn.us
Annie Bradford
YouthLaunch-Urban Roots
Austin, Texas  78757
Email:  anniedalybradford@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: Urban Roots provided me with a very intimate view of the work I was doing. I was able to see the literal fruits of my labor go to people in need, and I felt empowered by the winning battle right before my eyes.
Jeff Brady
Awesome Amateur Boxing Inc.
Pittsgrove, New Jersey
Phone: 856-358-4111
Email:  jbrady90@hotmail.com
Passion Statement: I am inspired to be involved with a mission to improve access to healthy afordable foods in vulnerable communities. The overall diet in vulnerable communities is reduced to fast food and corner stores, which is largly serving food that will lead to health issues now and later.
Sheri Brady
Voices for America's Children
Washington DC  20005
Phone: 202-380-1782
Email:  brady@voices.org
Passion Statement: Healthy food is the foundation for the healthy development for our children. It is crucial that all children have access in order for them to grow up and be the best they can be.
Jay Breines
Holyoke Health Center
Holyoke, Massachusetts
Phone: 413-420-2111
Email:  jay.breines@hhcinc.org
Passion Statement: As the Executive Director of a large community health center in Holyoke, I share with many of our staff an intense desire to improve the lives of our patients. Many of our patients suffer from chronic illnesses and often, food is a component of the cause as well as of the solution. We have developed a Chronic Disease Self Management approach to our patients treatment plans; and improving the community’s access to healthy food is a very important component of our efforts. We have instituted trips with our patients to the supermarkets to teach them how to shop for the best and most affordable food. Making this more convenient for patients and building it into the framework of our community’s institutions, such as schools; is a job I look forward to attacking.
Debra Brinson
Ingham County Health Department
Lansing, Michigan  48911
Phone: 517-887-4434
Email:  dbrinson@ingham.org
Passion Statement: Access to healthy and affordable food is a right and adults and communities have an obligation to ensure that children have access to whole foods, especially since food is truly what feeds the soul and the soul is the heart of any productive community.
Jennifer Brooks
Ross and Company, Inc.
Atlanta, Georgia  30303
Phone: 404-624-8137
Email:  rossco1@bellsouth.net
Passion Statement: As a small farmer and owner of a child and adolescent counseling agency for the past 25 years, I understand the importance of the availability of quality (good food) affects the overall physical and emotion health of our children. I am so happy that across the country, so much attention is now being focused on our children’s need for good food and I am honored and look forward to working with the Kellogg Foundation and others in this much needed effort.
Pam Broome
New Orleans Food & Farm Network
New Orleans, Louisiana  70119
Phone: 504-864-2009
Email:  pamela@noffn.org
Passion Statement: My daddy prepared a plot of ground in our yard for me to garden on my own when I was eight years old and that ignited my lifelong passion for food justice.
Alexis Brown
People Helping People Urban Farm
Email:  avawise@aol.com
Passion Statement: We are what we eat! Where I can make a difference to perserve long life through healthier and affordable food, I am committed.
Elaine Brown
Michigan Food and Farming Systems
East Lansing, Michigan  48824
Phone: 517-432-0712
Email:  browne@anr.msu.edu
Passion Statement: I am continually amazed by the lack of access to good food for all and seek to link good food producers and nutrition education to enable children to lead healty productive lives.
Katy Brown
Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper
Buffalo, New York 14213

Phone: 770-757-0315
Email:  kbrown@bnriverkeeper.org
Passion Statement: Access to real, nutritious food is an essential, though often overlooked, part of environmental and socio-economic justice. Through my work with refugee and low-income anglers and their families, I have seen how residents of food deserts have been pushed to extremes in order to feed their families. We must honestly and aggressively address this issue if we are to enact real and lasting change in the health and well-being of our communities.
Shelley Brown
Milagro Foundation
San Rafael, California  94901
Phone: 415-460-9939
Email:  sbrown@milagrofoundation.org
Passion Statement: Underserved children need the same access to healthy food and nutrition education as everyone else. Once they learn the value, the taste, the options and alternatives to the foods they are used to eating, they will grow into healthier, more successful and happier adults.
Gabriel Browne
Jacobo Marcus-Carranza Band
Flagstaff, Arizona  86004
Phone: 928-6023
Bill Buchanan
USDA Risk Management Agency
Washington, District of Columbia
Phone: 202-690-6068
Email:  william.buchanan@rma.usda.gov
Passion Statement: I believe that everyone should have access to fresh, nutritional, affordable food. Especiallty children and other economiclally depressed communities.
Nikita Buckhoy
City Connect Detroit
Detroit, Michigan  48224
Phone: 313-887-6512
Email:  nikita@cityconnectdetroit.org
Passion Statement: From my days as an anti-Apartheid activist to a becoming a Social Worker involved in the fight against HIV/AIDS and various forms of discrimination and oppression, my work has primarily focused public health issues and the social determinants of health that impact people of color. For me, this work is not so much about food and/or fitness, but health, well-being, survival, self-determination and prosperity.
Garry Bulluck
MSU Extension Wayne County
Detroit, Michigan  48201
Phone: 313-833-3617
Email:  bulluck@msu.edu
Passion Statement: The success of this work impacts a generation that will impact a nation. It is vital that we continue to improve the opportunities that children, youth and families have to access healthy affordable food in our urban areas. The path we provide for their success in this one area, will lead to victories in many others.
Ben Burkett
Mississippi Assocication of Co-Ops
Jackson, Mississippi  39205
Phone: 601-354-2750
Email:  benburkett@earthlink.net
Passion Statement: The right of everybody to good food
Sue Burrack
NE Iowa Food and Fitness Initiative
Arlington, Iowa  50606
Phone: 563-933-4902
Email:  sburrack@starmont.k12.ia.us
Passion Statement: As an educator, I am concerned about the lack of physical activity, poor nutritional choices, increased substance abuse and other high risk behaviors among our youth and want to be a part of changing thinking that will promote healthier lifestyles.
William Buster
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Battle Creek, Michigan  49017
Phone: 269-969-2218
Email:  william.buster@wkkf.org
Don Bustos
AFSC
Albuquerque, New Mexico  87102
Phone: 505-514-2350
Email:  dbustos@afsc.org
Passion Statement: I am driven by the need for healthy food for our children and the need for communitties to find ecomonic viability.
Sarah Carlson
Practical Farmers of Iowa
Ames, Iowa  50014
Phone: 515-232-5661
Email:  sarah@practicalfarmers.org
Passion Statement: I'm impatiently working to improve family farmers' stability through improved economic viability, a commitment to stewardship farming and increased community by re-populating rural and urban America. Family farmer stability is fundamental to improving all people's access to 'Good Food' now and in the future.
Dan Carmody
Detroit Eastern Market
Detroit, Michigan  48207
Phone: 313-833-9300
Email:  dcarmody@detroiteasternmarket.com
Passion Statement: Recalibrating our food systems to better serve our children also presents the opportunity to build more sustainable and viable communities.
Laurie Carpenter
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, Michigan  48109
Phone: 734-615-7825
Email:  lauriemc@umich.edu
Passion Statement: I am deeply committed to contributing to the effort to increase access to healthy and affordable food for children and their families, and I am very excited and humbled to be involved with Food and Community.
Alethia Carr
MI Dept. of Community Health
Lansing, Michigan  48913
Phone: 517-335-8922
Email:  dacarr53@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: I am committed to understanding ways that I can improve the access that people have to healthy foods, even when they are low income and live in an urban area, whether it be through advocacy for policy changes or through other public health efforts.
Nelson Carrasquilo
CATA (the Farmworkers Support Committee)
Glassboro, New Jersey
Phone: 856-881-2507
Email:  catanc@aol.com
Passion Statement: Many of our children have lived and worked in farms for most of their lives. The use of chemicals in the farms, expose them directly; when spraying occurs near their camp or indirectly in activities like playing or walking through the farm and in the food that they eat. Consequently, through the years, we hear stories of exposure and contamination but what strikes us the most is the unseen, slow and inexorable process of the continual exposure to chemicals have in their health. It compromises the energy level to interact at school as well as in the community and act as a barrier for them to overcome and advance in society. Our organization has mandated that we dedicate ourselves in addressing this issue as a matter of outmost priority, the health and safety of our children represent the future of our organization and it constitute a focus of our main work in striving to achieve a healthy environment for our children.
Carrie Castille
Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry
Breaux Bridge, Louisiana  70517
Phone: 337-303-6995
Email:  ccastille@ldaf.state.la.us
Passion Statement: It is critical that we educate and equip our youth, our most precious natural resource, with the tools necessary to provide safe, sustainable and affordable food for themselves and their fellow human beings.
Cassandra Cato-Louis
Mattapan Food & Fitness Coalition
Mattapan, Massachusetts
Phone: 617-414-6878
Email:  auroranegra@hotmail.com
Passion Statement: My passion for this work stems from a desire for self-sufficiency and community advocacy.
David Cavagnaro
Pepperfield Project
Decorah, Iowa  52101
Phone: 563-382-8833
Email:  david.cavagnaro@gmail.com
Passion Statement: My spiritual as well as biological understanding is founded upon recognizing that the stewardship of our bodies as well as our planet begins with what we eat and how that food is grown.
Flannery Cerbin
Northeast Food & Fitness Initiative
Decorah, Iowa  52101
Phone: 563-382-2949
Email:  fcerbin@iastate.edu
Passion Statement: My passion grows in a garden, but is nurtured daily, listening to and teaching others. My doctrine: carrots come from the ground- dirty and flavorful. Meat comes from animals not cellophane containers.
Melanie Cheng
FarmsReach.com & Om Organics
San Francisco, California  94102
Phone: 415-205-9766
Email:  melaniec@farmsreach.com
Passion Statement: Because the agriculture industry contributes to some of the top environmental, social and economic problems in the world today, I'm passionate about identifying, implementing, and helping replicate high-impact, systemic solutions.
Siena Chrisman
WhyHunger
Brooklyn, New York 10018

Phone: 212-629-8850 x13
Email:  siena@whyhunger.org
Passion Statement: I believe and work for the right of all people to have access (physical, financial, etc.) to good, healthy, delicious, culturally appropriate food, with fairness and justice for all those who grow and make it.
Gail Christopher
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Battle Creek, Michigan  49017
Phone: 269-969-2023
Email:  gail.christopher@wkkf.org
Passion Statement: Gail is committed to Food & Community work, and the health and well-being of all children and people.
Alexandra Christy
Woodcock Foundation
New York, New York 10036
Phone: 212-812-4342
Email:  AChristy@woodcockfdn.org
Passion Statement: While the Woodcock Foundation is new to this field and on a sharp learning curve, our passion is to support those very capable individuals who are increasing access to healthy foods for children and families.
Kate Clancy
Minnesota Institute for Sustainable Agriculture 
  and Center for a Livable Future Johns Hopkins University
University Park, Maryland  20782
Phone: 301-887-0399
Email:  klclancy@Comcast.net
Passion Statement: As a mother, a teacher, a researcher, and a community activist I have been engaged with child food and nutrition issues since college. I have never lost a commitment to this work -- but feel frustrated that the lack of caring of most Americans for the well-being of children, translated into a lack of political will to make the changes needed in programs, has changed little over 40 years.
Susan Clark
Columbia Foundation
San Francisco, California  94102
Phone: (415) 861-5657
Email:  susan@columbia.org
Passion Statement: Leveling the playing field is a core passion of mine in all the fields in which Columbia Foundation works including food and farming. If we shift subsidies to benefit the many rather than the few, we will eventually end up with a healthy, green, fair, and affordable food system. If we shift from privately financed campaigns to small donor/public finance of political campaigns, our government representatives will more often represent the interests of their constituents rather than the interests of big private donors. If philanthropy and the nonprofit sector can't help to level the playing fields, then who will?
Virginia Clarke
SAFSF
Santa Barbara, California  93101
Phone: 805-687-0551
Email:  vclarke@safsf.org
Passion Statement: Amaia.
Susan Cocciarelli
Michigan State University
East Lansing, Michigan  48824
Phone: 517-432-4525
Email:  cocciare@msu.edu
Passion Statement: Good food is akin to a good education...something all people should have access to as a right, not a privilege.
David Coffman
Second Harvest Food Bank of Greater New Orleans and Acadiana
New Orleans, Louisiana  70123
Phone: 504-729-2840
Email:  dcoffman@secondharvest.org
Passion Statement: The opportunity that children have when they don't have to worry about food, have the nutrients to thrive, and are able to live to their full potential is the opportunity for all of us to see change, to see a more equitable and sustainable future with hope and possibility. This is what I work for, the hope, passion, and possibility that exists in children and the future.
Larry Cohen
Prevention Institute
Oakland, California  94607
Phone: 510-444-7738
Email:  larry@preventioninstitute.org
Passion Statement: I founded Prevention Institute in 1997 to serve as a focal point for primary prevention practice promoting policies, organizational practices, and collaborative efforts that improve health, safety and equity. As a national non-profit organization, the Institute is committed to preventing illness and injury, to fostering health and social equity, and to building momentum for community prevention as an integral component of a quality health system.
Meghan Cohorst
Student/Farmworker Alliance
Immokalee, Florida  34143
Phone: 239-503-1533
Email:  meghan@sfalliance.org
Passion Statement: Farmworkers harvest the fruit and vegetables that feed this country, yet many times at the end of day they do not earn enough to put food on their own tables. As young people who are also objectified by the same corporate practices that have kept farmworkers in poverty for years, we have a responsibility to make their struggle our own, and work towards a food system that treats the workers whose hands pick our produce with dignity, and justly compensates them for their hard and indispensable work.
Lynnette Colin
O. C. Haley Blvd Merchants & Business Assoc.
New Orleans, Louisiana  70113
Phone: 504-528-1806
Email:  lcolin@ochaleyblvd.org
Passion Statement: It's too important for our community to not only learn the benefits of eating healthy to maintain good health, but also to have access to nutritious foods.
Andrea Collier
Food and Society Policy Fellow
Lansing, Michigan  48915
Phone: 517-487-1683
Email:  andycollier11@comcast.net
Passion Statement: I am passionate about the links between food and health outcomes, and unflinching in my desire to see access to healthy, green affordable food improved for children and families.
Beth Collins
Food Family Farming Foundation
Boulder, Colorado  80308
Phone: 231-633-0958
Email:  beth@lunchlessons.org
Passion Statement: Children are our future and creating safe, wholesome and dynamic learning environments in our schools must include feeding them REAL, WHOLE foods so their bodies and minds are truly nourished.

KIDS MATTER, FEED THEM WELL.
Xaviel Colon
Holyoke Food & Fitness
Holyoke, Massachusetts
Phone: 413-420-2108
Email:  xcolon1313@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: I think that the job that I am doing is very important to help obese children find healthy affordable food. I also think it's important for them to have access to a healthy lifestyle. I think that it is very important and beneficial that all the Food & Fitness sites are coming together at the meeting to work together to find solutions.
Joe Colyn
Originz, LLC
Battle Creek, Michigan
Phone: 269-441-7280
Email:  joe.colyn@juno.com
Passion Statement: Future food systems will benefit when consumers and farmers are linked directly/indirectly in systems that respect creation and improve health - at Originz I help make this happen every day.
Doron Comerchero
Food Life Lab

1156 High St., Santa Cruz, California 95064
Phone: 831-459-5476
Email: foodwhat@lifelab.org
Richard Conlin
Seattle City Council
Seattle, Washington  98124
Phone: 206-684-8805
Email:  richard.conlin@seattle.gov
Passion Statement: Access to food is one of the most fundamental needs for a community. The Seattle Local Food Action Initiative, approved by the Council in 2008, establishes goals, creates a policy framework, and identifies specific actions to strengthen Seattle’s food system sustainability and security. The intent is to improve our local food system and advance the City of Seattle’s interrelated goals of race and social justice, environmental sustainability, economic development, and emergency preparedness.
Diane Conners
Michigan Land Use Institute
Traverse City, Michigan  49684
Phone: 231-941-6584  x16
Email:  diane@mlui.org
Passion Statement: My passion for this work comes from a desire that each and every one of us might experience the deep beauty of eating a fresh, juicy peach, or a sweet, crunchy pea. It comes from the great wonder with which I hold the intricate complexity of the garden and ecosystem and an appreciation for the work of gardeners and farmers in growing healthy food and healthy soil. Finally, my passion for this work is energized by the health care workers, school staff, anti-poverty advocates, and young families with whom I work who have embraced locally grown food as a simple and powerful way toward health, a strong economy, and vibrant communities.
Ed Cooney
Congressional Hunger Center
Washington, District of Columbia 20001
Phone: 202-547-7022 x 14
Email:  ecooney@hungercenter.org
Passion Statement: I believe that all people need to have access to food as a basic human right. Good nutrition is a building block of a healthy life. It is of particular importance to vulnerable populations (the young, mature adults, Native American populations and people with limited means.
Ann Cooper
Food Family Farming Foundation
Boulder, Colorado  80304
Phone: 631-697-0844
Email:  ann@chefann.com
Passion Statement: Lunch Lessons: Changing the Way We Feed Our Children!
Cecil D. Corbin-Mark
WE ACT for Environmental Justice
New York, New York 10031

Phone: 346-269-7534
Email:  cecil@weact.org
Passion Statement: I grew up with a mom who was both a nutritionist and a great cook. So from childhood I have been made to understand the importance of what goes into my diet. I also grew up in Harlem and experienced first hand the impact of having to travel to New Jersey sometimes to find a quality grocery store because none existed in my neighborhood. I have a passion for this work because I am the parent of a school aged child that has had to navigate the school food system. Finally, I am passionate about these issues because I believe that we can do better by children in the school system and those who live in the Harlems and Washington Heights of the U.S.
Kathleen Coughey
Public Health Management Corporation
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19102
Phone: 215-985-2557
Email:  kathleen@phmc.org
Passion Statement: I am pleased to be working on a project that is striving to build a better future for our children through access to healthy eating.
Ashley Cowlin
People helping people urban farm
Birimingham, Alabama  35020
Phone: 205-426-4528
Email:  ashleebaby89@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: To help the community give others a chance to eat healthy; without always eating junk food.
Nancy Creamer
Center for Environmental Farming Systems
Raleigh, North Carolina 27523

Phone: 919-515-9447
Email:  nancy_creamer@ncsu.edu
Passion Statement: My passion comes from developing local food systems that can, at the same time, improve access, engage youth, support farmers, preserve the environment, grow jobs, and more.
Bill Crooks
Good Food Good Futures
Kansas City, Missouri
Phone: 816-221-9800
Email:  rtlsnk@msn.com
Passion Statement: The best way to alter a community’s future is to change the food landscape from one that supports obesity, heart disease, diabetes, hunger and malnutrition, to one that supports the economic, ecologic and personal health of the community and its citizens.
Paula Crossfield
Civil Eats
New York, New York 10009
Phone: 917-297-9458
Email:  editor@civileats.com
Passion Statement: I believe that informing the public through journalism on food and sustainability is a powerful way to bring awareness to the issues and encourage a change in our food system.
Hector Cruz
East Boston Community Garden
East Boston, Massachusetts
Phone: 617-314-6272
Email:  cruz_hrd@bellsouth.net
Passion Statement: We strive in our alternative and sustainable agriculture to follow the knowledge and techniques of our ancestor farmers, taking away the weapons of C.A.F.O.S. and GENETICALLY MODIFIED PLANTS and indiscriminate use of pesticides and herbicides, and returning to the organic way using the traditional farm tools to shoot the bullets of seeds, which give us life instead of death, in addition to a long term quiet refuge from the GROWING STRESS OF INDUSTRIAL CIVILIZATION.
Meisell Cruz
HFFPC
Holyoke, Massachusetts
Phone: 413-420-2108
Email:  meisell_cruz@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: I love to cook healthy food and I love working in and helping my community.
Jonathan Cummings
City Harvest
Bronx, New York 10466
Phone: 718-863-9148
Jessica Daniel
National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition
Washington, District of Columbia 20002

Phone: 202-547-1527
Email:  jessadaniel@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I am a young food activist who cares about connecting the people who produce good food with people who want it, and about ways to move truly sustainable food systems from an idea to the mainstream. I'm especially passionate about the development of social food enterprise that is both economically viable and also pursues the loftier aims of building community, empowering individuals, educating the public and ensuring the resilience of our natural resources.
Nelson Daniels
Prairie View A&M University
Prairie View, Texas  77446
Phone: 936-261-5112
Email:  ndaniels@ag.tamu.edu
Passion Statement: I feel that it is important that we are providing food that is safe, nutritious and affordable to families and communities with limited resources. It is also important that these same principles guide our thoughts as we look at ethnic communities and the types of foods that they desire.
Cheryl Danley
Michigan State University
East Lansing, Michigan  48824
Phone: 517-432-0309
Email:  danleych@msu.edu
Passion Statement: My passion for this work stems from a deep appreciation of empowered communities working to create access to healthy environments and food,  addressing social justice and making the world a better place!
Leon Davis
HOPE Collaborative
Oakland, California  94604
Phone: 510-877-9256
Email:  leondavis3@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I know that without me doing all I can do to bring about the implanting of Community Ownership of healthy food stores, then it will never happen. Therefore I have committed myself to inspire other to see the benefits of the people to be able to recapture wealth and usher in a new paradigm of the way communities interact with each other to the benefits for our children. And most importantly to act on God’s Word of loving my fellow man.
Poppy Davis
USDA
Washington, District of Columbia 20250
Phone: 202-720-5963
Email:  poppy.davis@rma.usda.gov
Passion Statement: My Mother raised me on California history. Tragic tales of Native Americans, Chinese laborers, Okies, and Braceros. She used to quote Steinbeck to me: ‘children...die because a profit cannot be taken from an orange’. She spent hours shopping for the best seasonal produce and cooked fresh healthy three-course meals every night. As a child I did not appreciate that the privilege of my Mother's kitchen outweighed the privileges even of my education. In high school I spent two summers with a family in rural Mexico and I began to see the California landscape and culture from the outside. I was filled with questions - and all of my pursuit of answers led me back to agriculture. My life continues to be about coming into a deeper understanding of and engagement with agriculture as the most critical human force shaping our landscape and our culture. My field is small farm micro-economics and I help beginning farmers and ranchers develop successful business plans.
Rochelle Davis
Healthy Schools Campaign
Chicago, Illinois  60606
Phone: 312-419-1810
Email:  rochelle@healthyschoolscampaign.org
Passion Statement: Healthy good food for everyone is an important social justice issue.
Dania Davy
Attorney & Land Loss Prevention Project
Durham, North Carolina 27701
Phone: 919-682-5969 x107
Email:  dania@landloss.org
Passion Statement: Disparities in wealth have a well-documented relationship with disparities in health outcomes. Children's health outcomes can be improved in the long- and short-term by encouraging families to engage in wealth accumulation and management practices. I see my work as a frontal attack on the inter-generational transfer of poverty and as a key strategy to eliminate persistent disparities in health.
Nicole de Beaufort
Fourth Sector Consulting
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55401
Phone: 612-353-7895
Email:  ndeb@fourthsectorconsulting.com
Passion Statement: Food is a basic human need, one that in the United States should be easily met for every child. Yet every day tens of millions of children in our country are malnourished, overnourished, and have their health and well-being just plain neglected because our food system and our society's values are disconnected. No one will ever claim that they want to see a child suffer, but every day, as civic participants we have the ability to shout our opinions, to inform change, to create the conditions for healthier generations using food as a lever for transformation. There are many of us on this quest to improve the long-term health and well-being of children. Whether in school meals or in community settings, or both; each of us bears responsibility for setting the course for positive change.
Kathleen de Chadenedes
The Orfalea Fund
Santa Barbara, California  93108
Phone: 805-565-7550.x109
Email:  kathleen@orfalea.org
Passion Statement: As Director of the School Food Initiative I am committed to empowering the Santa Barbara county school districts to implement and sustain nourishing cook-from-scratch food service operations.
Sue Deblieck
Healthy Acadia
Bar Harbor, Maine
Phone: 207-288-5331
Email:  leek.seed@gmail.com
Passion Statement: As a farm to school coordinator, I work to make sure that children have access to fresh community-based foods and that family-operated farms and fisheries are viable.
Marion DeForest
Washington Women's Foundation
Seattle, Washington  98144
Phone: 206-340-1710
Email:  marion@wawomensfoundation.org
Passion Statement: As someone passionate about advancing the field of women's philanthropy and leadership, I appreciate the opportunity to learn more about the most effective ways that philanthropy can respond to the critical issues of health and sustainability.
Lawrence Defrietas
Community Services Unlimited
Los Angeles, California 90037

Phone: 323-299-7075
Email:  ld@csuinc.org
Passion Statement: Work together, learn together, and grow together!
Brian Depew
Center for Rural Affairs
Lyons, Nebraska  68038
Phone: 402-687-2103 x1015
Email:  briand@cfra.org
Passion Statement: Rural America is home to the farmers and ranchers that produce our food and also experiences higher rates of poverty and lower rates of access to healthy food. A food system that is fair will strengthen our economy, our communities and our health.
Michael Dimock
Roots of Change
San Francisco, California  94108
Phone: 415-391-0545 x12
Email:  michael@rocfund.org
Passion Statement: For me, there is no higher calling than to participate in this movement because healing the food system is a fundamental pathway to healing individuals, communities, civilization, and the planet.
Tammy Do
Youngstown Cultural Art Center
Seattle, Washington  98106
Phone: 206-935-2999
Email:  tammy.do123@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I believe youth have very great ideas regarding food and health issues. It is important for myself to share my knowledge of food, as well as take in other people’s knowledge.
Bridget Dobrowski
Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Funders
Santa Barbara, California  93109
Phone: 805-680-3513
Email:  bridget@safsf.org
Passion Statement: There is nothing that connects more directly and deeply to the earth than our food; neither of which we can live without.
LaQuanda Dobson
Philadelphia Urban Food and Fitness Alliance
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19139
Phone: 267-312-8765
Email:  ldobson.uchs@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I have a passion for this work because I want to see change in all urban community. Right now my goal is to start off small and focus on my community than move on to other communities. In my community I see people don't have the money to pay for healthy food, so I really feel strong about getting affordable food in my community.
Linda Jo Doctor
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Battle Creek, Michigan  49017
Phone: 269-969-2126
Email:  lindoc@wkkf.org
Passion Statement: All children and people have the right to good food!
Ron Doetsch
Michael Fields Ag Inst.
East Troy, Wisconsin  53120
Phone: 262-642-3303, x119
Email:  rdoetch@michaelfieldsaginst.org
Passion Statement: Food cuts across social, economic and ethnic lines therefore we can all sit together at the table for social, economic and environmental healing.
Roger Doiron
Kitchen Gardeners Intl
Scarborough, Maine
Phone: 207-883-5341
Email:  roger@kitchengardeners.org
Passion Statement: My passion is connecting people to one another, the earth, and healthy foods and living via the practice and promotion of kitchen gardening.
Diana Donlon Karlenzig
William Zimmerman Foundation
San Anselmo, California  94960
Phone: 415-456-8324 x17
Email:  ddonlon@zimcap.com
Passion Statement: I believe that by making positive changes in the food system we will be able to cure what ails many sectors of our contemporary society.
Lori Dorfman
Berkeley Media Studies Group
Berkeley, California  94704
Phone: 510-204-9700
Email:  dorfman@bmsg.org
Passion Statement: What could be more important than creating environments that ensure that every child, every person, every family lives well and prospers now and into the future? To quote President Obama (who quoted Hillel), “If not us, who? If not now, when?”
Alex Dorsey
W.O.R.K.S./equitableroots
Los Angeles, California 90017
Phone: 323-919-7277
Email:  adorsey@worksusa.org
Passion Statement: As a farm-to-fork connector, we are committed to linking people of modest means living in affordable housing communities to the freshest nutritious foods.
Valentine Doyle
Lawson Valentine Foundation
West Hartford, Connecticut
Phone: 860-570-0728
Email:  valentinedoyle@sbcglobal.net
Passion Statement: Our food system is killing us. It's poisoning the land, bankrupting small farmers, treating food system workers as disposable, depleting the nutrition in food and subsidizing cheap calories at the expense of real food.  Everybody and everything along the line suffers.
Emily Drakage
Association of Farmworker Opportunity Programs
Clayton, North Carolina 27520
Phone: 919-749-3629
Email:  drakage@afop.org
Passion Statement: I am a fighter of justice and equality for all of our children so that they may lead healthy, safe, and productive lives.
Shereen D'Souza
California Food and Justice Coalition
Berkeley, California  94702
Phone: 510-704-0245
Email:  shereen@cafoodjustice.org
Passion Statement: Food and farming justice work is in my blood. Every generation of my family, before me, was raised on the land, growing their own food, feeding their community. It only makes sense that I would dedicate my life to ensuring access to healthy food for myself and my community.
Markishia Duckett
Food Works, Village Gardens, Janus Youth Programs
Portland, Oregon  97232
Email:  rschoonover@ianusyouth.org
Passion Statement: Food Works supports youth to grow their business, grow their farm, grow their community, and grow themselves.
Elena Dulys
Real Food Challenge
Blacksburg, Virginia  24060
Phone: 703-999-7151
Email:  edulysn@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I work to engage and empower all eaters, especially youth like myself, in the movement toward a more just and sustainable food system in order to preserve and protect concurrent and future generations from unnecessary hunger and suffering and to lay foundations for healthier generations to come.
Jim Dyer
Southwest Marketing Network
Hesperus, Colorado  81326
Phone: 970-588-2292
Email:  jadyer@frontier.net
Passion Statement: The development of healthy community-based food systems is at the core of what is needed for a sustainable future.
Max Elliott
YouthLaunch-Urban Roots
Austin, Texas  78757
Phone: 512-342-0424
Email:  max@youthlaunch.org
Passion Statement: Twelve years ago, I was originally drawn to work on a farm because I wanted to cultivate a deeper connection to the environment. However after having worked on farms for a number of years, I saw that only a small percentage of people were able to enjoy the benefits of the local food movement. I love introducing young people to food and to land for the very first time by getting people's hands in the soil. We should work to ensure that everyone has access not only to healthy, fresh, affordable foods, but also to direct experiences cooking and growing healthy food in gardens and on farms. Food has the power to nourish as much as to serve as an agent of change and empowerment.
Curt Ellis
FarmerCorps
Brooklyn, New York 11215
Phone: (718) 852-4656
Email:  curt@wickedelicate.com
Passion Statement: Food, like water, clothing, and shelter, is fundamental. Until we figure out how to feed ourselves and our children in a way that is healthy, sustainable, and equitable, it seems premature to call ourselves a civilized society.
Mary Emery
Iowa State University
Ames, Iowa  50011
Phone: 515-294-2878
Email:  memery@iastate.edu
Passion Statement: I have a passion for how local people can come together to create for themselves and subsequent generations a healthier more prosperous community. The current expansion of engagement around local foods is teaching us much about successful community development. We are also learning that communities can come together to create new meaning around what it means to be healthy and new notions of the role community structures, culture, and priorities can have in facilitating efforts to create stronger, healthier and more prosperous communities. Access to healthy food plays an important role in community, not only because it is critical to individual health, but also because people come together around food and in these gatherings build community. Supporting a local foods movement helps build the essential bridging social capital that can link us across ethnicities, ages, and areas.
Diana Endicott
Good Natured Family Farms
Bronson, Kansas  66716
Phone: 620-939-4933
Email:  allnatural@ckt.net
Passion Statement: My passion is to make local farm fresh food affordable and available to all communities while giving the farmers a fair and just price.
Emilie Engelhard
Pyramid Communications
Seattle, Washington  98101
Phone: 206-792-0437
Email:  eengelhard@pyramidcommunications.com
Gregory (Randy) Engstrom
King County Food and Fitness Initiative
Seattle, Washington  98106
Phone: 206-935-2999
Email:  randye@dnda.org
Passion Statement: I believe that equitable access to healthy food and a safe built environment; is a fundamental right. This movement is about social justice and community empowerment and has the ability to bridge across a vast array of progressive causes.
Michael Enis
Tohono O'odham Nation Youth Council
Tucson, Arizona  85746
Phone: 520-383-4665
Email:  michael.enis@tonation-nsn.gov
Passion Statement: Heathly Life is important
Omar Epps
Youth Leadership Council
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19148
Phone: 215-339-1067
Email:  eppsomar93@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: This is important to me, because eating healthy is one of the things that my family focuses on at meal time. I also would like to share with others the importance of eating healthy, in order to keep your body strong and in shape.
Ginny Erlich
Alliance for a Healthier Generation
Portland, Oregon  97209
Phone: 503-595-2568
Email:  ginny.ehrlich@healthiergeneration.org
Passion Statement: I am committed to creating equal access to a healthy start for all kids.
Debra Eschmeyer
National Farm to School Network and FoodCorps, Occidental College
Washington, District of Columbia 20010
Phone: 202-450-6074
Email:  deschmeyer@oxy.edu
Passion Statement: Through policy, prose, and practice, I aim to restore the connections between food, community, land and place.
Andrew Espinosa
Holyoke Food & Fitness
Holyoke, Massachusetts
Passion Statement: When I first got involved, I was interested because I knew that I was helping the community. I also received recognition from people within the community for the work that I have done. I have also gotten involved in other volunteer activities that highlight my artisitc skills such as murals and t-shirts and I really value the opportunity.
Diana Estrada-Alamo
Food Empowerment Education & Sustainability Team (FEEST)
Seattle, Washington  98106
Phone: 206-935-2999
Email:  zunigaea@gmail.com
Passion Statement: FEEST is the Food Education Empowerment and Sustainability Team. We are a youth-run program out of Youngstown Cultural Arts Center, and we gather every Wednesday at 3:30 PM to kick it in the kitchen, prepare a delicious and healthy meal, and then eat all together family-style while learning more about food in our communities. At the end of every month, we throw Community Potlucks where people of all ages are invited to share and dialogue with us.
Julie Evans
Native Seeds/SEARCH
Tucson, Arizona  85705
Phone: 520-622-0830
Email:  jevans@nativeseeds.org
Passion Statement: Good, sustainable food starts with healthy, diverse seeds which is what we are committed to providing the global community.
Gail Feenstra
UC Davis
Davis, California  95616
Phone: 530-752-8408
Email:  gwfeenstra@ucdavis.edu
Passion Statement: I believe in bringing consumers and producers together in sustainable, community food systems that are healthful for people, communities and the evnironment.
Barbara Ferrer
Boston Public Health Commission
Boston, Massachusetts
Phone: 617-534-5264
Email:  bferrer@bphc.org
Hector Figarella
Holyoke Food & Fitness Policy Council
Holyoke, Massachusetts
Phone: 413-313-0055
Email:  hfigarella@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: Everyone should have access to nutritious food regardless of social status.
Jennifer Fike
Food System Economic Partnership
Ann Arbor, Michigan
Phone: 734-222-6859
Email:  fikej@fsepmichigan.org
Passion Statement: I'm amazed at the positive impacts that feeding our children healthy, local, fair, food from urban farms in Detroit through the FSEP Farm to School program has on the student's lives and the commitment of the Food Service Directors and urban farmers to making a difference in the community given all of the challenges that they are faced with on a daily basis constantly inspires me!
Barbara Finnin
City Slicker Farms
Oakland, California  94607
Phone: 510-763-4241
Email:  barbara@cityslickerfarms.org
Passion Statement: When all people have equal access to fresh, affordable, healthy, culturally appropriate food and that food is made fairly and in balance with nature...then we have achieved food justice.
Andy Fisher
Community Food Security Coalition
Portland, Oregon  97202
Phone: 503-954-2970
Email:  andy@foodsecurity.org
Passion Statement: I am a strong believer in the importance of food systems as a building block for sustainable societies. Food is an important vehicle for social change on many different levels. My work is focused on helping people to recognize the potential of food systems to not only address hunger, poor nutrition, and support family farm-based agriculture, but also for many other issues our societies face, such as lack of social capital, environmental harm, poverty, and poor urban design.
John Fisk
Wallace Center at Winrock International
East Lansing, Michigan  48823
Phone: 703-879-6556
Email:  jfisk@winrock.org
Passion Statement: Food is a fundamental need shared by us all no matter what our level of income, beliefs, values, skin color or location. It ties us together like beads on a necklace. It ties us to the earth like heat is bound to the sun. My passion is to facilitate our human systems so that we may honor these inextricable linkages.
Lynn Fitch
Food Alliance
Portland, Oregon  97211
Phone: 503-493-1066 x32
Email:  lynn@foodalliance.org
Passion Statement: I am committed to supporting efforts to produce safe, healthy, affordable food in perpetuity - without degrading the productivity of the land, quality of life in our communities, or the resiliency of the ecosystems on which all life depends.
Dan Fleury
Indian Oasis-Baboquivari USD
Sells, Arizona  85634
Phone: 520 383-6746 x6725
Email:  dfleury@iobusd40.org
Passion Statement: I am the finance director for a rural school district located in Southwestern Arizona on the Tohono O'odham Indian Nation. Our student population is 98% Native American. The Indian Nation that we serve is know to have the highest incident rate of diabetes in the world. My family has also been directly affected by diabetes. I am greatly concerned about the obesity epidemic in our Country and its associated physical and economic costs. These costs seem to be exasperated in our community. As a new administrator in the school district, I immediately latched on to the idea that our students deserve better, healthier, greener food in our school breakfast and lunch program. I am committed that this goal is achieveable using a combination of Tribal, State, and Federal funding with possible seed or enhancement funds from private sources.
Kathleen Fluegel
HRK Group
St. Paul, Minnesota  55419
Phone: 651-298-0565
Email:  kathleenfluegel@hrkgroup.com
Passion Statement: I believe that access to healthy food is one of the most non-threatening and important avenues we have of talking about and addressing social justice. As a small foundation, our capacity is limited, but we have tried to raise questions where we can (such as organizing a food session at the upcoming PRI-Makers Conference in Chicago in May)  about the potential for PRIs and other creative uses of capital in producing and distributing healthy, green, fair and affordable food.
Cornelia Flora
Iowa State University
Ames, Iowa  50010
Phone: 515-294-1329
Email:  cflora@iastate.edu
Passion Statement: Building community through creating good food systems and active lifestyles.
Norma Flores
Association of Farmworker Opportunity Programs
Washington, District of Columbia 20036

Phone: 202-828-6006 x106
Email:  flores@afop.org
Passion Statement: Having grown up as a migrant farmworker, I experienced first hand the hardships that this community continues to experience each day. I want to ensure that every child is given the opportunity to grow up healthy with access to good food without having to exploit any communities.
Gregory Ford
Hope Collaborative
San Leandro, California  94578
Phone: 510-481-1838
Email:  gregoryford2@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: As a BEAT team representative in the hope collaborative it is a strong issue that we drive and support the usage of vacant empty lots throughout the city for community gardening and neighborhood activities which also involve community residents in local production of fruits and vegetables in ways that also benefit community and environment.
Lindsey Ford
Milagro Foundation
San Carlos, California  94070
Phone: 415-516-7398
Email:  lindseyford@comcast.net
Passion Statement: It is essential we reform our nation's food production and distribution system to make healthy, green and affordable food the norm rather than the exception in the marketplace and in our bodies.
Thomas Forster
School Food FOCUS
Brooklyn, New York  11231
Phone: 347-414-2951
Email:  thomasforster2@gmail.com
Passion Statement: With the economic and environmental future for our children being so challenging and unpredictable, the foundation for resilient social networks in times of intense challenge has to begin with secure access to food and water for children. School food is at the center of building this foundation, and linking the farmers who grow our food to the children who will know their food and their farmers is a profound and powerful basis for resilient social networks and communities.
Hannah Freedberg
Mass Farmers Markets
Waltham, Massachusetts 02452
Phone: 781-893-8222
Email:  hannah@massfarmersmarkets.org
Passion Statement: The choices we (as individuals and as a society) make about what we eat and how it is produced critically impact human and environmental health. My vocational passion lies in helping people of all ages to make this connection, and in supporting their own thoughtful choices as individuals and as citizens.
Meredith Freeman
Fair Food Network
Ann Arbor, Michigan  48104
Phone: 734-213-3999
Email:  Mfreeman@fairfoodnetwork.org
Passion Statement: My passion from this work stems from the need to bridge the gap between conventional community development which focuses on bricks and mortar, and meeting social and economic needs which together make a whole community.
Holly Freishtat
Cultivate Health
Monkton, Maryland  21111
Phone: 443-895-8606
Email:  holly@cultivatehealth.com
Passion Statement: It is imperative that children have access to and learn how to grow, prepare, and eat healthy foods as a mandatory component to public school curriculum.
Brandon Friedlein
NE Iowa Food & Fitness
Calmar, Iowa  52132
Madeleine Frey
Center for Community Health and Evaluation
Seattle, Washington  98105
Phone: 206-287-4360
Email:  frey.ms@ghc.org
Passion Statement: I am committed to helping communities develop and implement food programs and policies that have a real measurable felt impact on health.
Darlene Fujii
Alameda County Public Health Department
Oakland, California  94609
Phone: 510-595-6467
Email:  Darlene.Pratt@acgov.org
Passion Statement: Eliminating the health and social inequities that exist is at the core of building stronger communities and families. We have a responsibility to work toward that goal -- as professionals, as leaders, as individuals.
Tim Galarneau
Center for Agroecology & Sustainable Food Systems & the California Student Sustainability Coalition
Santa Cruz, California  95064
Phone: 831-459-3248
Email:  solseeker3@gmail.com
Passion Statement: From a regional, statewide, and national perspective, I have worked on catalyzing networks to engage young people in deep empowerment on transforming their food systems and establishing collaborative inter-generational networks for change. From the national real food challenge, to the state based California Student Sustainability Coalition, to the Central Coast Alliance, and to Fix School Food; I am actively engaging, shaping, and learning from these experiences.
Mari Gallagher
National Center for Public Research
Chicago, Illinois 60613
Phone: 312-339-0640
Email:  mari@marigallagher.com
Passion Statement: We believe in truth in data for the public good. We focus on food deserts, food systems, public health outcomes, and other areas and are passionate about providing accurate, honest, and timely information to inform policies and programs that improve quality of life, length of life, and economic prosperity for all people.
Kevin Garcia
HFFPC
Holyoke, Massachusetts 01040
Phone: 420-210-8413
Passion Statement: I am involved in my community, I like to get things done and I am especially interested in physical activities and healthy food for my community.
Paula Garcia
New Mexico Acequia Association
Santa Fe, New Mexico  87505
Phone: 505-995-9644
Email:  lamorena@lasacequias.org
Passion Statement: My passion for the work I do comes from a deep commitment for social justice and the right over every human to have healthy food. I also believe that our food systems must be transformed to reflect equity and justice in the way our food is produced. I work with land-based peoples and advocate for our continued ability to grow food on our ancestral lands using historic, communal water rights. I also believe that various social movements must be united in order for this profound transformation to be manifested.
Andrea Geary
Northern Iowa Food & Farm Partnership
Cedar Falls, Iowa
Phone: 319-273-7883
Email:  andrea.geary@uni.edu
Passion Statement: I am working to build an increasingly healthy and vibrant food system for Northeastern Iowa, focused on healthy and fresh food for children, fair prices and markets for farmers, resources for food buyers, inspiration and technical assistance for schools, and relationship building for a community of eaters.
Eddie Gehman Kohan
ObamaFoodorama.com
Los Angeles, California 90077
Phone: 310-273-8943
Email:  obamafoodorama@gmail.com
Cindy Gentry
Community Food Connections
Phoenix, Arizona  85028
Phone: 602-493-5231
Email:  cgentry@foodconnect.org
Passion Statement: At Community Food Connections we work every day to strengthen access to good food, job creation, micro-business start-up and agricultural viability; plus a celebration of community, diversity, and culture through our farm to cafeteria, the Phoenix Public Market, and public policy initiatives.
Marty Gerencer
Wallace Center
North Muskegon, Michigan  49445
Phone: 231-638-2981
Email:  m_gerencer@hotmail.com
Passion Statement: I grew up and worked in an environment, for many years, where good food was always accessible and affordable, yet produced with the highest quality standards, that was our way; our babies, children, and our families thrived with good health, while our communities thrived economically and environmentally. My life was rich in many ways because of our abundance of good food; my goal continues, to serve as a voice, a connector, and an enabler in assisting the sharing of good food, like I have known, to children and families currently without that access, especially those most underserved in our chronically forgotten rural and most desolate urban communities of our country.
Allison Gertel-Rosenberg
Nemours
Newark, Delaware  19702
Phone: 302-444-9171
Email:  agrosenb@nemours.org
Passion Statement: Children's health is impacted by all the places where they live, learn and play; they deserve access to healthy food in child care, schools, and their community.
Taraya Gibson
Philadelphia Department of Public Health
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19107
Phone: 215-685-5674
Email:  taraya.gibson@phila.gov
Passion Statement: I believe that if everyone had access to fresh healthy and affordable foods as well as safe and inviting places to be physically active the world would be a much better place because people would be healthier, happier, and possibly even friendlier. Though realistic, the inequities faced by minority and low income populations is unbelievable; the U.S. as a whole can do so much better, and organizations like the W.K. Kellogg Foundation and PolicyLink are setting great examples.
Derrikka Gillenwater
Boston Collaborative for Food and Fitness/Youth Advisory Board
Boston, Massachusetts 02130
Phone: 617-279-2440
Email:  d.gillenwater16@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I want to help the people in my community be engaged in creating a healthy environment and providing more locally grown foods.
Greta Gladney
The Renaissance Project
New Orleans, Louisiana  70119
Phone: 504-822-8885
Email:  ggladney@therenaissanceproject.la
Passion Statement: When I founded The Renaissance Project, a 501(c)(3) organization, in 2001 for the purpose of improving the quality of life in the Lower Ninth Ward of New Orleans, I considered what were the key strategies for poverty alleviation in my community: first was food access to secure the health and survival of families.
Laura Goddeeris
CS Mott Group for Sustainable Food Systems at MSU
East Lansing, Michigan  48824
Phone: 517-353-0005
Email:  laurag@msu.edu
Passion Statement: My passion for this work is strong because it draws upon so many areas of personal and professional interest, such as community development, economic development and environmental sustainability.
Guillermo Gomez
Healthy Schools Campaign
Chicago, Illinois  60606
Phone: 312-419-1810
Email:  ggomez@healthyschoolscampaign.org
Passion Statement: The passion for my work stems from knowing that we can overcome health disparities by developing the ground work of knowledge as it affects us as individuals and collectively and being able to become part of the solution.
Donne Gonzales
New Mexico Association
Chamisal, New Mexico  87521
Phone: 575-770-8853
Email:  donne13g@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: Its part of my culture and tradition to plant and grow healthy crops. I would like to find others that feel the same; to teach others how to do so.
Susan Goodell
Forgotten Harvest
Oak Park, Michigan  48237
Phone: 248-967-1500 x 114
Email:  sgoodell@forgottenharvest.org
Sally Goodman
Real Food Challenge
Chicago, Illinois  60647
Phone: 608-495-0500
Email:  good0452@gmail.com
Passion Statement: People are good. Food is good. They need and deserve each other.
Robert Gottlieb
UEPI
L.A., California  90041
Phone: 323-259-2712
Email:  gottlieb@oxy.edu
Passion Statement: Transforming the food system and engaging in food justice advocacy as part of a larger social transformation so key to social justice and environmental change.
Channa Grace
Women Organizing Resources, Knowledge and Services (W.O.R.K.S.)
Los Angeles, California 90017
Phone: 213-202-3930
Email:  alexdorsey999@msn.com
Passion Statement: Wellbeing and healthy habits begin at home. If we truly want the world to be a better place then providing our children and their parents affordable organic, pesticide-free food along with nutrional education on-site where they live needs to become a priority for all non-profits that house people of modest means. That is what we at W.O.R.K.S. are endeavoring to do!
Dorothy Grady-Scarbrough
(MEGA) Mississippians Engaged in Greener Agriculture
Shelby, Mississippi  38774
Phone: 662-398-7498
Email:  dotscarbrough@bellsouth.net
Passion Statement: I don't mind working hard to have local affordable fresh fruits and vegetable in Mississippi Delta.
Michael Graziano
Uji Films
Chicago, Illinois  60647
Phone: 773-532-9061
Email:  graziano@ujifilms.com
Passion Statement: School lunch is a unique barometer of the future health of our citizens and our democracy. Because we care deeply about both we are committed to helping people understand the origins, present problems, and future potential of this great but imperfect social program.
Thomas Green
IPM Institute of North America Inc.
Madison, Wisconsin  53705
Phone: 608 232-1694
Email:  ipmworks@ipminstitute.org
Passion Statement: For more than 30 years, I have pursued my passion for working with conventional farmers and others to improve impacts on health, environment, and economics through market-based mechanisms. In 1973, fresh out of high school, I starting working on farms as a laborer, fruit picker, and then apple orchard manager in 1978 before returning to school to study agriculture and Integrated Pest Managment (IPM) n 1979. In 1980, I started one of the first IPM supply businesses in the world, which grew to over $500K in annual sales by the time I finished my school career and sold the business to Gemplers, now part of Graingers with catalogs reaching millions of potential buyers. In 1998, a colleague and myself started the IPM Institute, now with ten staff and more than a dozen projects including partnerships with Sysco, McDonald's, Red Tomato, and others and impacting more than one million acres of production. I look forward to learning from others at this gathering which I will be attending for the first time.
Twilight Greenaway
CUESA/Various
San Francisco, California  94111
Phone: 415-291-3276
Email:  twilight.greenaway@gmail.com
Passion Statement: Today's food system is in many ways a microcosm of our society. As we unravel its tangled threads, we find solutions to much larger social and environmental injustices. And while it's a huge challenge, I'm confident that this movement will create ways for more people to receive fair wages AND give more families access to healthy and flavorful food.
Jim Greene
Boston Collaborative for Food & Fitness
Boston, Massachusetts 02130
Phone: 617-635-2419
Email:  james.greene@cityofboston.gov
Passion Statement: My passion is seeing in our work a proving ground for the vision of a socially just and sustainable food system that all can help to create, share in, and safeguard. We are building a healthier and more sustainable future together.
LaVon Griffieon
1000 Friends of Iowa
Ankeny, Iowa  50023
Phone: 515-288-5364
Email:  xxvhrsaday@aol.com
Passion Statement: I'm so passionate about creating a sustainable future for my great-grandchildren that I have limited my time with my own children to work full time for two decades (except for that FASP Fellowship) for no pay to make my ideas a reality. When no one signs your check, there's no one to tell you what you should think or say or do.
Patti Grimes
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Battle Creek, Michigan  49017
Phone: 269-969-2126
Email:  patti.grimes@wkkf.org
Marissa Grossman
The Food Project
Boston, Massachusetts
Phone: 617-442-1322 x 19
Email:  mgrossman@thefoodproject.org
Passion Statement: The health disparities between communities due to unequal access to food is alarming and saddening. The good news is that it CAN be fixed and I'm working to make that happen.
Lisa Guion
NC State University
Raleigh, North Carolina 27695
Phone: 919-513-0489
Email:  lisa_guion@ncsu.edu
Passion Statement: I have dedicated my life's work to addressing the needs and building upon the strengths of limited resource children, families, and communities. I have a proven track record of providing visionary leadership and strategic direction to initiatives that are focused on enhancing the health and well being of those who are most vulnerable. I believe strongly in comprehensive, integrative approaches that tackle food insecurity (availability and affordability), nutrition, food safety, general health and well being, advocacy, and economic development. Programs must reach individuals of course, but must also affect changes at the family, community, institutional, systems, and policy levels as well.
Christine Hadekel
Real Food Challenge
Ithaca, New York 14850

Phone: 607-379-9961
Email:  ch459@cornell.edu
Passion Statement: As key consumers, future leaders, and increasingly as agents of change, I believe that we all have a role to play in cultivating healthy and sustainable local food systems. I am inspired to be part of this growing movement for change and motivated by the vision of healthy communities that this sacred work fosters.
Mike Hamm
Michigan State University
Mason, Michigan  48854
Phone: 517-432-1611
Email:  mhamm@msu.edu
Passion Statement: My daughter's generation (11) deserves the opportunity for their entire generation to have daily access to good food.
Alissa Hamilton
Food and Society Fellow
Toronto, New York
Phone: 416-913-0869
Email:  alissa.hamilton@aya.yale.edu
Passion Statement: We need to increase the transparency of the food supply chain before we can have true choice in the supermarket.
Neil Hamilton
Drake University Law School
Des Moines, Iowa  50311
Phone: 515-271-2065
Email:  neil.hamilton@drake.edu
Passion Statement: My work is dedicated to using law and policy to improve the opportunities for farmers, consumers, and communities to create healthier, more sustainable food and agricultural systems.
Jim Harkness
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55404
Phone: 612-870-3403
Email:  jharkness@iatp.org
Passion Statement: I am committed to fighting the seductive reductionism of the corporate-controlled food economy with science, social justice and community!
Chris Harmon
Center for Agricultural Development and Entrepreneurship (CADE)
Oneonta, New York 13820
Phone: 607-433-2545
Email:  charmon@cadefarms.org
Passion Statement: It is my passion to see farmers who can grow good food rewarded fairly for the hard work and time they put into their farms, their families, and their communities.
Alethea Harper
Oakland Food Policy Council / Food First
Oakland, California  94606
Phone: 510-654-4400 x233
Email:  aharper.ofpc@foodfirst.org
Passion Statement: My passion for this work is rooted in my upbringing. My mother is an organic fruit and vegetable farmer and raised me on fresh, whole, organic foods before those words became mainstream. Moving from this upbringing to witnessing the injustices of our food system first-hand while teaching in West Philadelphia (seeing 6-year-olds with decayed teeth due to poor diet), I was (and am) driven to repair our food system, to make it equitable and sustainable for all.
Ron Harris-White
Seattle Parks & Recreation
Seattle, Washington
Phone: 206-684-7389
Email:  ron.harris-white@seattle.gov
Passion Statement: I am a family man. I believe in the importance of relationships. I also believe in civic responsibility, social justice, and service. I am dedicated to helping the Food and Fitness Initiative play a pivotal role in inspiring and including new urban farmers of diverse backgrounds and providing food for all. I am a local government official committed to serving people, the public, and building sustainable extended families that embody social justice and good health, ‘Healthy Parks, Healthy You, Healthy Planet.’
Jamie Harvie
Institute for a Sustaianble Future / Health Care Without Harm
Duluth, Minnesota  55802
Phone: 218-525-7806
Email:  harvie@isfusa.org
Passion Statement: I dream of global nodes of food focused centers of resilience.
Jason Harvey
Oakland Food Connection/Oakland HOPE Collaborative
Oakland, California  94619
Phone: 510-482-1898
Email:  jharvey@foodcommunityculture.org
Passion Statement: I envision empowering youth from the ground up to become decision makers and leaders in the food system.
Dorothea Hass
WalkBoston
Boston, Massachusetts 02108
Phone: 617-232-0104
Email:  dhass@walkboston.org
Passion Statement: I grew up on a farm and have many fond memories of going to the strawberry patch and picking berries for my father and me for breakfast. We had a large garden and I wandered there often pulling up carrots from the soil and remember how good they tasted, even with the fresh dirt on them. We ate from the garden and orchard and canned as much food as we could - hundreds of quarts. I would like urban residents to have similar fresh food opportunities either from their own and/or community gardens.
Rose Hayden-Smith
University of California
Ventura, California  93003
Phone: 805-645-1466
Email:  rmhaydensmith@ucdavis.edu
Passion Statement: I have two passions that support my goal of providing healthy, green, fair, and affordable food for youth and families:

1) To increase community-based food security by encouraging school, home, and community gardens. These can be individual or collective garden efforts, non-profit or enterprise.

2) I believe that educating youth about gardening/ag/food systems is an issue of national security, and should be a national priority. It was during WWI, when the U.S. Federal Bureau of Education promoted a national effort called the United States School Garden Army.

I promote my passion by pointing to the success of historical models, such as the Victory Garden Programs of WWI and WWII. Why not again today?
Gregory Heller
The Enterprise Center CDC
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19139
Phone: 215-895-4075
Email:  gheller@theenterprisecentercdc.org
Passion Statement: My passion for my work is based on a commitment to educate and empower communities in under-served urban areas and to develop healthy, sustainable food systems.
Nikki Henderson
People's Grocery
Oakland, California  94608
Phone: 510-652-7607
Email:  nikki@peoplesgrocery.org
Passion Statement: Breaking bread together, and knowing where our food comes from, are vital parts to the healing and sustainability of the human species--it's a life's work and blessing.
Hank Herrera
tela d'arweh llc
Oakland, California  94608
Phone: 510-735-9849
Email:  hank@c-prep.org
Passion Statement: All of our children, especially those living in the most vulnerable neighborhoods, deserve full access to fresh, healthy, affordable local food.
Beth Herz
Surdna Foundation
New York, New York 10017
Phone: 212-557-0010
Email:  bherz@surdna.org
Passion Statement: Improving access to healthy, affordable foods is a key potential strategy at the intersection of Surdna's mission to foster just and sustainable communities and its focus on sustainable environments, strong local economies, and thriving cultures.
Oran Hesterman
Fair Food Network
Ann Arbor, Michigan  48104
Phone: 734-213-3999 x 201
Email:  ohesterman@fairfoodnetwork.org
Passion Statement: Fair Food Network (FFN) is a non-profit organization that partners with individuals, community-based organizations, funders, government leaders, and others to design a food system that upholds the fundamental right to healthy, fresh and sustainably-grown food, with a focus on historically-excluded communities. We encourage local selection, ownership, and control of food sources that are environmentally sound, socially just, and economically viable. 

Charity Hicks
Detroit Black Community Food Security Network
Detroit, Michigan
Phone: 313-282-4382
Email:  chahicks@umich.edu
Passion Statement: I am a founding member of the Detroit Black Community Food Security Network of Detroit, Michigan and is currently the secretary of the group. I am serving the Detroit community on the following projects, programs, and initiatives, Detroit Public Schools Health Council, Detroit Grocery Store Coalition Steering Committee, Detroit Food Policy Council, People's Water Board Detroit, Future's Taskforce of the Community Development Advocates of Detroit, and Great Lakes Bioneers - Detroit. I am also a Master Gardener through MSU Wayne County Extension (2002).
Eddie Hill
Creatives4Community
Seattle, Washington  98144
Phone: 206-508-1260
Email:  ehill@creatives4community.org
Passion Statement: My passion for this work rests on growing sustainable, inclusive, and equitable food, social, and economic justice for all.
Lilian Hill
Hopi Tutskwa Permaculture
Flagstaff, Arizona  86002
Phone: 928-213-9760
Email:  hopitutskwa@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: Indigenous Peoples have developed specialized farming techniques throughout the western hemisphere, ranging from dry farming to the specialization and cultivation of diverse types of heirloom seeds. This specialized traditional knowledge has allowed Indigenous Peoples to sustain the land and themselves for thousands of years. As Indigenous Peoples, we created a way of living in which we depended on each other as families and communities for our survival and livelihood. In days not so long ago, our people, the Hopi, have subsisted from many varieties of corn, beans, squash, melons, pumpkins, and heirloom fruits such as apples, peaches, apricots, pears, and medicinal seasonal plant foods. Our health and nutrition depended on our deep intimate knowledge of our homeland and our relationship with the spiritual forces of nature. This life revolves around the cultivation and collection of seeds, fruits, root foods, greens, berries, and those plants and trees that give us shelter, heat, and comfort. In this way we live in accordance to the original and spiritual instructions of our elders. We see this process as a spiritual growth, and our health and nutrition adapt to this growth. 

With the introduction of mass-produced and commodity foods, imposed in the beginning by the federal government and more recently by international commercial food industries, our life way and path as Indigenous Peoples has changed in many significant ways. The rapid change in lifestyles and food has greatly contributed to the increase of diabetes and obesity in Indigenous communities and the loss of biodiversity in regards to the cultivation and care for ancient heirloom seeds. Although many continue to practice traditional farming, most rely strictly on grocery stores and government commodity foods for their subsistence. Foreign food markets that practice exploitive means in both farming and husbandry have compromised the dignity of our people. We believe that there is a correlation between our health, nutrition, and well-being. The foods that have sustained our people for thousands of years are a type of spiritual nourishment that enables us to understand our purpose and help us grow into productive human beings. 

To address these issues, it is important to engage youth and elders in an intergenerational project designed to encourage the continuation of our languages and cultures through meaningful interactions and hands-on activities. It has been documented that much of this linguistically encoded knowledge is transmitted to younger generations while they are assisting elders in traditional building, hunting, fishing, or foraging activities, or while food, fibers, medicines, or ceremonial items are being prepared by hand.
Janie Hipp
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Washington, District of Columbia 20024
Phone: 202-690-1615
Email:  Janie.Hipp@osec.usda.gov
Bruce Hirsch
Clarence E. Heller Charitable Foundation
San Francisco, California  94104
Phone: 415-989-9839
Email:  hirsch@cehcf.org
Passion Statement: I have been working on reforming the food system for 20 years. I beleive this kind of change is transformational, i.e., it can lead to change in other systems dealing with health and environment. In addition, I have a 10-year-old and I am committed to making sure that all children have access to good food.
Ferd Hoefner
National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition
Washington, District of Columbia 20002

Phone: 202-547-5754
Email:  fhoefner@sustainableagriculture.net
Passion Statement: I am invested in social change through policy reform to support shift to sustainable food and farming system.
Bridget Holcomb
Michael Fields Agricultural Institute
Madison, Wisconsin  53703
Phone: 608-256-1859
Email:  bridget.holcomb@gmail.com
Passion Statement: By speaking with many voices to a shared goal, we can change policy to create the future we want where family farmers are growing the healthful food that supports healthy communities.
Michele Holloway
Nu SigmaYouth Services
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19107
Phone: 215-851-1848
Email:  mholloway@nusigma.org
Passion Statement: To help youth eat healther.
Mari Holthaus
Kymar Acres
Waukon, Iowa  52172
Phone: 563-382-0489
Email:  kymaracres@neitel.net
Passion Statement: We strive daily to provide sustainable, high quality, healthy, and affordable food to our community.
Savi Horne
Land Loss Prevention Project
Durham, North Carolina 27702
Phone: 919-682-5969
Email:  savi@landloss.org
Passion Statement: Recently, the Land Loss Prevention Project, along with other partners, established the NC Food Policy Council, a quasi-state body that will re-orientate food policy in the statement. The work of LLPP has stabilized low-income farming communities and has supported local community markets. Providing healthy food for families in vulnerable communities drives our work.
Greg Horner
Cedar Tree Foundation
Boston, Massachusetts 02110
Phone: 617-695-6767
Email:  greg@cedartreefound.org
Passion Statement: I came to food and ag through a broader passion for environmental issues, including land conservation and climate change. Now I'm hooked: I am a passionate gardener, a wanna-be farmer, maybe even an urban homesteader. I want to see a world where all kids grow up with connections to their food and to the land; a world where people of all ages act out of concern for their fellow humans and the planet; a world where everyone has access to good food.
Kelly Horton
USDA/Health and Aging Policy Fellow
Alexandria, Virginia  22302
Phone: 703-305-2425
Email:  kelly.horton@fns.usda.gov
Passion Statement: As someone who was fed through the nation's child nutrition programs as a youngster, I hold a great passion for crafting and implementing policies that improve access to healthful, nutritious foods for all children in our world. What we grow and how we grow it not only impacts our individual health, communities, and environment - sustainable practices will ensure our ability to prosper as a global society.
Laura Howard
Kaiser Permanente
Rockville, Maryland  20852
Phone: 301-816-6404
Email:  Laura.J.Howard@kp.org
Passion Statement: I am relatively new to the field of healthy food access at Kaiser Permanente and am eager to learn how to incorporate best practicies, new ideas, and innovations into the work.
Jay Howard-Brock
USDA RMA
SouthWest, District of Columbia 20250
Phone: 202-690-4789
Email:  jacquea.Howard-Brock@rma.USDA.gov
Passion Statement: National Outreach
Casey Hoy
The Ohio State University, OARDC
Wooster, Ohio  44691
Phone: 330-263-3611
Email:  hoy.1@osu.edu
Passion Statement: I devote science and education to helping communities grow wealth around farming, in ways that young people want to continue and that protect the land and soil so they can.
Dana Hudson
Shelburne Farms - VT FEED, Northeast Regional Lead for National Farm to School Network
Shelburne, Vermont 05482
Phone: 802-233 1274
Email:  dhudson@shelburnefarms.org
Passion Statement: to quote Harry Truman, 'no nation is healthier than its children, or more prosperous than its farmers.' I wake every morning to improve the health of our kids and farms, while working to address equality, community vitality, land protection, curricular integration, and my own consciousness of these issues.
Nancy Huehnergarth
NYSHEPA
Millwood, New York 10546
Phone: 914-262-9568
Email:  nancy.huehnergarth@nyshepa.org
Passion Statement: I got involved in improving children's nutrition as an aggravated mother who was unhappy about the junk food sold and served to my children at school. I quickly learned how hard it was to make changes and realized the only way to effect lasting change is through policy. As the co-founder of a statewide coalition dedicated to improving policies and practices that promote healthier eating and more physical activity, we now have the means to effect lasting change.
Alan Hunt
Local Food Strategies
Washington, District of Columbia 20003
Phone: 202-506-4251
Email:  alan@localfoodstrategies.com
Passion Statement: How to connect farmers to markets that keep farmland in use as farmland?
Gail Imig
Consultant
East Lansing, Michigan  48823
Phone: 517-290-2706
Email:  glimig@msu.edu
Passion Statement: I have been involved in Food Systems work for years in higher ed as well as with the Kellogg Foundation. I have a long-term commitment to growing healthy food  on small and medium sized farms which are an integral part of rural communities. Sustainably grown healthy food contributes to the wellness of families and children, and I am committed to helping to realize the dream of accessibility of healthy food to all families and children.
Dallas Imoehl
NE Iowa Food and Fitness
Castalia, Iowa  52133
Betty Izumi
Portland State University
Portland, Oregon  97206
Phone: 517-420-6619
Email:  izumibet@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I firmly believe that when children have a relationship with their food, they will make health promoting choices. That is why my life as a mom, dietitian, and community health professor is focused on healthy, green, fair, and affordable food for children. This theme is the focus of my research, teaching, and service. In my personal life, I make growing, gathering, finding, preparing, and eating good food with my family a priority.
Charlie Jackson
Appalachian Sustainable Agriculture Project
Asheville, North Carolina 28806

Phone: 828-236-1282
Email:  charlie@asapconnections.org
Passion Statement: Healthy farms = healthy people = healthy communities.
Devanie Jackson
Brooklyn Rescue Mission
Brooklyn, New York 11233

Phone: 718-363-3085
Email:  devaniejackson@msn.com
Passion Statement: Our community needed fresh health produce, so our organization decided to grow it and our neighbors did not have stores where they could buy fresh produce, so we opened a farmer's market. We are our own best solutions to our food and community challenges, uphold us.
Emily Jackson
Appalachian Sustainable Agriculture Project and National Farm to School Network
306 West Haywood Street

Asheville, North Carolina 28801
Phone: 828-236-1282
Email:  emily@asapconnections.org
Passion Statement: My aim is work that would make both Wendell Berry and Marion Nestle proud.
Robert Jackson
Brooklyn Rescue Mission
Brooklyn, New York 11233

Phone: 718-363-3085
Email:  robertennisjackson@msn.com
Angela Jenkins
HOPE Collaborative
Oakland, California  94611
Phone: 510-752-1509
Email:  angela.jenkins@kp.org
Passion Statement: Well, at my core I believe in equity and social justice, whether it's with food aquisition/distribution, access to quality health care, education, or housing for everyone. This is a value that I hold in my personal and professional life.
Haleisa Johnson
NE Iowa Food & Fitness
Elkader, Iowa  52043
Phone: 563-245-7010
Email:  johnsoha@mercyhealth.com
Passion Statement: I'm a mother first and foremost and want to see my child and other children grow up to live long and healthy lives in an enivornment that gives them good choices that are easy to make.
Maray Johnson
Toca
Sells, Arizona  85634
Phone: 520-383-4966
McKenzie Johnson
Strawberry Point Development Fund, Inc.
Strawberry Point, Iowa  52076
Phone: 563-933-4417
Email:  econdev@strawberrypt.com
Passion Statement: I currently do not have children, but I do this work for my future children so they can grow up heathly all the way around.
Noland Johnson
Tohono O'odham Community Action
Sells, Arizona  85634
Phone: 520-383-4966
Email:  treader@tocaonline.org
Shane Johnson
Toca
Sells, Arizona  85634
Phone: 520-383-4966
Si Johnson
Tohono O'odham Community College
Sells, Arizona  85634
Phone: 520-383-8401
Email:  sjohnson@tocc.cc.az.us
Terrol Johnson
Toca
Sells, Arizona  85634
Phone: 520-383-4966
Email:  tdewj@tocaonline.org
Passion Statement: The purpose for my involvment in this work is to literally save my people's life and my life with healthy native foods from our land.
James Johnson-Piett
Urbane Development LLC
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19130
Phone: 215-868-1680
Email:  jjp@urbane-dev.com
Passion Statement: At this point in my career, I have a good sense of what I do well. I am a connector - of people, of resources, of systems. At a time when food systems are gaining more mainstream acknowledgment, the advocates of sustainable food systems must fight the tendency to operate in silos. While my work with Urbane Development focuses on providing healthy food access to economically-marginalized and underserved communities through food retail interventions, I have always viewed my work as an opportunity to connect food systems to other connected systems, particularly the urban environment. The hardware (land, physical infrastructure, and natural resources management), software (laws, policies, social/political considerations), and 'heartware' (environmental/space-based ethics, stewardship, and behaviors) are remarkably similar between food and urban environmental management systems. It has helped inform my understanding of food systems and food security issues and made them salient to my work and my personal vision of social justice as it relates to space.

My work with corner stores and small-scale grocers is a microcosm of a systems-based approach to food access. How does one convince a small business owner to stock products like fresh produce or healthy dry goods that can be difficult to procure and manage? One method is to exhibit the viability of healthy foods as a profit center for a small grocer through the power of community and educational based social marketing, creating a loyal, vested consumer base for both product and point of purchase. How does one convince consumers to make healthier snacking choices? By providing opportunities to make choice-based buying decisions through sampling, cooking demonstrations, and other hands-on mechanisms that allow consumers to experience first hand the added value of healthy, locally sourced foods. How do local food advocates get healthier products in stores in socio-economically disadvantaged communities? One option is to assist advocates in understanding the financial and operating modality of the small grocery operator, allowing advocates to make better assessments of which products are viable options for grocers based on hard market information. In the end, literacy of the system has occurred; in which each stakeholder understands the other's needs and wants, and hopefully the creation of a common syntax that lays the foundation for the evolution of the system.

Or more succinctly, while a locally-grown apple may represent three different things to our stakeholders (40% profit margin for the operator, a source of nutritious and healthy food to the local food advocate, and tasty snack to the consumer), each tacitly understands the ethos around the decision-making process of the other stakeholders in the system. Once you achieve systems literacy, the proverbial Tower of Babel crumbles and forward movement occurs.
Haile Johnston
Common Market
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19121
Phone: 215-715-9136
Email:  hailejohnston@gmail.com
Passion Statement: My passion has been to improve the capacity of individuals, organizations and communities to become empowered to identify and address issues that reduce the quality of life with a particular focus on health. This led me, in collaboration with others, to create the Common Market Philadelphia which serves to reconnect urban communities with regional farmers to reduce food insecurity and improve the viability of local farms.
Lisa Jones
School District of Philadelphia
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19130
Phone: 215-400-5564
Email:  lireeves@philasd.org
Passion Statement: Educating the students to help them make healthier choices when eating in school. Providing them with the best quality of healthy fresh locally grown foods.
Hugh Joseph
Tufts University
Boston, Massachusetts 02111
Phone: 617-636-3788
Email:  hughjoseph@comcast.net
Passion Statement: My career has focused on developing access to sustainable food for all people. epecially low-income. No human right is more important than the right of all people on this planet to a healthy diet that sustains life and wellbeing.
Anupama Joshi
Occidental College
Los Angeles, California 90041

Phone: 323-341 5095
Email:  ajoshi@oxy.edu
Passion Statement: Good Food for All! Is basic right? Its a justice issue for me, it is not something that should only be for the priviledged.
Cissimarie Juan
TOCA
Sells, Arizona  85634
Phone: 520-383-4966
Email:  cjuan@tocaonline.org
Passion Statement: 'We are the change we have been waiting for.'
Linda Juszczak
NASBHC
Washington, District of Columbia 20005
Phone: 202-638-5872
Email:  ljuszczak@nasbhc.org
Passion Statement: In additon to being a administrator in a non-profit I am a practicing nurse practitioner. I routinely encounter young people who have limited access to healthy foods and live in communities which reinforce unhealthy lifestyles. The majority of them want to follow a different path and do not see that the supports and the options are there for them. My commitment stems from my passion for these young people and suporting them in achieiving optimal health.
Marion Kalb
National Farm to School Network
Santa Fe, New Mexico  87502
Phone: 505-474-5782
Email:  marion@foodsecurity.org
Passion Statement: My passion for this work is supporting the farm sector, to keep it alive, growing, with ALL people consuming locally grown products on a daily basis.
Deborah Kane
Ecotrust / FoodHub
Portland, Oregon  97209
Phone: 503-467-0763
Email:  dkane@ecotrust.org
Passion Statement: You are what you eat.
Andrew Kang Bartlett
Presbyterian Hunger Program, PC(USA)
Louisville, Kentucky  40202
Phone: 502-569-5388
Email:  andrew.kangbartlett@pcusa.org
Passion Statement: Ensuring food for all is at the core of my work as well as much of my life outside of work. I believe that the reverence and skill with which we approach growing, distributing, and eating our food gives our lives meaning and treats God's creation as sacred. Just and sustainable food systems also create the foundation for peace in our communities and in the world.
Shalini Kantayya
7th Empire Media
Brooklyn, New York 11226
Phone: 646-942-7444
Email:  kshalini@7thempiremedia.com
Passion Statement: A world with sufficient food requires sufficient water. Support the universal human right to safe and affordable drinking water. Think Outside the Bottle.
Vicky Karhu
Mvskoke Food Sovereignty initiative
Okmulgee, Oklahoma  74447
Phone: 918-756-5915
Email:  vkarhu@mvskokefood.org
Passion Statement: As a lifelong organic gardener living in a Native American community where diabetes and obesity are rampant in both adults and children, I am dedicated to reinvigorating the agricultural heritage of the Mvskoke people and their neighbors as a way to recover health and physical fitness in our communities.
Janek Keediniihii
Urban Lifeways/Native Movement
Flagstaff, Arizona  86001
Phone: 928-607-7725
Email:  boozoolapaz@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: It all starts with a seed, so the untainted seeds are the most important component in countering the most pressing issues of our time.
Maureen Kelly

Food Security Learning Center, WhyHunger

505 Eighth Avenue 

New York, NY 10018

Phone: 212-629-5169

Email: Maureen@whyhunger.org 

Passion Statement: I believe we need to dig up the root of systems of injustice and power while planting and cultivating the seeds of positive alternatives. These seeds of alternate ways of being and thinking, will spread, germinate, and grow into a transformed world with equal access to healthy, high-quality, safe and affordable food for all people in all communities.
Tom Kelly
University of New Hampshire
Durham, New Hampshire 03824
Phone: 603-862-2640
Email:  tom.kelly@unh.edu
Passion Statement: Food is fundamental to sustainability. Food is inseparable from soil, farming, cuisine, nutrition and justice. Food is inseparable from climate and ecology. Food is culture. Sustainability is fundamental to food.

Angela Kemper
HunterKemper Consulting
Asheville, North Carolina 28804

Phone: 828-252-1475
Email:  angela@hunter-kemper.com
Passion Statement: I am committed to creating a healthy and secure future for today’s children who are tomorrow’s leaders. Working with several food-related organizations has underscored the needs for food access and parity and the opportunities to shape food policy, local markets, access, and knowledge. I am passionate about conducting evaluations of current strategies, outcomes, and programs to inform strategic learning about the practices that have significant individual and community impact.
Judith Kende
Low Income Investment Fund
New York, New York 10013
Phone: 212-509-5509 x11
Email:  jkende@liifund.org
Passion Statement: My passion is to provide housing, education, and fresh foods to low-income communities.
Navina Khanna
Food for the People
Oakland, California  94608
Phone: 510-393-4905
Email:  navina.khanna@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I am committed to revitalizing human relationships to embody reverence and respect, knowing food is the nexus between people and the planet.
Warren King
WellSpring
Oak Park, Illinois  60302
Phone: 708-383-0835
Email:  w.king@wellspringltd.com
Passion Statement: Increasing the production and access to good food is a key driver in many of the issues we face today; improving human health, reducing energy usage, increasing community wealth, restoring ecosystems, and improving educational outcomes
Marcia Kingslow
Kingslow Associates LLC
Annapolis, Maryland
Phone: 410-571-1545
Email:  marcia@kingslow-assoc.com
Passion Statement: Balancing social, economic and environmental objectives to advance equitable and sustainable food and agriculture systems.
Meg Kinney
Bad Babysitter Productions
Venice, California  90291
Phone: 310-913-7900
Email:  meg@badbabysitterproductions.com
Passion Statement: Understanding the true underlying experiences, stories, and emotions that influence human behavior is essential to effectively inspire change or new behavior. As a culture, there is no shortage of messages about food for parents; but too often the messaging fails to connect because it has not been made personally relevant. We are interested in learning about WIC parents as people. We want to explore how to make 'local' benefits meaningful, personal, and motivating.
Anthony Kinsey
Detroit Food and Fitness
Detroit, Michigan  48214
Phone: 248-388-2163
Email:  anthonykinsey@ymail.com
Passion Statement: Enriching the lives of others gives me a certain sense of pride because I know that I am contributing to the forward progress of the world.
Fred Kirschenmann
Leopold Center
Ames, Iowa
Phone: 515-294-3711
Email:  Leopold1@iastate.edu
Passion Statement: I have a deep peersonal interest in child obesity and child hunger issues. I am working with several people/institutions on these issues and am anxious to learn more, meet more people who have similar interests, and begin to determine how we can add these concerns into our agriculure sustainability work.
Lisa Kivirist
Inn Serendipity Farm and B&B
Browntown, Wisconsin  53522
Phone: 608-329-7956
Email:  lisa@innserendipity.com
Passion Statement: Supporting women farmers and ecopreneurs through education, resource connection, and networking can transform our food system to one that supports a healthy world for future generations.
Rebecca Klein
Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future
Baltimore, Maryland  21205
Phone: 410-502-7578
Email:  rklein@jhsph.edu
Passion Statement: I walk into work every day inspire by my colleagues, by the fact that we work to support the health of all people and the planet, and especially lately by the interdisciplinary partnerships that continue to grow around promoting a healthy, just and sustainable food system.
Linda Kleinschmit
NCR SARE PDP
Hartington, Nebraska  68739
Phone: 402-254-3310
Email:  Lindakl@ksu.edu
Passion Statement: It is our responsibility to treat the land with deep respect and awe now, if we are to sustain a just and healthy world for the 7th generation.
Jerusha Klemperer
Slow Food USA
Brooklyn, New York 11201
Phone: 718-260-8000
Email:  jerusha@slowfoodusa.org
Passion Statement: I come to this work from a strong personal conviction that our food system is broken; that citizen consumers can be empowered to advocate for change through the personal choices they make, through the food communities they build, and through advocacy on a local and national level. I am excited that the ideas and ideals of the sustainable food movement are taking root and am passionate about helping to bring this movement forward.
John Knoebel
Building Healthier Communities
Chicago, Illinois  60602
Phone: 312-685-5353
Email:  jknoebel@bhcusa.org
Passion Statement: I live for the realization of potential. We each begin life with gifts - some are natural, but most need nurturing and development. I owe so much to my family, teachers, friends, mentors, co-workers, companions on my unique spiritual journey. These influences shaped me from earliest childhood and allowed the expression of my gifts mentally, physically, and spiritually. As an athlete, leader, or friend, my responsibility and passion is be a positive influence, a role model, share knowledge and hopefully some wisdom with those with whom I come into contact. Children require food for the body and the spirit and are entitled to the best fuel to achieve their potential, experience hope, and develop their gifts. The greatest responsibility I feel is to those who do not have the choice to live vitally such as those in poverty, with disabilities, or in violent areas. This is why I have dedicated my life to kids by coaching athletics, coaching Special Olympics, participating in physical and learning activities, contributing to positive experiences, promoting the best available nutrition and why I founded Building Healthier Communities.
Lucas Knowles
USDA
Washington, District of Columbia 20250
Phone: 202-720-4256
Email:  lucas.knowles@osec.usda.gov
Passion Statement: Food is essential to our health and happiness, yet we don’t always realize it. Similarly, food systems are essential to our communities, and it is our responsibility that they reflect our standards of sustainability, equality, and diversity. I dedicate myself to this cause because of my commitment to these values and the extraordinary opportunity to connect with people through good food.
Pam Koch
Teachers College Columbia University
New York, New York 10027

Phone: 212-866-6603
Email:  pkoch@tc.edu
Passion Statement: A few years ago I worked with my son's second grade class cooking and eating a meal made from local ingredients, purchased at the farmers' market. At the end of the day my son said, 'What we did today was really different for all the other kids, but it was just normal for me.' I want us all to stay in this work until it is 'just normal' for all children to cook, eat, and enjoy local foods.
Grey Kolevzon
Sacred Community Land Trust
Oakland, California 94608

Phone: 510-450-0943
Email:  greyloom@hotmail.com
Passion Statement: I have been working to implement these goals full-time for the past 15 years, about 50% paid and 50% unpaid....
Kate Krauss
Slow Food USA
Brooklyn, New York 11201
Phone: 718-643-3401
Email:  kate.krauss@slowfoodusa.org
Passion Statement: I’ve always been passionate about defending those who have no voice against ignorance and greed, starting in journalism and continuing through work in the environmental movement. Our broken food system and the growing loss of traditional food cultures is one of the greatest threats to our collective future, and its disproportionate effect on the most vulnerable children of all communities but the already underserved populations most is one of our greatest national tragedies. I find I can’t do anything with my life but work to fix it.
Joanne Krell
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Battle Creek, Michigan  49017
Phone: 269-969-2088
Email:  joanne.krell@wkkf.org
Margaret Krome
Michael Fields Agricultural Institute
Madison, Wisconsin  53705
Phone: 608-238-1440
Email:  mkrome@sbcglobal.net
Passion Statement: I work for a food system that protects the environment, makes its best bounty accessible to all, and rewards its farmers and workers fairly. Creating and supporting policies to advance those goals directly and indirectly benefits children. Not only are children important beneficiaries of a sound system, but immediate and long-term victims of a bad system's weaknesses.
Shannon Kuhn
Alaska Youth for Environmental Action
Anchorage, Alaska  99501
Phone: 907-339-3910
Email:  shannon@ayea.org
Passion Statement: I work to empower young people with the skills and inspiration to change their communities, food system, and world.
Gene Kuwanquaftewa
Shungopavi - Hopi
Second Mesa, Arizona
Phone: 928-734-7135
Email:  genek@hopitelecom.net
Passion Statement: As a Hopi, sustenance farming is an intergral part of our culture as it not only provides affordable food but teaches one can interact with thier environment to sustain a fruitful field, lessons that need to be passed on to the next generation.
Laurie Lachance
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, Michigan  48109
Phone: 734-615-3400
Passion Statement: I believe and have always believed that first and foremost, what we eat and how we eat becomes an integral part of who we are.
Loren LaCorte
USDA
Alexandria, Virginia  22302
Phone: 703-305-2620
Email:  loren.lacorte@fns.usda.gov
Passion Statement: As lead for the USDA Farm to School Team, I look forward to learning more about how to link schools and children to their local farmers.
Lavette Lacy
Food Works, Village Gardens, Janus Youth Programs
Portland, Oregon  97232
Phone: 503-927-0820
Email:  foodworks@janusyouth.org
Passion Statement: Food Works, works to grow our business, grow our farm, grow our community, and grow ourselves.
Mozell Lang
Detroit Public Schools
7440 Second Avenue 3rd Floor
Detroit, Michigan  48906
Phone: 313-873-1485(W) 517-214-7450(C)
Email:  mozell.lang@detroitk12.org
Passion Statement: Mozell is currently Science Director for Detroit Public Schools. For 16 years she served as Science Education Consultant in the Curriculum Leadership Program for the Michigan Department of Education. For three years, she served as Science Consultant for the Highland Park Schools and the Pontiac School Districts. Her role included technical assistance in the area of science to schools, organizations, and educators at the local, regional, state, and national levels. Her background includes curriculum development, teacher in-service, classroom management, diversity training, assessment, teacher quality, mentorship, and student programs. Additionally, she has worked extensively in the area of K-12 health education and promotion. 

Mozell has worked with various levels of educators to create a self-sustaining plant growing environment in schools as part of the Greener Schools movement. 
Thomas Laskawy
Grist Magazine
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19119
Phone: 215-370-2765
Email:  tlaskawy@gmail.com
Passion Statement: To me, the single most important aspect of food policy involves food justice. The dual, paradoxical epidemics of obesity and poverty along with the threats posed by resource limits, climate change, and environmental degradation lifted this already pressing issue to the top of my concerns. It caused me to reorient my writing and my work toward addressing the serious risks our food system and, as a result, we, face.
Kimberly Latimer-Nelligan
Low Income Investment Fund
New York, New York 10013
Phone: 212-509-5509, x14
Email:  klatimer-nelligan@liifund.org
Passion Statement: To provide housing, education, and fresh foods to low income communities.
Kathy Lawrence
School Food FOCUS
Pine Bush, New York 12566

Phone: 914-708-7053
Email:  klawrence@schoolfoodfocus.org
Passion Statement: I am absolutely convinced that we can create food and farming systems in the service of social, economic, and environmental justice and I’m energized by the extent to which more and more sectors and interests are coming together toward that end. The moral imperative and undeniable public interest in children’s health, and specifically in the public procurement of healthy regional foods to provide good nutrition for our school kids, holds tremendous power to leverage institutional purchasing power in support of health and equity. It is a privilege to be working with school food service professionals and other across the country in this pivotal effort.
Larry Laverentz
HHS Office of Refugee Resettlement
Washington, District of Columbia 20447
Phone: 202 401-4861
Email:  larry.laverentz@acf.hhs.gov
Passion Statement: I have a strong interest in healthy foods because my office works to provide support for new refugee families that we want to encourage to grow and consume fresh produce particularly so that their children will be less inclined to get into the fast food culture.
Destin Layne
GRACE Foundation
New York, New York 10016
Phone: 212-991-1859
Email:  destin@gracelinks.org
Passion Statement: As Program Director at GRACE, a New York-based foundation that highlights pragmatic solutions to environmental problems, I have strong interest in bringing support for the local food movement with a special focus on access for those who have none. As a long-time food and community activist with roots in Wisconsin, I bring over ten years of experience working for social justice to the fight for safe, delicious, and ethically-produced food for all people.
Nhan Le
HOPE Collaborative
Alameda, California  94501
Phone: 510-777-2482
Email:  nhanleusa@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I am a resident, and I want to be involved in the community
Carol Kramer LeBlanc
USDA Office of the Chief Econ.
Washington, District of Columbia 20250
Phone: 202-720-2456
Email:  ckramerleblanc@oce.usda.gov
Passion Statement: I agree entirely with the above statement regarding sustainable food and natural resource systems as well as fostering liveable communities, at home and abroad, and strengthened urban-rural linkages; this is my work as Director for Sustainable Development of the US Department of Agriculture.
Blong Lee
Fresno County EOC
Fresno, California  93721
Phone: 559-263-1096
Email:  blong.lee@fresnoeoc.org
Passion Statement: I want to do what I can to ensure that everyone has access to affordable fresh and local food and that the farmers, especially the small farms, can participate profitably in this endeavor.
Hye Won Lee
Health Resources in Action
Boston, Massachusetts 02116
Phone: 617-279-2240 x307
Email:  hlee@hria.org
Passion Statement: I believe that young people are strong agents of change and to create a just society, especially in the world of food and fitness.
Shannon Lee
Greenings of Detroit
Detroit, Michigan 48216

Phone: 313-237-8733
Email:  shannynred@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: I have a passion for cooking because I get to show my creative side. I also have a passion for working with my community because I believe that change is wonderful.
Sammy Leffler
Flagstaff Agricultural Revitalization Movement
Flagstaff, Arizona  86001
Phone: 602-570-2487
Email:  sml244@nau.edu
Passion Statement: Though the modern world is rich with scientific knowledge and convienences, there is a poor amount of ethical interest in our most basic need: food. I feel that this need, the knowledge and experience of producing it in an honest, fair and natural way, is a valuable and dire necessity for the mental and physical well being of my family, my community, and the human population.
Karen Lehman
Fresh Taste
Chicago, Illinois  60640
Phone: 312-616-8000
Email:  karenl@cct.org
Passion Statement: I have been involved in food system change work for 30 years, ranging from youth farming to global agriculture policy work. I have never seen a time like this when the connections between childhood obesity and the way our food is produced and marketed are apparent and driving policy. It is an exciting moment. We have the opportunity to work systemically with broad networks and coalitions of very knowledgeable and powerful groups.
David Lester
Oneota Community Food Co-Op
Decorah, Iowa  52101
Phone: 563-382-4666
Email:  gm@oneotacoop.com
Passion Statement: It is important for our children to know what eating healthy really means. Large corporations have had their influence in our school systems for a long time. One of my goals in my position as the GM at the Oneota Community Food Co-Op will be to figure out how our vast community of growers and producers of local goods can influence and teach the benefits of eating locally in the school system.
Stewart Levy
Health Promotion Solutions
Newtown, Pennsylvania  18966
Phone: 215-968-7800
Email:  slevy@healthpromosolutions.com
Passion Statement: Interest in measurement of evidence based solutions for community health promotion. Previous success in documenting best practices and health outcomes in various community settings including faith based churches, retailers, and employer settings.
Alexandra Lewin
The Pew Charitable Trusts
Washington, District of Columbia 20004
Phone: 202-540-6381
Email:  alewin@pewtrusts.org
Passion Statement: My background is in nutrition policy, working with likely and unlikely bedfellows that come together to find common ground around a set of policy goals. I am passionate about improving the nutritional quality of school meals, with an eye towards how it impacts the rest of the food system.
Andrew Lewis
Natwani Coalition
Polacca, Arizona  86042
Phone: 928-737-4646
Email:  alewis@aya.yale.edu
Passion Statement: The emergence of human society has occurred in step with our evolution as agrarians. Over three generations, however, we have been subject to a radical transformation of how we produce and distribute food. This transformation has resulted in significant positive and negative consequences to community and individual health and well-being. 
For the last 7 years I have lived at Hopi, the oldest extant farming community in North America. As a largely traditional community, it provides a window into the past and a dramatically different worldview that suggests alternate strategies for how communities can organize themselves around food. Traditional Hopi farming provides a 2000 year old model of how food has been produced in one of the more challenging environments on earth. Their highly adapted farming methods and seed stock could also provide solutions for communities facing climate change. 

In the future, will we still be agrarians?  If so, what will agrarian communities look like?  And what small lessons can we learn from Hopi?
Hannah Lewis
National Center for Appropriate Technology
Des Moines, Iowa  50309
Phone: 515-288-0460
Email:  hannahl@ncat.org
Passion Statement: Food can be many things - vital sustenance or poison; a medium of exchange that brings people together and builds relationships, or a commodity with no human face. Similarly, producing food can engage natural processes, or it can attempt to eliminate nature as much as possible from the equation. We as individuals and society have these choices to make about what role food plays in our lives. I want to help people understand those choices clearly and to empower all of us to make the choices that increase beauty and joy for each of us.
Ivan Lewis
Tohono O'odham Nation Youth Council
Sells, Arizona  85634
Phone: 520-840-8117
Email:  ivan.lewis08@gmail.com
Passion Statement: Helping people build self-esteem through my actions is something bigger than me and as well is a motivation.
Rodney Lewis
Maricopa Bar Association
Phoenix, Arizona
Email:  rlewis@akingump.com
Steven Liebowitz
Woodcock Foundation
New York, New York 10036
Phone: 212-812-4315
Email:  sliebowitz@woodcockfdn.org
Passion Statement: While the Woodcock Foundation is new to this field and on a sharp learning curve, our passion is to support those very capable individuals who are increasing access to healthy foods for children and families.
Sam Lipschultz
Myrtle Avenue Revitalization Project
Brooklyn, New York  11205

Phone: 718-230-1689
Email:  sam.lipschultz@gmail.com
Passion Statement: Real food is a basic human right, need, and cultural ingredient. Everyone needs access to this fundamental life source. I love food, I love people, and I love bringing them together to heal and flourish.
Toni Liquori
Liquori and Associates
New York, New York 10028

Phone: 212-988-1953
Email:  toni@liquoriandassociates.com
Joann Lo
Food Chain Workers Alliance
Los Angeles, California 90014
Phone: 213-489-9054
Email:  fcwacoord@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I am excited to be working with the Food Chain Workers Alliance which works together to build a more sustainable food system that respects workers’ rights, based on the principles of social, environmental, and racial justice, in which everyone has access to healthy and affordable food.
Susan Lobo
Tohono O'odham Community Action
Tucson, Arizona  85719
Phone: 520- 320-7714
Email:  slobo333@aol.com
Passion Statement: As a cultural anthropologist my contribution to this work focuses on documenting the processes of cultural and social change toward goals of improved community well-being, and understanding the basis for these changes.
Ralph Loglisci
Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future
Baltimore, Maryland  21205
Phone: 443-722-0555
Email:  ralphloglisci@me.com
Passion Statement: I truly can't think of one issue more important than ensuring the food we feed our children and ourselves is healthy, affordable, tasty and, last but not least, sustainable.
Malik Looper
Literacy for Environmental Justice
San Francisco, California  94124
Phone: 415-282-6840
Email:  executivedirector@lejyouth.org
Passion Statement: I've dedicated my life to service so that individuals and whole communities strive to thrive.
Shannon Lopez
Nuestras Raices
Holyoke, Massachusetts
Phone: 413-535-1789
Email:  Shannon@nuestras-raices.org
Passion Statement: Youth Leadership!
Megan Lott
Community Food Security Coalition/National Farm to School Network
Washington, District of Columbia 20002
Phone: 202-543-8602
Email:  megan@foodsecurity.org
Passion Statement: My interest in this work began as an employee at a local food bank where I realized just how many people lacked access to healthy affordable food. Since this position I have dedicated my academic studies and work to finding ways to provide healthy, affordable food to those who need it most.
Brandon Louie
Association of Farmworker Opportunity Programs
Sacramento, California  95826
Phone: 916-296-0165
Email:  louie@afop.org
Passion Statement: I believe that the people who pick our food deserve the same rights and respect as any other human being and that their children deserve to have the same educational opportunities and access to healthy, affordable food as all other children.
Natanael Louis
Boston Collaborative Food & Fitness
Boston, Massachusetts 02116
Phone: 617-451-0049
Email:  nathiicuddlezxoxo@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I have been a peer leader for about four years and an avid voice for the youth. I enjoy working to make a difference in my community and working hard to make the average teenager get all the great opportunities out in the world. I love doing and being involved in all that I am.
Drew Love
Real Food Challenge
Boston, Massachusetts
Phone: 330-801-0389
Email:  medrew101@gmail.com
Passion Statement: Healthy and just food is the foundation for a healthy and just society.
Damara Luce
Just Harvest USA
Oakland, California  94610
Phone: 510-725-8752
Email:  damara@justharvestusa.org
Passion Statement: I am passionate about this work because I believe that our food system is broken and is built on the suffering and exploitation of countless men and women -- farmworkers, meatpackers, poultry processors, and more. I dream of a day when agricultural and food system work is honored and valued as sacred, life-giving work.
Henry Luke
Food Empowerment Education & Sustainability Team (FEEST)
Seattle, Washington  98106
Phone: 206-935-2999
Email:  hwl206@gmail.com
Passion Statement: FEEST is the Food Education Empowerment and Sustainability Team. We are a youth-run program out of Youngstown Cultural Arts Center, and we gather every Wednesday at 3:30 PM to kick it in the kitchen, prepare a delicious and healthy meal, and then eat all together family-style while learning more about food in our communities. At the end of every month, we throw Community Potlucks where people of all ages are invited to share and dialogue with us.
Jim Lukens
Southern SAWG
Fayetteville, Arkansas  72702
Phone: 479-251-8310
Email:  jlukens@ssawg.org
Passion Statement: Good farmers produce healthy food while protecting and rejuvenating the soil and other resources needed for future production. My passion is helping good farmers support their families and their communities while also helping to create a system of equitable food access.
Mia Luluquisen
HOPE Collaborative/AC Public Health Dept.
Oakland, California  94607
Phone: 510-267-3224
Email:  mia.luluquisen@acgov.org
Passion Statement: I am passionate for this work, in my role as evaluator, because I live in Oakland, with its enormous diversity in people's cultures, lifestyles and belief systems. However, within this population diversity, we also have unequal economic and educational opportunities and inequitable access to healthy food, goods and services. The inequities are in the food systems whereby in many parts of Oakland, the cost of soda is much less than fresh milk, and it is unsafe to walk to the grocery store (if there is one in the neighborhood). I am passionate about my role as evaluator because I want to help monitor progress and assist with ensuring the implementation of this major initiatve is successful.
Karla Lutjens
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Battle Creek, Michigan  49017
Phone: 269-969-2636
Email:  karla.lutjens@wkkf.org
Passion Statement: It is my goal to provide healthy, green, and fair food at all our conferences in the future.
Elizabeth Lynn
van Beuren Charitable Foundation
Newport, Rhode Island 02840
Phone: 401-619-5913
Email:  elynn@vbcfoundation.org
Passion Statement: Growing and eating healthy food in a sustainable manner is a virtuous circle that supports healthy people, healthy communities, and healthy economies.
Erin MacDougall
Public Health - Seattle & King County
Seattle, Washington  98104
Phone: 206-263-8804
Email:  erin.macdougall@kingcounty.gov
Passion Statement: Increasing awareness and knowledge by public health professionals on the complexity of food system issues; Educating policymakers; Writing and presenting to 'make the case' about chronic disease prevention vs. treatment by talking about food systems to the general public, policymakers, and professionals.
Betty MacKenzie
Red Tomato, Inc.
Canton, Massachusetts
Phone: 781-575-8911, x22
Email:  bmackenzie@redtomato.org
Passion Statement: My work is to help create and sustain healthy family farms in our region, and to get the healthy food they produce to everyone.
Kate MacKenzie
City Harvest
New York, New York 10018

Phone: 917-351-8751
Email:  kmackenzie@cityharvest.org
Passion Statement: I believe there are too many inequities that result in poor health and social conditions...I want to change that.
Jennifer Maiser
Eat Local Challenge
San Francisco, California  94109
Phone: 415-902-5593
Email:  jmaiser@gmail.com
Passion Statement: The only way that we can expect children to become healthy, contributing adults who pay attention to where their food comes from is by changing their minds when they are children. Whole foods, from a sustainable source, must be integrated into the lives of children so that they come to see it as the norm and expect it in their lives.
Fatima Malik
Health Education Council
West Sacramento, California  95691
Phone: 916-556-3344
Email:  ftm.malik@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I am the developer of a new program listed below:

In 2009-10 and onward the Health Education Council and its FEED Coalition partners aim to continue its very successful hands-on cooking and nutrition education model program, called EAT (Ethnic American Treasures) from the Garden: teaching students and community members how to grow and cook fresh produce in healthy ways. Since May 2008, which marked the establishment of the Garden Café cooking classroom, students from health classes and the GEO Academy classes have been learning how to grow fresh vegetables and cook healthy recipes with fresh produce harvested directly from the school-based garden. With future funding, we want to continue to offer these trainings and hands-on experiences as well as provide 5 additional workshops specifically on how to prevent diabetes, heart disease, hypertension, cancer and obesity. During the past 6 months, the Health Education Council has piloted these 5 interactive workshops in the 9th grade Academy class, and we hope to expand them to all students and adults participating in the Eat from the Garden program. The workshops have been well received by students and teachers. 

Amanda Dew Manning
Georgia Department of Education
Atlanta, Georgia  30334
Phone: 404-656-2470
Email:  manningad@gmail.com
Passion Statement: There is nothing more important in my life and in my career than finding ways to bring healthier foods--particularly locally grown foods--into school nutrition programs to enhance the health of children and to give them every possibility to lead more productive lives.
Amara Mansare
Jacobo Marcus-Carranza Band
Flagstaff, Arizona  86004
Phone: 928-225-6023
Ann Mansfield
NE Iowa Food & Fitness Initiative
Decorah, Iowa  52101
Phone: 563-382-2949
Email:  mansan01@luther.edu
Passion Statement: I am committed to building a learning community regarding the connection between our health (personal, environmental, social, community) and food.
Gerardo Marin
Farm Fresh Choice of Ecology Center
Berkeley, California 94702

Phone: 510-848-1704
Email:  gera@ecologycenter.org
Passion Statement: It is vital that we honor and support the healing and empowerment of our low-income communities in reclaiming their best health through ownership in their local economies, just food systems, education, and culture building. I work to bridge the best of our networks to lift what works and to co-create the realities we dream of. It’s critical strategy to partner with young people to cultivate critical concsiousness, and creative love to reverse the spell our people are under and use our gifts to shift the paradigms back to honor and stewardship of land and our people.
Kara Martin
King County Food & Fitness Initiative
Seattle, Washington  98116
Phone: 206-850-2877
Email:  kara@martinandsanders.com
Passion Statement: I believe all people should have access to and enjoy good food.
Linda Martin
The Ohio State University
Columbus, Ohio  43220
Phone: 614-688-5612
Email:  martin.1371@osu.edu
Passion Statement: I work in the broad areas of environment and sustainable agriculture. Because I have responsibility for college curriculum in these area, it is inportant that I clearly understand future trends and issues surrounding food production.
Pati Martinson
Taos County Economic Development Corp. (TCEDC)
Taos, New Mexico  87571
Phone: 575-758-8731
Email:  tcedc@tcedc.org
Passion Statement: As a founder/director of a rural community based organization, our work is supporting food, land water and the cultures of the peoples of Northern New Mexico. I was raised to believe it is a high honor to feed the people, and my passion is for helping people to find joy and health in the gifts given to us by the creator to 'feed the people.'
Ian Marvy
Added Value and Herban Solutions, Inc.
Brooklyn, New York 11231
Phone: 718-855-8831 x25
Email:  imarvy@added-value.org
Passion Statement: For the past decade I have been and continue to be inspired by the transformative nature of food. When a first grader in my community stops me on the street and asks me for lemon sorrel my heart stops, when one of the teens who works with me gives an incredible explanation of our vermicomposting program my eyes light up, and when Maria, a senior citizen who volunteers on the farm, brings by fresh strawberry ice cream I know that we are changing individuals’ lives.

Equally as exciting is when business people seek out partnerships with our farming enterprise or government looks to us to help solve problems. Then I know that we are changing systems.

It is this wonderful mixture of individual inspiration and social change work that keeps me feeling impassioned.
Nicole Mason
Veritable Vegetable
San Francisco, California  94124
Phone: 415-550-4809
Email:  nmason@veritablevegetable.com
Passion Statement: I believe that the food system is the root of civilization, underlying everything we do. If we make our food system more sustainable, and increase people's access to fresh, healthy food, then our communities will be healthier.
Margaret May
Ivanhoe Neighborhood Council
Kansas City, Missouri  64131
Phone: 816-921-6611
Email:  mmay@incthrives.org
Passion Statement: Longevity and quality of life in the African American community are greatly influenced by heredity and life styles. The lack of grocery stores and the availability of fresh, healthy foods are further deterents. I, along with Americans of all races and cultural backgrounds, must open our eyes to the realities faced by far too many people (poor people in general, but especially people of color) and do our part to inform and encourage people to embrace healthy eating and exercise to improve the quality of life; each of us must do our best to be a positive influence for change.
Aletha Maybank
New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
Brooklyn, New York 11221

Phone: 646-253-5600
Email:  kmayban1@health.nyc.gov
Passion Statement: For several years, I have been doing 'equity' work, many of us have. But I often question what has been the impact of our efforts? Are we succeeding at changing behaviors in order for children and their families to lead healthier lives? I fully appreciate the importance of and the initial success of implementing policies to change food and built environments to ultimately change behavior and social norms. However, will this be enough?  I believe the next phase of equity work should boldly focus on raising the level of community consciousness about food injustices in hopes to mobilize communities to place demands on unequal systems in order to receive a supply of food that is healthy, green, and fair. This has been the framework for most successful social justice movements in this country. I believe children are prime and eager to participate in and guide this next phase of work.
Brandon McBride
Food, What?!
Soquel, California  95073
Phone: 831-600-7364
Email:  brandonmcride@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: I love what this community offers to other people; their passion envelops inside of me, making me passionate.
Richard McCarthy
Marketumbrella. Org
New Orleans, Louisiana  70118
Phone: 504-861-4485
Email:  richard@marketumbrella.org
Passion Statement: I believe that through the establishment of alternative commercial and social institutions, we can grow a new world within the shell of the old -- one in which values of mutual aid, dignity and respect that drown out the dominant values of exclusion and domination.
Crissie McMullan
National Center for Appropriate Technology
Missoula, Montana  59802
Phone: 406-531-5162
Email:  crissiem@ncat.org
Passion Statement: I want to harness the energy and enthusiasm of AmeriCorps volunteers to figure out--community by community--how to provide healthy, green, fair, and affordable food for America's school children.
Kelsey Meagher
Real Food Challenge
Irvine, California  92617
Phone: 805-835-3427
Email:  kelsey.meagher@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I am passionate about empowering youth to think critically about the social forces that control our food system and to leverage their collective power for a healthy, just, and sustainable food system.
Joseph Mease
Indian Oasis Middle School
Sells, Arizona  85634
Phone: 520-383-6950
Email:  jmease@iobusd40.org
Passion Statement: It is very important that we as parents, educators, and professionals to advocate for our youth in order for them to experience a healthier, longer, lifestyle. There needs to be a change. The diseases that plague our generation are statistically higher in this country than international areas.
Erin Meier
UM Regional Sustainable Development Partnerships
Kasson, Minnesota  55944
Phone: 507-536-6313
Email:  tegtm003@umn.edu
Passion Statement: Still Strong!
Brett Melone
Agriculture & Land-Based Training Association (ALBA)
Salinas, California  93912
Phone: 831-758-1469
Email:  brett@albafarmers.org
Passion Statement: Development of the next generation of farmers is key to our future well-being. The voices of these farmers need to be part of the dialogue of how our agricultural and food systems adapt to new realities and challenges, and of course, opportunities. Many of tomorrow's farmers are limited resource, socially disadvantaged, and are not necessarily part of the traditional ag sector, nor the sustainable ag sector. It is incumbent upon us, the leaders of the sustainable ag movement, to make diversity in all its expressions, a top priority. It is the right thing to do, and, our future depends upon it.
Korin Merle
HOPE COLLABORATIVE
Oakland, California  94602
Phone: 510-208-5908
Email:  korin5us@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: My passion is to stay engaged in youth-led Paticipatory Action Research by engaging other young adults.
Ken Meter
Crossroads Resource Center
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55423
Phone: 612-869-8664
Email:  kmeter@crcworks.org
Passion Statement: Building community-based food systems is the best path I know of for engaging children, youth, and adults in creating economic recovery for the U.S., improving health, fostering social connections, and building community capacities. It is our best hope for creating a resilient, respectful future.
Scot Michelson
Iowa Dept. of Natural Resources
Fayette, Iowa  52142
Phone: 563-425-4161
Email:  Scot.Michelson@dnr.iowa.gov
Passion Statement: Ensuring that my kids’ generation has abundant places for physical activity and to grow their own food is what drives me to be involved in the Food & Fitness Initiative.
Julia Middleton
Slow Food USA
Brooklyn, New York 11201

Phone: 718-260-8000
Email:  julia@slowfoodusa.org
Passion Statement: I have always been interested in agriculture, from the farmers who grow our food to our connection to the food system when deciding what to eat for dinner.  As an undergrad at the University of Redlands Johnston Center for Integrative Studies, I wrote a thesis, Food for Thought: Sustainable Agriculture, Photography and Community Engagement; that explored my interest in the cross section of people and the environment through the written word, photography and a local, organic, seasonal and sustainable dinner. Upon graduating from the Johnston Center with a self - designed degree, I joined the Slow Food USA Youth Programs staff and in the last 18 months have moved through the ranks to Acting Youth Programs Manager. Currently, my focus is on developing the Slow Food in Schools and Slow Food on Campus programs nationally, working with young people, teachers, parents, administrators and partners to design robust programs. I am driven by my desire to collaborate with young people to advocate for, help create, and enjoy, a new food system.
Leslie Mikkelsen
Prevention Institute
Oakland, California  94607
Phone: 510-444-7738
Email:  leslie@preventioninstitute.org
Passion Statement: Promoting a sustainable food system allows me to address many issues that I care about - social justice, health, and environmental sustainability.
Marian Milbauer
Navin Associates
Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts
Phone: 617-524-7017
Email:  Milbauer@comcast.net
Passion Statement: My role with this project is as an evaluator. However, I have long been interested in the intersection of real food, the environment, and health. This makes for a good pairing of my professional pursuits with my personal interests.
Melissa Miles
Sells, Arizona  85634
Phone: 520-488-5816
Lynda Millan
City of Holyoke
Holyoke, Massachusetts
Phone: 413-322-5510
Email:  MillanL@ci.holyoke.ma.us
Passion Statement: Being involved with the farmers' market has broadened my view to bring to the community nutritional information.
Cory Miller
South East Philadelphia Collaborative
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19148
Phone: 215-468-1645 x204
Email:  corymiller@ucsep.org
Passion Statement: Working with youth I have first-handedly seen the lack of nutrition and fresh foods in their diet and feel that it affects their ability to not only be healthy but to be energetic, motivated and productive members of our society; by doing this work I am contributing to change for our youth where they have access to all they need and deserve.
Bruce Milne
University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, New Mexico  87131
Phone: 505-681-4285
Email:  bmilne@sevilleta.unm.edu
Passion Statement: Just three generations ago most folks had access to organic, healthy, whole food, by default. Our collective response to the undemocratic circumstances surrounding what we eat requires the courage to participate, to engage, and take ownership of local, sustainable food systems that benefit current and future generations.
Glenda Mitchell
OC Haley Mainstreet
New Orleans, Louisiana  70113
Phone: 504-528-1806
Email:  ochaleymainstreet@gmail.com
Passion Statement: This work has personally caused me to look at my life style differently and the opportunity to help others who will otherwise will not been given. I am passionate about helping the elderly and senior citizen housing situations with healthy choices by providing assistance.
Christina Mitchell Grace
NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets
Brooklyn, New York 11217
Phone: 718-722-2834
Email:  christina.grace@agmkt.state.ny.us
Passion Statement: As a civil servant, advocate and mother, I strive to contribute to efforts to ensure every child has access to healthful sustainably-produced foods; experiences the taste of local fresh food every day; knows where her food comes from; and grows food at least once in his life to witness the miracle and feel the pride of shepherding a fruit or vegetable from seed to plate.
Helen Mont-Ferguson
Boston Public Schools FNS
Dorchester, Massachusetts
Phone: 617-635-9143
Email:  hmontfer@boston.k12.ma.us
Passion Statement: As a Registered Dietitian and School Food Service Director for over 20 years it is vitally important to provide healthy food to nourish the minds and bodies of our precious children. Working with committed constituents and farmers to refocus on where our food comes from and how best to make it affordable and available to schools for use in the USDA Meals Programs is a critical piece in shaping the future of healthy children.
Matthew Moore
Goodyear, Arizona  85336
Phone: 650-906-6767
Email:  matt@urbanplough.com
Juan Morales
Neighborhood Of Affordable Housing
East Boston, Massachusetts
Phone: 617-981-1458
Email:  jmorales514@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: With this work I am able to influence my family and friends to become more aware of their health and environment.
Jane Morgan
JFM Consulting Group
Detroit, Michigan  48219
Phone: 313-592-0368
Email:  jfmorgan@verizon.net
Passion Statement: I truly hope that my work in some way contributes to significant and measurable change in childrens' access to healthy food.
Anne Mosness
Blue Festival/Go Wild Campaign
Bellingham, Washington  98229
Phone: 360-671-6478
Email:  Annemosness@aol.com
Passion Statement: Oceans provide life-sustaining oxygen, food, employment, climate stablization and many other essential services. They need our active involvement and protection so that coastal communities and family fishing businesses, affordable, wild and health-enhancing seafoods will be here for future generations.
Renee Muir
BMS Family Health Center
Brooklyn, New York 11212
Phone: 718-922-0650 x155
Email:  reneedmuir@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: I am committed to improving the quality of food and nutrition habits of young people in the East New York/ Brownsville communities to change the health outlook for families in these communities; it has to start within our youth education practices.
Michelle Frain Muldoon
Wallace Center at Winrock International
Arlington, Virginia  22202
Phone: 703-302-6587
Email:  mfmuldoon@winrock.org
Passion Statement: Having grown up in America, but working in food security among the poorest of the poor for most of my career (in Africa) I am stunned by the level of food insecurity in all its forms that exists right here in this rich and educated United States. Now working in US food systems, I manage the new Healthy Urban Food Enterprise Development (HUFED) Center project, funded by USDA-NIFA and mandated by Congress--to implement market based change and business approaches to food access issues (access to healthy, green, fair and affordable food), for children especially. Personally, I am a mother of twin 2-year old boys who finds it difficult to maintain and ensure their healthy eating because even we lack convenient, affordable good food access and further don't have much time to spare for anything; my full-time day job is demanding and then I go home and start my second (night shift) 'job' with my boys. If it is this challenging for me-- someone who is educated, not rich but certainly not poor, then something is very wrong and very broken with our food system. My training and experience is in marketing and business development, so it is from this angle that I will tackle the issue.
Mark Muller
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55404
Phone: 612-870-3420
Email:  mmuller@iatp.org
Passion Statement: Food provides a daily reminder of our dependence on our community, our culture, and our natural environment. A thriving food system does much more than simply provide adequate calories, but reconnects us with the sacred.
Tenise Murphy
Farm Fresh Choice of Ecology Center Berkeley
Berkeley, California 94702

Phone: 510-848-1704
Email:  Geractivacion@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I want to gain new skills, meet new people doing the work, so I can help build stronger communities. Many of my people are too sick and we must change this.
Helene Murray
Minnesota Institute for Sustainable Agriculture
Saint Paul, Minnesota  55108
Phone: 612-625-0220
Email:  h-murray@hotmail.com
Passion Statement: We can accomplish the most by working together and I am commited to that approach.
Lloyd Nadal
CANFIT
Berkeley, California  94704
Phone: 510-644-1533 x14
Email:  lnadal@canfit.org
Passion Statement: In order to improve the quality of life of young people (especially those in low-income communities and communities of color) we must work in partnership with youth to move them from the margins to the center of the movement to change the food system.
Rick Nahmias
Rick Nahmias Photography
Valley Glen, California  91401
Phone: 818-782-9035
Email:  Rick@rcnphoto.com
Sabian Negron
HHFPC
Holyoke, Massachusetts
Phone: 413-420-2108
Passion Statement: I am interested in physical activites and healthy food and healthy environments.
Rebecca Nemec
Boston Collaborative for Food and Fitness
Boston, Massachusetts
Phone: 617-534-2672
Email:  rnemec@bphc.org
Passion Statement: Food is a universal experience for people. It is something that ties each and everyone of us together, and in ways we aren't even aware of. Food is a basic right for all people, especially children. To ensure that all people have access to healthy, sustainable and fairly produced food is the underpining of all other societal structures.

Sissy Nga Trinh
Southeast Asian Community Alliance
Los Angeles, California 90012
Phone: 213-628-8667
Email:  sissy@seaca-la.org
Passion Statement: Food is one of the few universal issues that impacts people every single day and provides us with opportunities to make immediate and long-standing changes.
Nahn Nguyen
White Center Community Development Association
Seattle, Washington  98106
Phone: 206-694-1082
Email:  nhan@wccda.org
Passion Statement: The mission of the White Center Community Development Association (CDA) is to promote a vibrant neighborhood and high quality of life for WC-BP individuals, families and children through the development of authentic leadership opportunities and community-led, neighborhood initiatives.

We accomplish this through our three lines of business: neighborhood revitalization, family development, and community building.
Melissa Nimke
The Brico Fund
Milwaukee, Wisconsin  53202
Phone: 414-272-2747
Email:  mbn@bricofund.org
Passion Statement: I believe it is our responsibility to teach our children not only how to eat in the healthiest manner possible, but also to change the broken food systems in our world, creating a sustainable way for everyone to have access to fresh, healthy food now and for all future generations.
Michael Nischan
Wholesome Wave
Westport, Connecticut
Phone: 203-226-1112
Email:  michel@wholesomewave.org
Passion Statement: We believe that under-served communities can become the underdog heroes of a changed food system.
Monica Nuvamsa
The Hopi Foundation
Kykotsmovi, Arizona  86039
Phone: 928-734-2380
Email:  monica.nuvamsa@hopifoundation.org
Passion Statement: My goal and that of my organization is to restore self-sufficiency within the local food economy of the Hopi people through education, training, and integration and revitalization of sustainable farming practices.
Noemi Ochoa
AFOP
Weslaco, Texas  78596
Phone: 956-373-3917
Email:  ochoa@afop.org
Passion Statement: I am working and advocating for the population (migrant) of which I come from as a child.
Kim O'Donnel
Freelance
Seattle, Washington  98116
Phone: 206-588-1188
Email:  writingfood@gmail.com
Passion Statement: Hard not to sound like a cliche, but investing in children's access to safe, affordable and healthy food is an investment in the future.
Stephanie Ogburn
Agricultural Sustainability Institute at UC Davis
Davis, California  95616
Phone: 530-752-5297
Email:  stephanie.ogburn@gmail.com
Passion Statement: We are what we eat. This is a truism, yet it's not been taken to heart in American schools, American families, or American policy. My work and passion is to create a system that helps us reach our fullest potential by producing and consuming food in healthy, just, sustainable ways. So when we are what we eat, we are the best we can be.
Shavelle Olivier
Mattapan Food and Fitness Coalition
Mattapan, Massachusetts
Phone: 857-277-4258
Email:  shavelleolivier@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: This is important to me because I enjoy doing and completeing projects to help the Mattapan community. Completing these projects makes me feel accomplished.
Cristina Orbe
Seattle Community Member/FEEST
Seattle, Washington  98106
Phone: 208-935-2999
Email:  cristinao@dnda.org
Passion Statement: I believe that food consciousness is self determination, and youth stewarded programming is the most effective and sustainable way to ensure leadership of this work in the future.
Quita Ortiz
New Mexico Acequia Association
Santa Fe, New Mexico  87505
Phone: 505-995-9644
Email:  quita@lasacequias.org
Passion Statement: When I entered the workforce, I was determined to find a position in which I could work in a social and environmental capacity. Living in a society where we eat healthy, affordable foods; and living sustainably within our means is important to me, which makes it easy to be passionate about the work I do.
Marcy Ostrom
WSU Center for Sustaining Agriculture and Natural Resources
Wenatchee, Washington  98801
Phone: 509-663-8181  x263
Email:  mrostrom@wsu.edu
Passion Statement: My life's work is providing community-based education to sustain farmers on the land so they can grow healthy food for all.
John O'Sullivan
CEFS/ NCATSU
Greensboro, North Carolina 27420
Phone: 336-334-7957
Email:  johno@ncat.edu
Passion Statement: My passion is education and engagement for equitable, informed opportunity for healthy food for socially disadvantaged families kids and communities.
Libby O'Sullivan
Grad Student at UC Davis
Davis, California  95616
Phone: 919-414-9864
Email:  libbyos123@gmail.com
Passion Statement: Libby O'Sullivan has spent her time at UC Davis working with the University and community organizations to create an alternative food system. She has worked closely with a wide variety of organizations from the Sacramento County Farm Bureau to the Agricultural Sustainability Institute. Libby is currently researching alternative food distribution systems and hopes to continue her research with the Institute for Transportation Studies to utilize technologies to most effectively locate distribution centers.
Rita O'Sullivan
O'Sullivan & Associates
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27516

Phone: 919-414-9863
Email:  rjosull@mindspring.com
Passion Statement: Dr. Rita O‘Sullivan, CEO, O’Sullivan & Associates and an Assoc. Prof. at UNC Chapel Hill, where she teachers grad courses and directs EvAP, an evaluation center. She has worked in the public/non-profit sector, evaluating programs with a good food focus. Dr. O’Sullivan specializes in collaborative evaluation, enhancing evaluation capacity and utilization with sustainable agriculture, health, leadership, community development, and education programs in the United States as well as overseas. She authored Practicing Evaluation: A Collaborative Approach (Sage) in 2004.
Katherine Ozer
National Family Farm Coalition
Washington, District of Columbia 20002
Phone: 202-543-5675
Email:  kozer@nffc.net
Passion Statement: My commitment is to change the food system from the ground up- making sure that farmers and workers receive a fair price for their hard work and that all have access to affordable food where they live, work, play, and attend school. This means changing federal policy and making sure our laws such as anti-trust are fully implemented for farmers in this country and across the globe.
LeAndra Padgett
Mikva Challenge
Chicago, Illinois  60602
Phone: 312-863-6340
Email:  leandra@mikvachallenge.org
Passion Statement: My passion for this work stems from watching so many young people suffer from health problems that could easily have been prevented by a change of diet and exercise. But the answer does not simply lie in a behavioral change; it lies within a systematic change. My teen health council navigates systems and learns about the food issues within their communities. Giving youth a voice at the table is necessary for creating effective policy change at all levels of government. I am moved when I see the passion my youth have for food within their communities.
Margarita Paiewonsky
W.O.R.K.S.
Los Angeles, California 90017
Phone: 213-202-3930
Email:  mpaiewonsky@worksusa.org
Passion Statement: Our relationship to food has become progressively dysfunctional as we no longer embrace a traditional diet that affirms food as a major source of health, enjoyment, cultural affirmation, and shared dignity. In the face of conspicuous societal unaccountability embracing a diet made up of real food -and teaching younger generations to do the same- is an effective way of taking our personal wellbeing and that of our planet into our hands.
Ralph Paige
Federation of Southern Cooperatives/Land Assistance Fund
East Point, Georgia  30344
Phone: 404-765-0991
Email:  fsc@mindspring.com
Passion Statement: My passion is cooperative development as a tool for self-help sustainable economic development. I work to ensure that cooperatives are helping rural communities have access to fresh and nutrious foods,  assume a more significant role in production agriculture and the policies that guide it. This also includes helping them exert control over food systems that impact their lives both economically and nutritionally.
Lynn Parker
Institute of Medicine
Washington, DC, District of Columbia 20001
Phone: 202-334-1898
Email:  LParker@nas.edu
Passion Statement: Throughout my forty years of work in nutrition advocacy and research, I have been driven by a belief that the right to sufficent, affordable, and healthful food, with dignity, is a critical civil right that should be available to all people. It is the foundation for a healthy, happy and productive life, and has a profound effect on people's view of themselves and their hopefulness for the future. Achieving this goal should not be seen as merely a personal responsibility. It is the responsibility of all of us, including the major institutions and businesses in our society, to contribute to the fair and thoughtful building of local, national and global environments and policies that support the achievement of this civil right.
Damian Parr
UC Davis Agricultural Sustainability Institute
Davis, California  95616
Phone: 530-752-1636
Email:  dmparr@ucdavis.edu
Passion Statement: My vision of sustainable agriculture is deeply rooted in my dream to heal and bring abundance to the Earth and our world society. Sustainable agriculture means having fun! It means enjoying harvesting the boundless creative potential of people and the Earth, to not just survive but to thrive in the wealth of all that agriculture can provide. I believe agricultural sustainability depends upon food and agricultural systems that are environmentally sound, economically viable, socially responsible, non-exploitative, humane, and that serve as a foundation for future generations.

Dyane Pascall
Community Services Unlimited Inc.
Los Angeles, California 90037
Phone: 323-299-7075
Email:  dyanep1@csuinc.org
Passion Statement: My passion for this work comes from the desire to transform the neighborhood I grew up in into a more positive place where people can flourish rather than fail. I feel it is possible for everyone to have proper information and awareness in order to make decisions that will benefit themselves and their community. And that falls under food, community, and economy.
Nathan Pech
NE Iowa Food & Fitness
Winthrop, Iowa  50682
David Pecusa
Native Movement
Hotevilla, Arizona  86030
Phone: 928-734-2231
Email:  davidpecusa@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: I encourage myself and family to buy local and to plant a garden and save seed.
Edward Pennick
Federation of Southern Cooperatives/Land Assistance Fund
East Point, Georgia  30344
Phone: 404-765-0991
Email:  LAFUND@MINDSPRING.COM
Passion Statement: I believe access to healthy and affordable food is a human right and that is how I approach my work. My life's work has been to make sure that the rural commuities in which I work are not just food secure,  but also, to enjoy a degree of food sovereignty through land retention and sustainable agriculture related developoment
Christian Peters
Tufts University
Boston, Massachusetts
Phone: 617-636-6908
Email:  christian.peters@tufts.edu
Passion Statement: I want my generation to pass my daughter's generation a world worth living in.
Gayle Peterson

Headwaters Group

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Phone:

Email: gpeterson@headwatersgroup.com

651-690-2733

Hal Phillips
Bad Babysitter Productions
San Francisco, California  94127
Phone: 415-794-4278
Email:  hal@badbabysitterproductions.com
Passion Statement: As a video researcher concerned with social issues, I believe that hearing and capturing people's views on food and their community is extremely important. I'm looking forward to contributing to the dialogue. Thanks for the opportunity!
Stephanie Pierce
Independent
Grand Rapids, Michigan  49507
Phone: 616-366-3706
Email:  pierce.se@gmail.com
Passion Statement: My life has been captivated by this work; I am currently exploring how to start farming in collaboration with an existing small farm that provides healthy meat to West Michigan families. I am proud to be one small part of this movement because I believe that if we don't tackle the food we're eating and giving to our children, we aren't going to be a healthy enough country to work on solving other problems or even to grow into adults that are fully capable of participating in our lives to the fullest potential.
Richard Pirog
Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture
Ames, Iowa  50011
Phone: 515- 294-1854
Email:  rspirog@iastate.edu
Passion Statement: I believe that creating and nurturing 'the space' where diverse community leaders can come together, put aside differences and truly collaborate on this work is essential for success.
Jan Poppendieck
Hunter College, CUNY
Brooklyn, New York 11215
Phone: 718-768-8225
Email:  janpop@verizon.net
Passion Statement: Within a broader commitment to safe, healthy, sustainably raised and fairly distributed food for all, my particular passion is improvement of the National School Lunch and School Breakfast programs. Together, these two programs currently subsidize and regulate more than seven billion meals each year. If we can shift them toward  healthier food grown and processed with respect for the environment and the economic needs of farmers and rural communities, we can move the food system in the direction it needs to go.
Myles Postell-Reynolds
Morehouse College
Atlanta, Georgia
Phone: 404-602-7370
Email:  mylespr@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I feel that teaching, empowering, and leading people of color to being the driving force behind the movements that are meant to benefit them is my most immediate goal. I feel Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) are an untapped and a essential driving source behind this movement and I will make it my task to bring it to their attention using the appropriate language.
Danielle Pritchett
Brooklyn Rescue Mission
Elmwood Park, New Jersey
Phone: 800-229-5227
Email:  ddpritchett@verizon.net
Passion Statement: Building a practice that is 90% preventive/screening begins with what my patients are eating.
Lisa Quinn

Feet First Executive Director

314 1st Avenue South

Seattle WA 98104

Phone: 206-652-2310

Email: lisa@feetfirst.info
Passion Statement: I am passionate about increasing the number of people becoming active, while protecting the environment. I believe more people walking create safer, healthier, and more engaged communities. I support local, sustainable economic models that bring diverse voices to the table for a good discussion.

David Ralston
City of Oakland
Oakland, California  94612
Phone: 510-238-2970
Email:  dralston@oaklandnet.com
Passion Statement: Community inter-generational engagement in planning healthy neighborhoods.
Brett Ramey
Native Movement
Flagstaff, Arizona  86002
Phone: 928-213-9063
Email:  urbanlifeways@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I did not grow up on a farm like most of my relatives before me. Instead I grew up attending a public school in a small city far away from the fields of my ancestors. Fortunately I have had the opportunity to reconnect to that land and some of the knowledge connected to it. Knowing the difference that re-connection has made in my life pushes me to create the same opportunities for other young people.
Lisset Ramirez
AnewAmerica Community Corporation
Berkeley, California  94704
Phone: 510-540-7785
Email:  lramirez@anewamerica.org
Passion Statement: I enjoy providing support to immigrant and minority daycare entrepreneurs that understand the importance and encourage young children to start adopting healthy, natural and organic eating habits in order to become healthier and responsible adults.
Rosa Ramirez
Healthy Schools Campaign
Chicago, Illinois
Phone: 312-419-1810
Email:  rosa@healthyschoolscampaign.org
Passion Statement: As a previous community organizer, I am passionate about and have a thorough understanding of environmental justice issues related to transportation, land use, health and the overall impacts on historically disenfranchised communities.
Bill Randle
Ohio State University
Columbus, Ohio  43210
Phone: 614-247-7718
Email:  randle.15@osu.edu
Passion Statement: I have a lifelong commitment to sustainable and responsible stewardship of the environment as it relates to the production of food.
Brenda Ranum
NE Iowa Food & Fitness Initiative
Decorah, Iowa  52101
Phone: 563-382-2949
Email:  Ranum@iastate.edu
Passion Statement: All children and their families deserve to grow up in healthy places where they have access to local healthy food and safe places to be active and have fun.
Shanna Ratner
Yellow Wood Associates, Inc.
St. Albans, Vermont
Phone: 802-524-6141
Email:  shanna@yellowwood.org
Passion Statement: My passion is for the health and well-being of rural communities in the United States. For 25 years I have worked with rural communities on natural resource-based development strategies that create wealth that sticks. Agriculture has been an important part of my work. I have completed numerous feasibility studies, market research, and best practices research for agricultural products and services as well as policy research and strategic planning in the agricultural sector. I want to see a world with healthy people, healthy food, and a healthy environment and strong regional economies that connect rural and urban areas in reciprocal relationships.
Tristan Reader
Toca
Sells, Arizona  85634
Phone: 520-383-4966
Alli Reed
Real Food Challenge
Berkeley, California  94703
Phone: 415-302-4682
Email:  alli.a.reed@gmail.com
Passion Statement: Food is one of the most holistic routes toward real, lasting, inclusive change in a world that desperately needs it. I am also implicitly a part of systems of oppression, colonization, and supremacy, and it is my responsibility to work every day to overturn those systems and work to build systems that respect and value everyone's humanity.
Anaa Reese
Hope Collaborative - Oakland California
Oakland, California  94607
Email:  Anaa.Reese@acgov.org
Passion Statement: As a dietician working in the field of public health for over 35 years, this opportunity that Kellogg has presented has provided a unique opportunity to make positive health changes for the vulnerable population in Alameda County.
Michaelle Rehmann
Food System Economic Partnership
Ann Arbor, Michigan  48107
Phone: 517-490-6912
Email:  rehmannm@fsepmichigan.org
Passion Statement: I believe that by building strong connections between urban and rural communities, we can provide healthy, affordable, sustainable food for our children.
Joan Reilly
The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19103
Phone: 215-988-8893
Email:  jreilly@pennhort.org
Kathy Reincke
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Battle Creek, Michigan  49017
Phone: 269-969-2148
Email:  kar@wkkf.org
Caroline Reyes
San Xavier Cooperative
Tucson, Arizona  85746
Email:  creyes@sanxaviercoop.org
Maria Reyes
Delridge Neighborhoods Development Association
Seattle, Washington  98106
Phone: 206-935-2999
Email:  mariar@dnda.org
Passion Statement: I am passionate about all people having access to healthy food options and safe neighborhoods.
Gerardo Reyes-Chavez
Coalition of Immokalee Workers
Immokalee, Florida  34142
Phone: 239-657-8311
Email:  workers@ciw-online.org
Passion Statement: Very little food would be available for consumption in this country if it weren't for the hard work of farmworkers who labor in the fields of this country. We need a food system that respects workers rights, if we are to truly be able to offer our children food that is fair and healthy.
Jill Richardson
La Vida Locavore
La Mesa, California  91942
Phone: 202-299-4452
Email:  orangeclouds115@gmail.com
Passion Statement: Eating and producing food are the most fundamentally human activities there are and yet our society has lost touch with it. Recently, when I offered my daughter's friend some homegrown veggies she said 'Thanks, but I don't eat anything that grew in dirt.' The result is a calamity for human health, our economy, our environment, and our very existence.
Luis Rivera
Holyoke Food & Fitness
Holyoke, Massachusetts 

Passion Statement: I love my work because I want a healthy vibrant community for kids to thrive in. I want to make sure that the community that I live in is one that is healthy and offers healthy food to my own children one day.
Ebony Roberts
Detroit Black Community Food Security Network
Detroit, Michigan  48223
Phone: 313-300-4347
Email:  ebsenghor@gmail.com
Passion Statement: As an African woman who is connected to this work through generations of African women before me who worked the land and fed their families from their own gardens, it is important for me to be a part of the healing, growth and restoration of my community through my work as an urban farmer so that future generations will be self-sufficient and healthy in mind, body and spirit.
Michael Roberts
First Nations Development Institute
Longmont, Colorado  80501
Phone: 303-774-7836
Email:  mroberts@firstnations.org
Passion Statement: First Nations addresses issues confronting tribes and Native communities as they seek to strengthen the food system in their communities, improve health and nutrition, and build food security. Through an integrated program approach, this initiative seeks to increase the control over Native agriculture and food systems by:

· Providing an opportunity for Native communities to develop innovative projects that strengthen the ability of the community to use, create, leverage, retain, increase or control of tribes' agricultural and food-related assets.
· Building the knowledge and understanding of Native agriculture and food systems and facilitating the sharing of experience, expertise, and knowledge among Native communities and organizations.

· Promoting public policies that support the Native agriculture and food sector, and increase the voice of Indian Country in the decision-making process.

· Increasing the awareness and education of the general public on Native agriculture and food-related issues.
Susan Roberts
Roberts Law Firm, PLC
Ankeny, Iowa  50023
Phone: 515-965-3859
Email:  susan@susan-roberts.net
Passion Statement: As a food and nutrition professional and attorney, I spend my energies on assuring policies that provide healthy, green, fair, and affordavle food for all, especially children.
Wayne Roberts
Toronto Food Policy Council
Toronto, Canada
Phone: 416-338-7934
Email:  wrobert@toronto.ca
Passion Statement: My life's work over the past 30 years has been to link social justice with environmental protection. The very best way to work at this juncture is the food movement, which is why I have worked at the Toronto Food Policy Council, and written several books on food and green economics. The optimism and positive energy that flows from this two-sided commitment have become the signature of my work in leading organizations across the continent, including the Community Food Security Coalition (board member 2001-8) and Food Secure Canada (steering commitee since 2002).
Scott Robinson
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Battle Creek, Michigan  49017
Phone: 269-968-1611
Email:  scott.robinson@wkkf.org
Kira Rogers
BCFF Youth Advisory Board
Boston, Massachusetts
Phone: 617-230-8461
Email:  kira.rogers1@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I strive to impliment a healthy and good food culture in Boston Public Schools.
Carmen Rojas
Mitchell Kapor Foundation
San Francisco, California  94105
Phone: 415-946-3022
Email:  crojas@mkf.org
Passion Statement: Addressing issues of food justice, security, and access are central to just green jobs, health, and climate change agendas. An in-depth understanding of the highly polluting and inequitable industrial food supply chain offers opportunities to take back food by pushing for local cultivation, manufacturing and distribution, and consumption of high quality produce in and for low-income communities and communities of color across American cities. Within this localized supply chain there are opportunities to rebuild these communities by creating jobs, innovation, and local entrepreneurship.  Within this localized supply chain there are opportunities to take back the health of community residents by providing access to quality food, health, and green space. At the Mitchell Kapor Foundation, we are exploring the intersections between economic development and health by using food as the primary lens of this work.
Nancy Romer
Brooklyn Food Coaliion
Brooklyn, New York 11215
Phone: 917-693-3155
Email:  nancyromer@gmail.com
Passion Statement: My passion is to engage people at the grassroots level to become actively involved in the food system. This involvement needs to happen on every level but must include neighborhood participation through democratic organizations fashioned by the people themselves. Our national food agenda must be influenced by people's needs as they articulate them, ever clearer and more determined to see the changes they need.
Hazel Rosario
Holyoke Food &Fitness
Holyoke, Massachusetts
Phone: 413-210-0269
Email:  hazel.rosario@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: My mind, heart and soul is dedicated in helping us make the difference the world needs to see in order for everyone to be healthier.
Daniel Ross
Nuestras Raices
Holyoke, Massachusetts
Phone: 413-535-1789
Email:  dross@nuestras-raices.org
Passion Statement: Good food projects provide economic opportunity, improve the environment, celebrate culture, increase equity, getting right to the heart of what needs to happen in our communities and for our children.
David Ross
KCHealthyKids
Kansas City, Missouri
Phone: 816-353-9362
Email:  dross@kchealthykids.org
Passion Statement: Good food is critical to the health of a child.
Margie Roswell
Baltimore Urban Agriculture Task Force
Baltimore, Maryland  21218
Phone: 410-467-3727
Email:  mroswell@gmail.com
Passion Statement: My goal for the year is to create an interactive, online data visualization of Farm Bill spending. Follow the money, and let everyone see it.
Pam Roy
Farm to Table
Santa Fe, New Mexico  87501
Phone: 505-473-1004 x11
Email:  pamelaroy.nm@gmail.com
Passion Statement: This is the most important time in our lives to change the food system and to take care of our planet!
Michael Rozyne
Red Tomato
Canton, Massachusetts
Phone: 781-575-8911, x24
Email:  mrozyne@redtomato.org
Passion Statement: I have been marketing food direct from family farmers for more than three decades. And every organization I have been part of stakes its identity around a cause, be it social or environmental or both. But the thing that gets my juices flowing, more than anything, is getting the product right. When the right harvest time, post-harvest handling, the packing and logistics, the marketing and promotion, all come into alignment such that the intended eater experiences that product at the peak of its flavor and freshness, then the whole journey is worthwhile. It’s that tomato that drips down your cheek and requires an exclamation of pleasure from deep down inside. That’s why I’m here.

Kathryn Ruhf
Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Working Group
Belchertown, Massachusetts
Phone: 413-323-9878
Email:  kzruhf@verizon.net
Passion Statement: I believe all people have a right to good food, and that the struggle for good food is an open door for civic action and broad social change.
Daveda Russell
Pyramid Communications
Seattle, Washington  98101
Phone: 206-792-0449
Email:  drussell@pyramidcommunications.com
Passion Statement: What we do and want for the children of others has to be equal to what we do or want for our own. I do the work because I believe in the standard of your own. If it is good enough for me and/or mine, it is good enough for everyone.
Matt Russell
Drake Agricultural Law Center
Des Moines, Iowa  50311
Phone: 515-271-4956
Email:  matthew.russell@drake.edu
Passion Statement: Everyone should be able to eat food that sustains the body, community, and environment.
Maria Salgado
Nuestras Raices
Holyoke, Massachusetts
Phone: 413-535-1789 x2
Email:  msalgado@nuestras-raices.org
Passion Statement: Having good healthy quality foods for all; especially children of color, who should be part of our human rights strategy.
Maya Salsedo
For Real Food; Rooted in Community
Santa Cruz, California  95060
Phone: 831-332-7756
Email:  mayapuhpaya@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: My passion for creating a just food system and giving it back to the people, is derived from my own experiences as a young, low-income woman of color.
Ricardo Salvador
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Battle Creek, Michigan  49017
Phone: 269-969-2625
Email:  ricardo.salvador@wkkf.org
Passion Statement: I am committed to use food as a way to improve our relationships with one another and with Earth, and in so doing improve everyone's wellbeing.
Matt Salvatiera
Citizens' Committee for Children
New York, New York 10010
Phone: 212-673-1800 x20
Email:  matt.salva@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I believe that providing access to healthy and affordable food for all people is one of the most important tasks before us. Not only is it a justice issue that directly impacts health and well-being, but it is also wrapped up in so many other aspects of a well-functioning society: stewardship of the earth's resources, fair economic systems, and long-term sustainability. I personally work with youth and get them involved in this issue, but it should be a priority for all people regardless of age or income.
Catherine Sands
Partnership in Practice with Holyoke Food and Fitness Policy Council
Williamsburg, Massachusetts
Phone: 413-268-7334
Email:  chsands@fertilegroundschools.org
Passion Statement: Food justice is the most exciting movement of this century -- together communities across the nation are finding solutions to improve access to better nourishing food. I am happy to be part of this movement, working for food and health solutions in Western Massachusetts and beyond. I'm especially energized working with members of the Holyoke community together to develop participatory evaluation strategies that work for our city.
Michael Sands
Farm Business Development Center / Liberty Prairie Foundation
Grayslake, Illinois  60030
Phone: 847-548-4062
Email:  mikesands@prairiecrossing.com
Passion Statement: Food is a central part of culture and community. Our rural sector has lost its connection to food (community & culture) in the singular focus on production and profit. I am particularly interested in projects that result in people ACTING in substantive ways to improve their community and environment.
Emily Sandusky
Karp Resources
New York, New York 10013
Phone: 212-337-4848
Email:  emily@karpresources.com
Passion Statement: My work is to provide information to businesses, government, and communities to help them best meet the needs of their employees, and customers, members, and constituents, as they express them, for fresh food and open space.
Sarahn Sankofa
PUFFA
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19143
Phone: 367-342-3408
Email:  sarahnsankofa@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: I am passionate about this field of work because I know how important it is for youth to develop healthy eating habits which will carry on for generations to come.
Marilyn Santana
HFFPC
Holyoke, Massachusetts
Phone: 413-315-3890
Email:  marilyn_santana21@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: I love working with the comminity and I also love speaking to the community about all the things  that we have accomplished. I voluteer my time for any activity that my town has.
Greg Santiago
Nuestras Raices
Holyoke, Massachusetts
Phone: 413-535-1789
Email:  greg@nuestras-raices.org
Passion Statement: Youth Leadership!
Jocelyn Sargent
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Battle Creek, Michigan  49017
Phone: 269-969-2247
Email:  jsargent@wkkf.org
Passion Statement: The connection of food system and health issues in marginalized communities have a critical racial equity component. These issues are key political, economic, and social dimensions that can contribute to or reduce the vulnerability of marginalized communities. This has been a central focus of my career through research, teaching, and practice in community and other professional settings.
Matt Saronoski
Jacobo Marcus - Carranza Band
Flagstaff, Arizona  86004
Phone: 928-225-6023
Omowale Satterwhite
National Community Development Institute
Oakland, California  94607
Phone: 510-763-4120
Email:  osatterwhite@ncdinet.org
Welling Savo Justin
Consultant
Seattle, Washington  98103
Phone: 206.792.0433
Email:  wsavojustin@pyramidcommunications.com
Passion Statement: I'm passionate about helping to articulate what we do and why it matters, creating avenues for people to share their stories and gain more traction in the important work they do.
Cie'na Schlaefli
Community Food Bank
Marana, Arizona  85653
Phone: 520-449-3154
Email:  cschlaefli@gmail.com
Passion Statement: As a part of a community we have an obligation to give everyone the tools and healthy choices to be food secure.
Laura Schmauss
Howard County Food & Fitness
Cresco, Iowa  52136
Phone: 563-547-2244
Email:  lschmauss@crescobank.com
Passion Statement: My passion for this work is that I want my children to grow up in a society that promotes physical activity and healthy foods.
Gus Schumacher
Wholesome Wave Foundation
Washington, District of Columbia 20007
Email:  gussch@aol.com
Passion Statement: Working with under-served farmers to link them and their families to federal, state and local support systems and financial entities to enable these farming families to become 'healthy food hubs' to low income urban and rural consumers.
Mark David Schumack
Greening of Detroit
Detroit, Michigan  48223
Phone: 313-283-8091
Email:  mschumack@sbcglobal.net
Passion Statement: As a youth working in an inner city youth market garden that grows organically grown vegetables for local farm markets and senior citizens I am concerned about the lack of healthy food for the residents in my neighborhood and in Detroit.
David Schwartz
Real Food Challenge
Providence, Rhode Island
Phone: 401-527-8777
Email:  David@realfoodchallenge.org
Passion Statement: A deep understanding of food systems draws us towards the root of injustice in our society. Food is a unique tool for bridging divides, finding reverence and moving people towards collective action. My life has been deeply affected by the struggles of people to nourish and sustain themselves, their communities and the planet with real food. It is my passion and my life's vocation.
Todd Scott
Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance
Royal Oak, Michigan  48073
Phone: 248-808-1158
Email:  todd@michigantrails.org
Passion Statement: Active living and active transportation are key fundamentals to a healthy, connected, sustainable, and empowered community -- especially for children.
Bob Scowcroft
Organic Farming Research Foundation
Santa Cruz, California  95061
Phone: 831-426-6606
Email:  bob@ofrf.org
Passion Statement: My passion is to support improvement and widespread adoption of organic farming and ranching practices such that organic family farmers can provide the quality food that our children and children's children will celebrate for generations to come.
Jessica Greenblatt Seeley
FoodRoutes Network
Troy, Pennsylvania  16947
Phone: 570-350-5138
Email:  jess@foodroutes.org
Passion Statement: FoodRoutes Network (FRN) has built the nation's leading local food systems education program through the Buy Fresh Buy Local Chapters. As of February 2010 we have 76 BFBL Chapters throughout the country, in a multitude of communities and coordinated by a diverse group of organizations. My passion is to help connect similarly-missioned groups to one another and facilitate a learning and networking environment. I am so inspired by the work each and every Chapter does!
Sean Sellers
Food & Society Fellow
Austin, Texas  78751
Phone: 239-503-0535
Email:  rssellers@gmail.com
Passion Statement: My passion for this work centers around ensuring that the women and men who plant and harvest our fruits and vegetables are treated with dignity and respect.
Julia Seward
LOCAL INITIATIVES SUPPORT CORP.
Washington, District of Columbia 20006
Phone: 202-739-9276
Email:  jseward@lisc.org
Passion Statement: Developing effective state and local policies is critical for creating healthy, food secure neighborhoods for children and families.
Neelam Sharma
Community Services Unlimited Inc.
Los Angeles, California 90037

Phone: 323-299-7075
Email:  Neelam@csuinc.org
Passion Statement: Without well nourished, well loved and nurtured children our future is bleak.
John Sherman
Consultant
Nashville, Tennessee
Phone: 615-383-9606
Email:  jsherman@headwatersgroup.com
Passion Statement: Food  - what we eat, how we eat it, and with whom we eat it represents a nexus of individual and societal choices about how we attend to daily living, and our considerations for the health and welfare of the planet, humans, and other creatures. The opportunity to manifest more care and thoughtfulness fork-by-fork, three times a day every day is my passion.
Daniel Sherrard
EARTH University
San Jose, Idaho  83860
Email:  dsherrar@earth.ac.cr
Passion Statement: My passion is to prepare young people who can change the future of the food system and guarantee healthy and sufficient food for their communities, countries and regions.
Dr. Mikhiela Sherrod
Southwest Georgia Project for Community Education, Inc.
Albany, Georgia  31702
Phone: 229-430-9870
Email:  sherrod.m@swgaproject.com
Passion Statement: I work for men and women in rural communities that are facing major health issues and do not have access to healthy affordable food yet are in need of encouragement and someone willing to walk with them through the learning and self-empowerment process. I'm called to the community I serve and will continue to work for access, fight for equity, and do all I can to love them to wholeness and prosperity.
Shirley Sherrod
USDA Rural Development
Athens, Georgia  30601
Phone: 706-546-2162
Email:  smsherrod@mindspring.com
Passion Statement: I have devoted my life to working in the rural area helping farmers to produce healthy and affordable food. I have organized cooperatives and I have worked to get women involved in food production. I was recently appointed as Georgia State Director of Rural Development where I have the opportunity to work with the Administration to help rural America grow again.

Annie Sherzer
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Battle Creek, Michigan  49017
Phone: 269-968-1611
Email:  ann.sherzer@wkkf.org
Passion Statement: I am a presenter re: policy/adovacay, and not directly involved in this work.
Gary Shuford
Bainbridge Homeowners/Tenants Block Association
Brooklyn, New York 11233
Phone: 718-467-1110
Email:  shuleo@verizon.net
Passion Statement: My passion for community rests in the belief that the most essential role of community is the nourishment of its children in mind, body and spirit.
Michael Shuman
Business Alliance for Local Living Economies (BALLE)
Silver Spring, Maryland  20910
Phone: 202-669-1220
Email:  michael@livingeconomies.org
Passion Statement: I believe that the key for feeding people well, especially kids, are community food enterprises--locally owned businesses that help communities feed themselves. My emerging passion is to document, spread, and finance the best CFE models in the world.
Kai Siedenburg
Community Food Security Coalition
Santa Cruz, California  95060
Phone: 831-429-8202
Email:  kai@foodsecurity.org
Passion Statement: I believe that everyone has a right to food, and that food should be produced and distributed in ways that promote health, justice, democracy, and sustainability. I believe that food is a central element of human cultures and communities, and should be treated in ways that foster joy, sharing, human connection, and appreciation of diverse cultures. I believe that our food systems have a tremendous impact on our society and the planet, and that changing food systems is key to creating a more healthy and just society and a more sustainable future.
Otavio Silva
The Food Consevancy/BFBL
Lenexa, Kansas
Phone: 816-591-3234
Email:  sustainability2020@kc.rr.com
Passion Statement: We believe if we want to provide good food to vulnerable community and children at risk we must build a solid, fair and financially sustainable local food distribution system, and we are ready for the challenge and to do our part.
Amy Siquieros
Community Development Financial Institution
Sells, Arizona  85634
Phone: 520-383-0790
Email:  ajscdfi@toua.net
Jim Slama
FamilyFarmed.org
Oak Park, Illinois  60302
Phone: 708-763-9920
Email:  jimslama@familyfarmed.org
Passion Statement: I am committed to developing local food systems because they provide people fresh, healthy food, create jobs and economic development and support family farmers.
Amber Smith
Food What
Scotts Valley, California  95066
Phone: 831-236-4163
Email:  thepostalman@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: Working with good food, growing it myself, always being around it, and being able to eat so well all the time feels so good! I love the work I've done on the farms and I love learning all about it and sharing what I've learned with others.
Brian Snyder
Pennsylvania Association for Sustainable Agriculture (PASA)
Millheim, Pennsylvania  16854
Phone: 814-349-9856
Email:  brian@pasafarming.org
Passion Statement: I am committed to building a better food system, from having hands in the soil all the way to appreciating the smiles of those who enjoy the fruits of our labor on their plates. There is nothing more fundamental to life than food, and nothing more symbolic of our spiritual quest on this Earth than the ongoing effort to assure the wholesomeness and abundance of food for all people.
Loel Solomon
Kaiser Permanente
OaklanD, California  94501
Phone: 510-292-6719
Email:  Loel.Solomon@kp.org
Passion Statement: Food, health, and the environment are inextricably linked.
Rachel Sorensen
AYEA
Dillingham, Alaska  99576
Phone: 907-842-5221
Email:  girla_41@hotmail.com
Passion Statement: I believe in wellness for my generation and healing the ills of my Native people that have afflicted us over the last few generations due to processed food, sugar, and alcohol.  I believe that returning to our Native subsistence food is the solution in many ways.
Tyra Sorensen
Association for Women in Architecture
Seattle, Washington  98103
Phone: 206-545-6989
Email:  twosolvej@gmail.com
Passion Statement: We come together around food - across cultures, languages, religions, spaces, age, and time - through food we can build a system that sustains us: body, culture, country, and earth.
Sterling Speirn
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Battle Creek, Michigan  49017
Phone: 269-969-2153
Email:  sterling.speirn@wkkf.org
Passion Statement: 
Sweep the garden, any size said the roshi. 
Sweeping, sweeping alone as the garden grows large or small. 
Any song sung working the garden brings up from sand gravel soil through straw bamboo wood and less tangible elements. 
Power song for the hands. 
Healing song for the senses what can and cannot be perceived of the soul.

-Olga Broumas
Karen Spiller
KAS Consulting
Lowell, Massachusetts 01850
Phone: 978 454-6582
Email:  kaspiller@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: I work towards and dream of healthy communities where locally grown produce and other foods are in every household, where playgrounds, yes, playgrounds are full of laughter and activity, where neigborhood streets are busy with people of all generations, walking, biking and planning their next advocacy campaign while enjoying the safe and welcoming environment they call home. Food justice, health equity, and quality life for all!
Lori Stahlbrand
Local Food Plus
Toronto, Canada
Phone: 416-699-6070 x222
Email:  lori@localfoodplus.ca
Passion Statement: Food is the most powerful tool we have to make the consumer-citizen connection and transform daily individual decisions into collective action that can create positive and meaningful change in the environment, the economy, and the community.
Sarah Stearns
VISIONS, Inc
Atlantic Highlands, New Jersey
Phone: 510-866-8576
Email:  smstearns@juno.com
Passion Statement: As a psychologist and systems thinker, I am committed to addressing the interpersonal misunderstandings and structural inequities that play such a large (and often unacknowledged) role in creating human suffering and unequal opportunities for health and well-being. I want to support all efforts to build relationships across differences in order to forge coalitions for sustainable systems change.
Anim Steel
The Food Project
Dorchester, Massachusetts
Phone: 617-835-8961
Email:  asteel@thefoodproject.org
Passion Statement: My vision: real food is the norm and youth are the solution.
Cheryl Sternman Rule
5 Second Rule/Writer
San Jose, California  96124
Phone: 408-516-4011
Email:  csrule2004@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: As a food writer and blogger, and as parent advocate for more healthful food in my local school district, I am committed to helping spread the word about the need for more wholesome fare for children across the nation. By attending events like this one and continuing to educate myself about sustainable agriculture, food justice issues, and the political push to gain greater funding for school meals, I hope to inform my growing readership about the need to support these vital food-related initiatives.
Steve Stevenson
University of Wisconsin--Madison
Argyle, Wisconsin  53504
Phone: 608-212-9078
Email:  gwsteven@wisc.edu
Passion Statement: An important indicator of the quality of a society is the quality of how all of its children are nourished.
Allison Stewart
Real Food Challenge
St. Paul, Minnesota  55104
Phone: 914-844-2253
Email:  allisonstew@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I feel called to working in the sustainable foods movement through a lens of compassion and environmental stewardship.
Carol Stewart
Holyoke Food & Fitness
Springfield, Massachusetts 01104
Phone: 413-218-9138
Email:  cstewart39@gmail.com
Passion Statement: My passion lies in how change can be initiated and sustained. I see community involvement/activism as key components and I look at my works as an evaluator as essential in helping community programs develop and appreciate feedback loops that promote individual participation and involves as well as developing skills of self-reflection within programs.
Patricia St. Onge
HOPE Collaborative
Oakland, California  94607
Phone: 510-444-4133
Email:  pstonge.hope@gmail.com
Passion Statement: My passion is for justice and equity, in every aspect of our lives, including our relationship with the earth. My work is to support organizations and communities in achieving equity and justice in their work and in their internal relationships.
Mary Story
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55454
Phone: 612-626-8801
Email:  story001@umn.edu
Passion Statement: I am a researcher who is committed to finding solutions to improving children's nutrition and preventing child obesity.
David Strauss
Association of Farmworker Opportunity Programs
Washington, District of Columbia 20036
Phone: 202-828-6006, x101
Email:  strauss@afop.org
Passion Statement: Farmworkers prepare and harvest most of the food that we eat. It is backbreaking, low paid work. Their children often, due to economic necessity, work in the fields as well. This subjects them to extreme hazards, such as pesticides and sharp tools, and results in extremely high school dropout rates, dooming them to repeating the cycle of poverty their parents experience. I strive to bring the plight of these children to the attention of the American public in hopes that policy changes can result in better lives for these vulnerable children.
James Subudhi
WEACT for Environmental Justice
New York, New York 10031
Phone: 347-465-8484
Email:  JAMES@weact.org
Passion Statement: My passion for food justice stems from the inequities I saw working as a farming apprentice and continues through my work in creating equal access to healthy food for low income people of color in northern Manhattan.
Anne Summers
Brico Fund
Milwaukee, Wisconsin  53217
Phone: 414-272-2090
Email:  aes@bricofund.org
Passion Statement: Food and food systems are an energizing entry point to rethink our health and safety, food provides compelling rationale for organizing strategies and a systems approach in which to build healthy families, neighborhoods, and resilient cities. Food and community improves our quality of life on many levels - it's an issue of our time that insists we stand and take action.
Eitan Sussman
Greening of Detroit
Detroit, Michigan  48216
Phone: 313-237-8733
Email:  sussmanster@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I am passionate at working to fix our broken food system in Detroit. My passion is fueled by the inspirational young people who I am fortunate to work with.
Roger Swartz
Boston Public Health Commission
Boston, Massachusetts
Phone: 617-534-4832
Email:  rswartz@bphc.org
Passion Statement: My passion is working with people who are idealistic having new ideas in how to protect and serve the vulnerable population. I also have passion for traveling and different cultures.
Kim Szeto
Boston Collaborative for Food and Fitness
Boston, Massachusetts 02118
Phone: 617-534-2672
Email:  kimszeto@gmail.com
Angela Tagtow
Environmental Nutrition Solutions
Elkhart, Iowa  50073
Phone: 515-367-5200
Email:  angie.tagtow@mac.com
Passion Statement: My work takes an ecological approach to food and health by focusing on the public health benefits of sustainable food systems - including ensuring all eaters have access to 'good food,' now and in the future. Healthy soil grows healthy food - healthy food nourishes healthy eaters - healthy eaters live in healthy communities.
Noelle Takemoto
MA'O Organic Farms
Wai'anae, Hawaii  96792
Phone: 808-696-5569
Email:  noelle@maoorganicfarms.org
Passion Statement: I have been an educator for 5 years now and through my experience I have not seen anything more impacting in my students' lives than their own mala (garden in Hawaiian), where they see things through from planting, till harvesting and everything in between. The pride that I have seen as a result of these kids really taking care of the 'aina was amazing and inspiring. They felt so connected to their Hawaiian culture as they learned how their own ancestors used to grown their own food, sustain their communities, and by nature, were always organic farmers with extremely sophisticated agriculture systems. In Hawai'i it is really easy to make that connection, yet many youth do not get that opportunity. I hope to teach more Hawaiian or local youth about their culture through taking care of the land and food and community sustainability.
Woody Tasch
Slow Money
Brookline, Massachusetts 02445
Phone: 617-566-2600
Email:  woody@slowmoneyalliance.org
Passion Statement: In order to enhance food security, food safety, and food access; improve nutrition and health; promote cultural, ecological, and economic diversity; and accelerate the transition from an economy based on extraction and consumption to an economy based on preservation and restoration, I believe we have to bring money back down to earth and start investing in local food systems. I founded the Slow Money Alliance to advocate for exactly these goals, creating a bridge between investors and small food enterprises.
Rodney Taylor
Riverside Unified School District
Riverside, California  92504
Phone: 951-352-6740 x 82801
Email:  rktaylor@rusd.k12.ca.us
Passion Statement: I am committed to the fight against childhood obesity, and its effects on our greatest resource, our children.
Chukou Thao
National Hmong American Farmers, Inc.
Fresno, California  93703
Phone: 559-313-3339
Email:  cxthao05@gmail.com
Passion Statement: My passion for this work comes from my commitment to ensuring that communities can have full and affordable access to the foods that are a part of their heritage and that farmers and farm families can make farming an economically self-sufficient enterprise.
Alice Thompson
Black Family Development, Inc.
Detroit, Michigan  48202
Phone: 313-758-0150
Email:  athompson@blackfamilydevelopment.org
Passion Statement: The production and provision of healthy, green, fair, and affordable food will improve the health and wellness for our children. Every decision made at every level of government, the private sector, and the community must be first framed in the context of what is good for the health and wellness of our children.
Paul Thompson
Michigan State University
East Lansing, Michigan  48822
Phone: 517-432-0316
Email:  thomp649@msu.edu
Passion Statement: I am dedicated to bringing ethical reflection and critical awareness to work on food systems, and to providing children with an understanding of food and its ties to the environment that will equip them to evaluate and articulate a full range of goals and responsibilities that combine diet, health, and the environment.
Sharon Thornberry
Oregon Food Bank
Portland, Oregon  97238
Phone: 503-703-2198
Email:  sthornberry@oregonfoodbank.org
Passion Statement: I believe that people regardless of their economic status or where they live should have the ability to access food that nurtures their body and soul. I am particularly concerned that rural America is falling off the food supply chain. It is ironic that the very people who produce our food have the least access.
Anne Tillery
Pyramid Communications
Seattle, Washington  98101
Phone: 206-792-0404
Email:  atillery@pyramidcommunications.com
Passion Statement: Telling the story of how access to good food and opportunities to be physically active and play can transform our communities and our lives.
Tom Tomich
University of California-Davis
Davis, California  95616
Phone: 530-752-2379
Email:  tptomich@ucdavis.edu
Passion Statement: I got into my career because I want to help eliminate hunger.
Ed Toole
Greater Holyoke YMCA
Holyoke, Massachusetts
Phone: 413-534-5631
Email:  Etoole@holyokeymca.org
Passion Statement: Every day hundreds of men, women and children come to our YMCA wanting to lead healthier lifestyles; we need to meet our mission by not just providing knowledge, but by shaping the environment both within our YMCA and in the community.
Cynthia Torres
CO Farmers Market Association/Food & Society Policy Fellow
Boulder, Colorado  80304
Phone: 720 480-9951
Email:  ctplant@gmail.com
Passion Statement: My passion: growing opportunties for all farmers in the marketplace, consumer access to that marketplace, and breaking down the barriers to the marketplace by underserved people.
Asia Tran
The Food Project
Boston, Massachusetts
Phone: 617-848-7453
Email:  tran.asia@comcast.net
Passion Statement: Doing what I do here at The Food Project really means a lot to me because even if its from something big to doing something little, the slightest bit of help can make a big difference to someone.
Jessica Trang
Food Empowerment Education & Sustainability Team (FEEST)
Seattle, Washington  98106
Phone: 206-935-2999
Email:  j_trang11@dnda.org
Passion Statement: FEEST is the Food Education Empowerment and Sustainability Team. We are a youth-run program out of Youngstown Cultural Arts Center, and we gather every Wednesday at 3:30 PM to kick it in the kitchen, prepare a delicious and healthy meal, and then eat all together family-style while learning more about food in our communities. At the end of every month, we throw Community Potlucks where people of all ages are invited to share and dialogue with us.
Hakeem Trotter
Food Empowerment Education and Sustainability Team (FEEST)
Seattle, Washington  98106
Phone: 206-935-2999
Email:  lewis0435@msn.com
Passion Statement: FEEST is the Food Education Empowerment and Sustainability Team. We are a youth-run program out of Youngstown Cultural Arts Center, and we gather every Wednesday at 3:30 PM to kick it in the kitchen, prepare a delicious and healthy meal, and then eat all together family-style while learning more about food in our communities. At the end of every month, we throw Community Potlucks where people of all ages are invited to share and dialogue with us.
Pilar Trujillo
New Mexico Acequia Association
Santa Fe, New Mexico  87505
Phone: 505-995-9644
Email:  pilar@lasacequias.org
Passion Statement: I am passionate about re-affirming the identity of local, native Hispanic youth in New Mexico as land-based people. This includes building on our core values of growing food that is healthy and spiritually and culturally meaningful, and practicing ancient customs of water sharing and water management through acequia culture.
Shin-pei Tsay
Transportation Alternatives
New York, New York 10001
Phone: 646-873-6023
Email:  shinpei@transalt.org
Passion Statement: Healthy communities are essential to ensuring the happiness of generations to come. My work is directed towards building better infrastructure for people to live, work, and play, in support of their daily lives.
Elizabeth Tuckermanty
USDA NIFA
Washington, District of Columbia
Phone: 202-205-0241
Email:  ltuckermanty@aol.com
Passion Statement: Nutrition is my field; but I have learned that foodd, not nutrients, are the key to good nutrition. Food is a part of the whole system of life. It is what can bring people together to build community that is fair, just, and environmentally sustaining. Growing food is my newest passion.
Joanne Tupper
Northeast Iowa Food and Fitness Initiative
Ionia, Iowa  50645
Phone: 641-394-2386
Email:  jotupper@iowatelecom.net
Passion Statement: My passion is producing grain and livestock on our family farm and sharing the farming story.
Nat Turner
Our School at Blair Grocery
New Orleans, Louisiana  70117
Phone: 718-415-0890
Email:  turner@ny2no.com
Passion Statement: Introducing youth to food security and nutrition in a very direct way--urban farming in our case--is the key not only to their understanding of the food that they should be eating, but also the pathway by which we will educate adults about the food that they are feeding to their children.
Elizabeth U
RSF Social Finance
San Francisco, California  94129
Phone: 415-561-6181
Email:  elizabeth.u@rsfsocialfinance.org
Passion Statement: A healthy, diverse, just, and sustainable food and agricultural system is composed of healthy, diverse, just, and sustainable ventures along all components the food value web. Farms, food processors, wholesalers, distributors, retailers, and institutions that serve food are all part of this vivid picture. 

However, entrepreneurs often report that lack of capital keeps them from planning, launching, maintaining, or growing their sustainable food businesses, leaving gaps in the overall system -- gaps which leave the most vulnerable people without the food access, meaningful work, and healthy environments they deserve. Even as the variety of capital sources available to food entrepreneurs is increasing, only entrepreneurs who are able to identify these capital markets are able to take advantage of them. Meanwhile, the internal policies of many foundations and institutional investors, not to mention the private policies of individual investors, frequently leave the most innovative and promising food ventures going without necessary financing. 

I am passionate about bridging the information gap between food entrepreneurs, funders, and investors. In particular, I am passionate about encouraging all manner of investors, from individuals with only a few discretionary dollars, to foundations with billions of dollars in assets (most of which are invested in such a way that they help create the problems that relatively tiny program payouts are designed to solve), to seek out investment opportunities that support sustainable food systems.
Cecily Upton
FoodCorps/FarmerCorps
Portland, Oregon  97217
Phone: 608-658-0625
Email:  cecilyu@gmail.com
Passion Statement: Fundamentally, food fuels our bodies, but it also nourishes our families, our communities, and our spirits. I hope that working for delicious, healthy, local food for all will regenerate our society - in terms of our health, our economy, our environment, and our relationships.
Anna Vasquez
HFFPC
Holyoke, Massachusetts 01040
Phone: 413-534-7366
Email:  vasquezanna92@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: My passion is to educate my community on how to eat healthy.
Aaron Vega
Holyoke Food & Fitness/Holyoke City Council
Holyoke, Massachusetts 01040
Phone: 413-552-0268
Email:  aaron@vegaforholyoke.com
Passion Statement: As a Holyoke community member and organizer, as well as an elected official for Holyoke, my concern is not for only 'good food' policy but to have it be accessible and affordable. Food is a fundamental aspect to building community, preserving culture, and bringing all people together. Currently I am also working on a documentary about how processed food has been mediated and sold to us and what we can do to change that.
Yvette Ventura
Tohono O'odham Youth Council
Sells, Arizona  85634
Phone: 520-383-4966
Beatriz Vieira
The Philadelphia Foundation
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19107
Phone: 215-663-6417 x 114
Email:  BVieira@philafound.org
Passion Statement: Accessibility of healthy and safe food to vulnerable communities to enhance and maintain quality of life and community wellbeing.
Josh Viertel
Slow Food USA
Brooklyn, New York 11201
Phone: 718-260-8000
Email:  josh@slowfoodusa.org
Passion Statement: I believe it is a universal right for all people to have access to good, clean, and fair food - food that is good for the environment, good for the people who grow and pick it, and good for the people who eat it.
Ralph Vigil
New Mexico
Santa Fe, New Mexico  87505
Phone: 505-603-2879
Email:  ralph@lasacequias.org
Passion Statement: I believe in self sustainability through growing my own crops and teaching youth how to plant and process food of their own in order to ensure healthy eating and survival of our rural communities.
Glorie Vital
Mattapan Food and Fitness Coalition
Roslindale, Massachusetts 02131
Phone: 617-412-7149
Email:  glorious_4life@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: I've always been passionate about children and assuring their well-being. I've been learning how to better take care of myself and eating right, and I've noticed a difference in the way I feel. Healthy food brings energy and wellness, and I would love to bring that to Mattapan (a community with so much potential).
Hai Vo
Real Food Challenge
Davis, California  95616
Phone: 714-722-8687
Email:  hihaivo@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I am passionate about growth: growing good food, growing vibrant communities, growing leaders, and growing food systems change.
Alia Walker
Women of Peace
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19131
Phone: 215-878-0119
Email:  womenofpeace@verizon.net
Passion Statement: We as children of Prophet Adam (peace be upon him) are care takers of this earth and all that is on it. I am sincere in my commitment to do all that is in my power to care for, help produce, and a provide safe, healthy, and accessible environment/food for those who cannot access it for themselves.
Anna Walker
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Battle Creek, Michigan  49017
Phone: 269-969-2091
Email:  anna.walker@wkkf.org
Passion Statement: I love a good meeting.
Deborah J. Walker
VISIONS, Inc.
Charlotte, North Carolina 28210

Phone: 704-553-2603
Email:  dwalkercharlotte@bellsouth.net
Passion Statement: I believe I either am a part of the problem or a part of the solution. I believe that being a part of the solution is infinitely more exciting and courageous. I believe I have a responsibility to myself and to the children, both young and older,  to do all I can to make this an equitable world. Being a part of this movement is awe-inspiring and I get energized as I think about the trip to Arizona!!!
Mailee Walker
Claneil Foundation
Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania  19462
Phone: 610-941-1141
Email:  mwalker@claneil.org
Passion Statement: To eliminate hunger; increase access to, and consumption of, nutritious food; and to advance reforms in the food system.
David Wallinga
Inst. for Agriculture & Trade Policy
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55404
Phone: 612-870-3418
Email:  DWALLINGA@IATP.ORG
Passion Statement: Few things are more fundamental to health as food, and the sustainability of our planet will determine if, and how, we can grow the food needed to better nourish the next generation.
Kristina Walz
NE Iowa Food & Fitness
Monona, Iowa  52159
Virginia Ward
People Helping People Urban Farm
Bessemer, Alabama  35022
Phone: 205-481-9571
Email:  bward01@bellsouth.net
Passion Statement: My passion is to reconnect our youth and communities to the land, through sustainable agriculture, economic development, community involvement, cultural and educational programs.
Steve Warshawer
Wallace Center/National Good Food Network
Santa Fe, New Mexico  87508
Phone: 575-422-2238
Email:  stevew@plateautel.net
Passion Statement: Since 1977, at age 19, I have been dedicated to many diverse and interconnected aspects of production distribution, and delivery of good food, including learning-by-doing on my own biodynamic CSA farm, small business, and series of agricultural projects; providing consultation, support, and assisting with networking among players in the Southwest local and regional good food value chains; and more recently, facilitating dialogue and action among regional players through coordinating activities among and through national coalitions and organizations.
Dannae Washington
People's Grocery
Oakland, California  94608
Phone: 510-652-7607
Email:  dannae@peoplesgrocery.org
Passion Statement: How we educate a community about health, where probably 50% of the community might never hear nor even consider health a big issue. Even if people do not use People's Grocery work or live healthy every day, it will always be a thought.
Kayla Washington
YouthLaunch-Urban Roots
Austin, Texas  78757
Phone: 512-342-0424
Email:  gabby_granados@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: This is my second year working on the farm with Urban Roots, growing food for my community. I love cooking food for people and hope to have a restaurant someday. My experience with Urban Roots has made me think of new ways to engage the community in how we fight hunger.
Arlin Wasserman
Sodexo
Gaithersburg, Maryland  20878
Phone: 301-987-4328
Email:  arlin.wasserman@sodexo.com
Passion Statement: Arlin Wasserman is Vice President for Sustainability and Corporate Social Responsibility at Sodexo. He leads the company’s efforts including its efforts on sustainability in North America including sustainable food and agriculture practices, eco-efficiency and facilities management, community development, and health and wellbeing. He also serves as a member of its North American Executive Committee.

Wendy Wasserman
AMS/USDA
Washington, District of Columbia 20250
Phone: 202-690-3822
Email:  wendy.wasserman@gmail.com
Passion Statement: I am very interested in the intersection of food and community development as food can be the basis of sharing community based resources.
Kimi Watkins-Tartt
Alameda County Public Health Dept
Oakland, California  94607
Phone: 510-208-5902
Email:  kimi.watkins-tartt@acgov.org
Passion Statement: I look forward to the day when I can walk into any neighborhood in the flatlands of Oakland and easily find a grocery store that sells only healthy affordable food, that is owned by an Oakland resident who has had the support of their community in this entrepreneurial venture.
Cammy Watts
The Food Project
Lincoln, Massachusetts 01773
Phone: 781-259-8621 x28
Email:  cwatts@thefoodproject.org
Passion Statement: My passion is rooted in a deep respect for the earth; a respect for farmers who use their hands, heart, and head to grow food; and a belief that everyone has the right to food that nourishes them. Real food is the base from which we can hope to live a balanced life.
DeWayne Wells
Gleaners Community Food Bank
Detroit, Michigan  48076
Phone: 313-923-3535 x228
Email:  dwells@gcfb.org
Passion Statement: I have worked in the emergency food sector for over ten years and am personally and professionally committed to issues of food access and nutrition, particularly for our most vulnerable citizens.
Michelle Wert
USDA/Risk Management Agency
Washington, District of Columbia 20250
Walter Wesch
Tohono O'odham Community Action
Sells, Arizona  85634
Phone: 520-383-6746 x6852
Email:  wwesch@iobusd40.org
Passion Statement: I am committed to teaching and enabling my students to produce and consume local, healthy, and affordable foods in a manner that reinforces their culture.
Guy Williams
G.O. Williams & Associates, L.L.C.
Ypsilanti, Michigan  48197
Phone: 734-395-9836
Email:  guy@gowilliams.net
Passion Statement: People of all ages and segments of our society should have easy access to fresh, healthy, and affordable food. My life’s work is dedicated to achieving this kind of change.
Margaret Williams
The Food Project
Lincoln, Massachusetts
Phone: 781-259-8621
Email:  mwilliams@thefoodproject.org
Passion Statement: Youth, food, and community. Our work at The Food Project demonstrates the power of this new 'triple bottom line.'
Teresa Williams
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Battle Creek, Michigan  49017
Phone: 269-969-2060
Email:  tmw@wkkf.org
Paul Willis
Niman Ranch
Thornton, Iowa  50479
Phone: 515-681-2424
Email:  paul.willis@nimanranch.com
Passion Statement: Niman Ranch Pork Co. is one of the largest networks of middle sized farmers providing animals with high welfare standards raised without antibiotics. As manager of the pork company, I feel it is important to make the connection from the farm to the plate and provide the information to the public as to how food is raised and where it comes from.
Christine Wilson
Rebuilding Communities Inc.
Detroit, Michigan  48213
Phone: 313-267-1103
Email:  cwilson@warrenconner.org
Passion Statement: Opening avenues to nature the mind, body and soul.
Mark Winne
Community Food Security Coalition
Santa Fe, New Mexico  87508
Phone: 505-983-3047
Email:  win5m@aol.com
Passion Statement: I have been working for almost 40 years to ensure that everybody, regardless of age, income, or residency, has access to healthy and affordable food. That's my life, that's my passion.
Amy Winston
National Farm to School Network
Wiscasset, Maine 04578
Phone: 207-882-7552 x172
Email:  arw@ceimaine.org
Passion Statement: Food builds community.
Amy Winterfeld
National Conference of State Legislatures
Denver, Colorado  80230
Phone: 303-856-1544
Email:  amy.winterfeld@ncsl.org
Passion Statement: I strongly believe that nutritious, affordable food is essential to support children's healthy growth and development and to ensure that children can attend school ready to learn; numerous policy options exist to provide policymakers with opportunities to ensure that foods with high nutritional quality are available in schools and communities for their constituents.
Aimee Witteman
National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition
Washington, District of Columbia 20002

Phone: 202-547-5754
Email:  awitteman@sustainableagriculture.net
Passion Statement: Farming and food intimately tie us to land, community, and place.
Rachel Wobeter
Northeast Iowa Food and Fitness Initiative
Decorah, Iowa  52101
Phone: 563-382-2949
Email:  rwobeter@iastate.edu
Passion Statement: Planting a seed, nurturing it to grow, and harvesting its bounty to fill our bodies with goodness...this experience must not be lost. We must all find common ground to sow on.
Diane Woloshin
Alameda County Public Health Department
Oakland, California  94609
Phone: 510-595-6458
Email:  Diane.Woloshin@acgov.org
Passion Statement: When I began my first professional job as a Nutritionist/Health Educator at a clinic serving migrant farm workers in southern California, I was struck by the dedication of the staff to the clinic’s motto: Health Care Is A Right Not A Privilege. I have carried the meaning behind this motto with me throughout my professional career. Now 25 years later, I am still dedicated to the ideals of equity and have focused on the right to have access to fresh, healthy, local, and affordable food. In Alameda County the three leading causes of death are heart disease, cancer, and stroke. All three are directly linked to poor nutrition habits and the lack of physical activity. As the Director of the Alameda County Public Health Department’s Nutrition Services program, I am committed to carry out our mission - to promote and support healthy eating and physical activity through committed partnerships with communities to reduce chronic disease and improve long-term health. Hope is strong!
Elisa Wong
Kaiser Permanente
Oakland, California  94612
Phone: 510-271-2313
Email:  Elisa.Wong@kp.org
Passion Statement: Healthy, affordable, sustainably, and locally grown food is critical to the health of individuals, communities, and the planet.
Wendee Woods
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Battle Creek, Michigan  49017
Phone: 269-969-2178
Email:  wendee.woods@wkkf.org
Passion Statement: This conference will be an opportunity for me to learn about this body of work as well as experience a WKKF networking conference.
Heather Wooten
Public Health Law & Policy
Oakland, California  94612
Phone: 510-302-3370
Email:  hwooten@phlpnet.org
Passion Statement: I'm an urban planner who loves food and community - my passion is working with communities to connect frequently inaccessible tools (planning, land use, economic development) to achieving healthy food system goals.
D-L Wormley
Health Promotion Council
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19102
Phone: 215-731-6195
Email:  dlwormley@phmc.org
Passion Statement: Our children are our future and their future depends on having access to healthy food 100% of the time.
Malik Yakini
Detroit Black Community Food Security Network
Detroit, Michigan  48205
Phone: 313-521-0400
Email:  myakini@aol.com
Passion Statement: I am very interested in improving the quality of life in Detroit's African-American community. Food security and food justice and essential components of that improvement. I am passionate about localizing the food system and capturing more of the dollars spent on food in Detroit in order to benefit its population. I am equally passionate about having access to high quality food.
Linda Yardley
Nat’l Tribal Developmt Assoc./American Indian Credit Outreach Initiative
Taos Pueblo, New Mexico  87571
Phone: 575-770-7454
Email:  taosian1@yahoo.com
Passion Statement: I am from the Taos Pueblo, NM. I work with Native farmers and ranchers providing training, outreach, and education with the hopes that they will continue their agriculture way of life. My belief is that we as Native people can control our health issues if we have access to good food and maintain our traditional ways of agriculture that have sustained us for hundreds of years.
Larry Yee
AOTM
Ojai, California  93023
Phone: 805-340-4671
Email:  lkyee@ucdavis.edu
Passion Statement: Strong, healthy children are fundamentally necessary for a healthy future - healthy families, healthy communities, and healthy planet. Good food is an absolute for their good health. There is nothing more important to work for.
Christine Yu
NYC Food & Fitness Partnership
New York, New York 10018

Phone: 917-351-8796
Email:  cyu@cityharvest.org
Passion Statement: Equitable access to quality, affordable and sustainable food and active living opportunities should be a right of everyone.
Vanessa Zajfen
Occidental College,Urban and Environmental Policy Institute (MSMI)
Los Angeles, California 90041

Phone: 323-341-5092
Email:  vzajfen@oxy.edu
Passion Statement: Without developing mechanisms to grow, process, deliver and access good food there will be no healthy communities. I strive to build those mechanisms for improved access for all communities through Food and Community programs because everyone deserves the opportunity to access good food.
Kolu Zigbi
Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation
New York, New York 10016
Phone: 212-684-6577 x16
Email:  kolu@igc.org
Passion Statement: I know that physical health and vitality, environmental sustainability, fair and just employment, cultural expression, and community cohesion can all flow from our collective work to reclaim control over food systems. It starts with prioritizing the needs and leadership of those least served by the status quo, including those that labor in the food system along all points of the food value chain.
Lee Zukor
Simple, Good, and Tasty
Minneapolis, Minnesota  55417
Phone: 612-236-5094
Email:  lee@simplegoodandtasty.com
Passion Statement: The way our culture views food says a lot about what we value. At Simple, Good, and Tasty, we are committed to an accessible, just food system. We value:

Health - Local, organic food helps us live longer, healthier lives.

Community - Eating with people forces us to slow down and appreciate each other. We also love to explore new restaurants, food, and people.

Inclusiveness - Sustainable, organic food should be accessible to everyone. Every single locally grown meal makes a difference to our lives and our environment. 

Fun - Sustainable food is fun to eat and makes us happy. Good food is an experience and an exploration. We love to grow, eat, and cook our own food.

Time - Good food is worth the time it takes to grow, to prepare, and to eat.

Money - Local, sustainable food can be more expensive to produce because it takes time, and because the people who grow it earn a living wage. Good food is absolutely worth the extra money.

Taste - We will never trade delicious foods for healthy ones. We are convinced we can have both.
Kathleen Zurcher
Independent Consultant
Prior Lake, Minnesota  55372
Phone: 952-843-8310
Email:  kzurcher33@gmail.com
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